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HO4Yb NEPBAA

beina 4yynHas HOYb, Takas HOYb, KOTOpas pa3Be TOJBKO M MOXKET OBITh TOT/A, KOTJa MbI
MOJIOJIBI, JTFOOE3HBIN uynTarens. Hebo ObLIO Takoe 3Be3IHOE, TAKOE CBETIIOEC HE0O, UTO, B3IVISIHYB Ha
HEro, HEBOJILHO HY)KHO OBIJIO CIIPOCHUTH Ce0s1: HEY)KEH K€ MOTYT KHUTh IT0J] TAKUM HEOOM pa3HbIC
CepIUTHIC U KAPU3HBIE JTIOAU? ITO TOXKE MOJIOJOU BOIPOC, TFOOE3HBIN YUTATEh, OUEHb MOJIOJIOH,
HO MOIIJIM €r0 BaM rocnojp yamie Ha Aymry!.. [['oBopst 0 Kampu3HBIX U Pa3HbIX CEPAUTHIX TOCHOAAX,
sl HE MOT HE NMPUTIOMHUTH M CBOETO OJIATOHPABHOTO MOBEACHHS BO BECh 3TOT AcHb. C camoro yrpa
MEHS CTajla MyYHUTh Kakasi-TO yIAMBUTENbHAs TOCKa. MHE BIPYT MOKa3aloCh, YTO MEHS, OJIMHOKOTO,
BCE€ MOKHUIAIOT M YTO BCE OT MEHs oTcTymnarTcs. OHO, KOHEYHO, BCAKHUI BIpaBe CIPOCUTH: KTO K
3TH Bce? MOTOMY 4YTO BOT YX€ BOCEMb JIeT, Kak 5 kuBy B IlerepOypre, u mo4ytd HU OIHOTO
3HAKOMCTBa He ymen 3aBecTH. Ho k yemy mHe 3HakoMcTBa? MHe M 0€3 TOro 3HAKOM BECh
[TeTepOypr; BOT MmoueMy MHE M TOKa3ajioCh, YTO MEHs Bce MOKHIAIT, Koraa Beck [lerepOypr
MOAHSJICS M BAPYT yexasd Ha Aady. MHe CTpalllHO CTajio OCTaBaThCsl OJHOMY, M IEJBIX TPU JIHS s
OpoauI IO TOPOAY B INIYOOKOH TOCKE, PEIIUTENHHO HEe IIOHUMAs!, 4TO co MHOU aenaetcs. [loiiay mu
Ha HeBckuii, moiiay i B caa, OpoxXy Jid MO HAOEPEKHON — HU OJJHOTO JIUIA U3 TEX, KOTO MPUBBIK
BCTpEUYaTh B TOM K€ MECTE, B U3BECTHBIN Yac, 1enblid roa. OHU, KOHEYHO, HE 3HAIOT MEH4, Ja SI-TO
UX 3Har0. Sl KOPOTKO MX 3HAIO; S MOYTH U3YUUIT UX (PU3MOHOMHUHM — U JTIOOYIOCh Ha HUX, KOTJ]a OHU
BeceJbl, U XaHJIPIO, KOTJIa OHU 3aTyMaHsATCs. Sl MouTu cBel APYKOY ¢ OJHUM CTapUIKOM, KOTOPOTO
BCTpeYar0 KakIbld OOXKWUMl JIeHb, B U3BECTHBIM uac, Ha DonTanke. OuznoHOMHs Takas BakHas,
3alyM4MBasi; BCE LIEMYET MOJ HOC U MAaXaeT JIEBOM PYyKOil, a B IPABOM y HEro JJIMHHAs CyYKOBaTas
TPOCTh C 30JI0THIM HabammamHUKoM. Jlaxke OH 3aMeTWJI MEHS W NMPUHUMAET BO MHE JYIIEBHOE
yuactue. Ciay4uch, 4To s He Oy/ly B U3BECTHBIN yac Ha TOM ke Mecte DOHTAHKH, 51 YBEPEH, YTO Ha
HEro HamajaeT XaHjapa. BoT oTuero Mbl MHOT/IA YyTh HE KJIAHSIEMCS IPYT C IPYroM, OCOOCHHO KOT/1a
o0a B XOpoIlleM pacmojoXeHHH ayxa. HamemaHu, xorga Mbl HE BHJAIHMCH II€NbIe 1Ba THS W Ha
TpeTU JIeHb BCTPETUJIMNCh, MBI YK€ OBLJIO M CXBATWJINCh 3a HUISMNBL, Ja 0JIaro OMOMHUJINCH
BOBpEMs, OIYCTUIIM PYKH U C YYaCTHEM IPOLUIN APYT MOJJie Apyra. MHe TOXe U 10Ma 3HAKOMBI.
Korna s nay, kaxapiii kak Oynro 3aberaer BIepea MEHs Ha YIHILY, TISAUT Ha MEHS BO BCE OKHA U
4yTh HE TOBOPUT: «3ApaBCTBYHTE; KaK Ballle 3J0pOBbe? U 5, CilaBa OOTy, 370pPOB, a KO MHE B Mae
Mecsile mpudaBsT Tax». Unu: «Kak Barmie 310poBbe? a MeHs 3aBTpa B MOUMHKY». Mnn: «f ayTh He
Cropen W MPUTOM HCIyTraics» U T. I. M3 HUX y MeHs ecTh JIFOOUMIIbI, €CTh KOPOTKHE MPUSATENH;
OJIMH U3 HUX HaMEPEH JICUUThCS ATO JIETO y apxutekTopa. Hapouno Oyay 3axoAuTh KaXKIbId JI€Hb,
9T00 HE 3aJenuiiu Kak-HUuOyab, coxpanu ero rocrnoau!.. Ho Hukoraa He 3a0yy UCTOPUU C OJHUM
MPEXOPOIICHHKUM CBETIIO-PO30BBIM JOMHKOM. ITO OBUT TaKOW MHJICHHKUNA KaMEHHBIM JIOMUK, TaK
MIPUBETIMBO CMOTpPENl HA MEHs, TaK FOpJEIMBO CMOTPEN Ha CBOUX HEYKIIOKUX COCENEH, UTO MOE
CepJille PaJoBaIOCh, KOTJa MHE CIy4aJloCh MPOXOAUTh MUMO. Bapyr, Ha mpomuioi Hezene, s
MIPOXO3KY IO YIHUIIE U, KaK TOCMOTPEN Ha MPUSITENST — CIBIITY KalOOHBIN KPUK: «A MEHS KpacsT B
XKENTYI0 Kpacky!» 3moneu! BapBapbl! OHM HE TIOIIAIWIN HUYETO: HU KOJIOHH, HU KapHU30B, U MOU
MPUATEh MOXKEINTEN, KaK KaHapeika. Y MEHs 4yTh HE pa3iiujach Kelub [0 TOMY CIy4alo, U s elle
JI0 CHIX TIOp HE B CHJIaX OB MOBUAATHCS C M3YPOJOBAHHBIM MOMM O€THSIKOM, KOTOPOTO PACKPaCHIIN
MOJ1 I[BET OTHEOECHOI UMITepHH.

Wrak, BBl MOHMMaeTe, YMTATENb, KAKUM 00pa3oM s 3HAKOM co BceM [leTtepOyprom.

S yxe ckazan, 4TO MEHs IeNble TPU JTHS MYYHJIO OECIOKOWCTBO, TTOKaMeCT sl JOTaaalcs O
npudnHe ero. 1 Ha ynuiie MHe ObUTO XyaI0 (TOTO HET, dTOTO HET, Ky/Aa JIeJCs TaKou-To?) — 1a u
noMa st ObUT caM He CBOM. /[Ba Beuepa moOMBAlICS s: YeTO HEIOCTaeT MHE B MOEM YTIy? OTYEro Tak
HEJIOBKO OBIJIO B HEM OCTaBaThCA? — M C HEJJOYMEHHUEM OCMAaTPHUBAI SI CBOM 3€JICHBIE 3aKOITEIbIC



CTEHBI, MOTOJIOK, 3aBEUIAHHBIM MAayTHHOW, KOTOPYIO ¢ OONBIIMM YCIEXOoM pa3Boauia MarpeHa,
repecMaTpuBal BCIO CBOIO MeOelb, OCMaTpUBal KaKIbIH CTyl, aymas, HEe TyT Ju Oema? (mortomy
YTO KOJIb Y MEHS XOTb OJIMH CTYJI CTOMT HE TaK, KaK BUepa CTOsUI, TaK 5 caM HE CBOM) CMOTpEN 3a
OKHO, U BCE TMOHAIPACHY... HUCKOJIbKO He ObL10 jerde! S maxe B3ayman Obulo mpu3BaTh Matpeny u
TYT € CeNal €l OTE€YEeCKHil BBITOBOp 3a MAyTHHY M BOOOILIE 3a HEPSILIECTBO; HO OHA TOJBKO
IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha MEHS B YIUBJICHUH U MOLJIA IPOYb, HE OTBETUB HU CJIOBA, TAK YTO MAYTHUHA €UIe 10
CHX TOp OJaromosydHo BUCHT Ha Mecte. HakoHel s TOJNIBKO CEroJHs MOYTpYy AOTajalcs, B 4eM
neno. J! 1a Beap OHM OT MEHs ynuparoT Ha nauy! [IpoctuTe 3a TpUBHAIbHOE CIIOBIO, HO MHE ObLIO
HE JI0 BBICOKOTO CJIOTa... IOTOMY 4TO BEJlb BCE, YTO TOJLKO HU ObLIO B [leTepOypre, nim nepeexaso,
WM TIepee3’Kajo Ha Jady; NOTOMY YTO KaKIblii MOYTEHHBIM T'OCIIOAUH COJIUIHOM HApYKHOCTH,
HAaHMMAaBIIMHA M3BO3YMKA, HA IJIa3a MOM TOTYAC K€ OOpamiajcs B MOYTEHHOTO OTIA CEMEHCTBa,
KOTOpBIM TOcje OOBIIEHHBIX JOJKHOCTHBIX 3aHATUNA OTHPABISETCS HAJEerke B HeApa CBOeH
(dbamMunnm, Ha Ja9y; TOTOMY YTO Y KXKJIOTO IIPOXO0KETO OBLI TETEePh y>Ke COBEPIICHHO OCOOBIA BH/I,
KOTOPBIA 4YyThb-4yTh HE TOBOPWJI BCSAKOMY BCTpedHOMY: «MBbI, rocmoja, 34€Chb TOJBKO TakK,
MHMOXOJIOM, a BOT 4e€pe3 JBa 4aca Mbl yeAaeM Ha Jady». OTBOPsUIOCH JHM OKHO, 110 KOTOPOMY
nobapabaHuIM cHayalla TOHEHbKHE, Oenble, KaKk caxap, HaJbUMKH, U BBICOBBIBAJIACH T'OJIOBKA
XOPOIICHBKON JEBYIIKH, MOA3BIBABIIEH PA3HOCYMKA C TOPIIKAMHU IIBETOB, — MHE TOTYAC XKe, TYT
e MPEICTaBIsUIOCh, YTO 3TU IBETHl TOJBKO TaK MOKYMAOTCS, TO €CTh BOBCE HE JJISl TOTO, YTOO
HACJIAXKIaTbCS BECHOM M LBETaMU B JYIIHOW TOPOJCKOM KBapTHUpE, a YTO BOT OYEHb CKOPO BCE
nepeenyT Ha Jady M LBETHI ¢ cO00K0 yBe3yT. Maiio TOro, s yXe clenan TaKhe yCIeXd B CBOEM
HOBOM, OCOOCHHOM POJI€ OTKPBITUH, YTO YK€ MOT 0€30IMO0YHO, 10 OJHOMY BHy, 0003HAUYUTH, HA
Kakoil k1o maue xwuBeT. OOutarenu Kamennoro um Amnrtekapckoro ocTpoBoB miu Ilereprodcekoii
JOPOTH OTJIMYAJIUCh M3YYCHHBIM HU3SIIECTBOM IMPUEMOB, IIETOJbCKUMHU JIETHUMH KOCTIOMaMHU H
MIPEKPACHBIMU IKUIIAKaMHU, B KOTOPBIX OHM mpuexainu B ropoi. JKurenum Ilapromnosa u tam, rue
nojaJibliie, ¢ TIEPBOTO B3IJISAa «BHYIIAIM» CBOMM OJIaropazyMHeM M COJIUIHOCTBIO, IMOCETUTEIh
KpecroBckoro octpoBa oTauyaiicss HEBO3MYTUMO-BECEIbIM BUJOM. Y 1aBajaoCh JIM MHE BCTPETUTH
JUTMHHYIO TIPOILIECCUIO JIOMOBBIX M3BO3YMKOB, JICHMBO IICANIMX C BO3KAaMHU B pyKaxX IOJJIE BO3OB,
Harpy>kKeHHBIX LEJIBIMU TOpaMH BCSKOM MeOenu, CTOJNOB, CTYJIbEB, IUBAHOB TYPEIKUX H
HETYpELKUX U MPOYUM JOMAIIHUM CKapOOM, Ha KOTOPOM, CBEPX BCETO 3TOr0, 3a4acTyl0 BOCcCeqala,
Ha caMoOil BepUIMHE BO3a, TIIEAYIIHAs Kyxapka, Oeperymas Oapckoe 100pO Kak 3€HHILY OKa;
CMOTpET JIU 51 Ha TSHKEJIO Harpy»XEHHBbIE JOMAIIHEI0 yTBapbhiO JIOJKHU, CKOJb3UBIIME 0 HeBe wmib
®onTtanke, 10 YepHOW peykH Wb OCTPOBOB, — BO3a U JIOJKH YAECATEPSIUCH, YCOTEPSUIUCH B
rjlazax MOMX; Ka3aJloCh, BCE IMOJHSUIOCH M I0€Xajo, BCE MEPECesuIoCh LEJIbIMU KapaBaHAMU Ha
nady; Kaszanoch, Bech [leTepOypr rpo3ui oOpaTUThCS B MYCTHIHIO, TaK YTO HAKOHEI] MHE CTallo
CTBIJIHO, OOMIHO M TPYCTHO: MHE PEIIUTEIHHO HEKyJa W He3adeM ObUIO exaTh Ha jady. S ToToB
ObUT YHTH C KaXIbIM BO30M, yexaThb C KaXJbIM TOCHOJWHOM TIOYTEHHOW HapYyKHOCTH,
HaHUMABIIIUM W3BO3YMKA, HO HU OJIMH, PEUIUTEIHHO HUKTO HE MPUTJIACKI MEHS; CJIOBHO 3a0bUIH
MEHS, CIIOBHO 5 JUI HUX OBLT U B CAMOM JIeTIe UyKO¥t!

S Xxonunm MHOTO | JIONTO, TaK YTO YK€ COBCEM YCIIeN, 10 CBOeMY OOBIKHOBEHUIO, 3a0bITh, T/IE
s, KaK BJIPYT OYYTHJICA y 3acTaBbl. BMUT MHe cTajo Beceno, W s IIarHyji 3a mnuiardaym, mormien
MEX/1y 3aCesTHHBIX IMOJIEH U JIYTOB, HE CIIBIIIAN YCTaJIOCTH, HO YyBCTBOBAJ TOJIbKO BCEM COCTaBOM
CBOHMM, UYTO Kakoe-To Opemsi cmajaeT ¢ Iymud Moeil. Bce mpoeskue cMOTpenu Ha MEHs Tak
MPUBETINBO, YTO PEIIUTEIHHO UyTh HE KJIAHSJIUCH; BCE OBUIM TaK pajbl YeMY-TO, BCE JI0 OJHOTO
Kypuiu curapbl. 1 st ObLT paji, Kak erie HUKOTAa CO MHOM He clydanock. TOYHO s BAPYT OUYTHIICS B
WUrtanuu, — Tak CHUIBHO TMOpa3wjia MpUpoaa MeHs, MOoJyOOJbHOTO TOpOXaHHHA, YYyTh HeE
3a/I0XHYBILIETOCS B TOPOJICKUX CTEHAX.

EcTp 4TO-TO HEM3BACHUMO TpOTATEIHHOE B HAIIEH MeTepOyprckoil mpupoje, KOorja OHa, C
HACTYIJICHHEM BECHBI, BIAPYT BBIKQXET BCIO MOIIb CBOIO, BCE JapOBAaHHBIE €l HEOOM CHIIBI,
OTYIIUTCS, PAa3PSIAUTCS, YINECTPUTCA I[BeTaMU... Kak-TO HEBOJBHO HANOMHHAET OHA MHE Ty
JIEBYIIKY, YaXJIyI0O U XBOPYIO, HA KOTOPYIO Bbl CMOTPUTE MHOTA C COKAJIECHHMEM, NHOT/IA C KAaKO0-
TO COCTpaJaTeNbHOIO JII0O0BBIO, HHOT/A K€ MPOCTO HE 3aMeyaeTe ee, HO KOoTopas BAPYT, Ha OJAHMH
MUT, KaK-TO HEYAsHHO CJENAeTCs] HEU3bACHUMO, YYyJIHO MPEKPacCHO, a BbI, IOPaKEHHBIMH,



YIIOCHHBIM, HEBOJBHO CIpalnBaeTe cels: Kakas cuja 3acTaBWia OJNMUCTaTh TaKUM OTHEM 3TH
IpyCTHBIE, 3aJyM4MBbI€ IJla3a? YTO BBI3BAJIO KPOBb Ha ATHU OJeIHBbIC, NOXYAEBIIUE IIEKU? YTO
OOJIMJIO CTPACTHIO 3TU HEXKHBIE YEPTHI JIMLIAa? OTYETO TAK B3ABIMAETCS 3Ta IPYy/Ib? YTO TaK BHE3AITHO
BBI3BAJIO CHUJIY, )KM3Hb M KpacoTy Ha JIMIO OelHOW NEeBYIIKH, 3aCTaBUIIO €ro 3albiMcTaTb TakoH
YIBIOKOM, OXHBHUTHCS TaKUM CBEPKAIOLIMM, MCKPOMETHBIM cMeXOM? BBl CMOTpUTE KpPYrom BbI
KOro-TO HIIeTe, Bbl JorajelBaerech.. Ho MUI IpPOXOAWT, M, MOKET ObITh, HA3aBTPa K€ BbI
BCTPETHUTE OMSATH TOT XK€ 33yMUYUBBIA M PACCESIHHBIN B3I, KaK U MPEKIE, TO e OJeTHOe JHIIO,
Ty K€ IIOKOPHOCTh U POOOCTh B IBMKEHUAX U JaKe PACKasHUE, Aaxe Clie[bl KAKOW-TO MEPTBSIIEH
TOCKH U J10Caibl 34 MUHYTHOE yBJIedeHHeE... 1 jkaab BaM, UTO Tak CKOpO, TaK O€3BO3BpAaTHO 3aBsiia
MI'HOBEHHAsl KpacoTa, YTO Tak 0OMaHYMBO U HAaIpacHO OJIeCHY/a OHA MepeJl BaMH, — Kajlb OTTOTO,
9TO JaXKe TIOTIOOUTH €€ BaM He ObUIO BPEMEHH. ..

A Bce-Taku Most HOUb ObLIa Jrydiie aHs! BoT kak 3To ObuI0.

Sl mpuimen Ha3ax B ropoji O4€Hb IMO3[HO, U yXe MPOoOMJIO JECATh 4acoB, KOTJA s CTall
HNOJIXOAUTh K KBapTHpe. Jlopora mos muia mo HaOepeHON KaHaja, Ha KOTOPOW B 3TOT 4ac He
BCTpETULIb )KUBOU nymu. IIpaBaa, s )KUBY B OTHAIEHHEHIIIEH YacTH ropoja. S 1mem u mnei, noromy
YTO, KOI'JIa 5l CYACTIIMB, 1 HEIPEMEHHO MYpJIBIKA0 YTO-HUOY/b PO ce0sl, KaK U BCAKUN CUACTIUBBIN
YeJIOBEK, Y KOTOPOT0 HET HU JIPY3€l, HU JOOPBIX 3HAKOMBIX U KOTOPOMY B PaJIOCTHYIO MUHYTY HE C
KEM pa3JelInTh CBOK pPaJoCTh. BApyr co MHOM CIIydHJIOCHh CaMO€ HEOKHJAHHOE ITPUKITIOYCHHUE.

B cropoHke, MpHUCIOHMBIIKCH K MEpUIaM KaHaua, CTOsJa KEHIIHWHA; OOJOKOTHUBLIMCH Ha
peleTKy, OHa, HO-BUAMMOMY, OY€Hb BHUMATEJILHO CMOTpEIa Ha MyTHYIO Boay KaHana. OHa Obuia
0JleTa B IPEMUJICHBKOM EJITOM HUIANKE U B KOKETIMBOM YEpHOM MaHTHIIbKE. «IJTO JIEBYILKa, U

HCIIPEMCHHO 6pIOH€TKa>),— noaymali s. OHa, KaXXCTCs1, HC ClbIXaJla I1aroB MOHX, OaKC€ HEC
IOCBCIIbHYJIACh, KOrJa s HNpOHIC]I MHUMO, 3aTavuB AbIXaHHUEC U C CHUJIBHO 3a0MBIIUMCS cepaucm.
«CTpaHHO! — noaymain s, — BEpHO, OHa O IICM-HI/I6y,I[IL: O4YCHb 3aAayMaliaCb», W BIApPYr' 4

OCTAHOBWJICS KaK BKOMAHHBIN. MHE MOCIBINIAIOCh TIyxoe pbiaanue. Jla! s ne oOMaHyscs: qeByIiKa
IUIaKana, u 4Yepe3 MUHYTY ellle U elle BexiunbiBanue. boxe moit! Y mens cepane cxkanock. U kak s
HU POOOK C JKEHIIMHAMH, HO BeIb 3TO ObuTa Takas MuHytal!.. S BOpoTWics, marHya K HEed u
HenpeMeHHO Obl mpousHec: «CymapbiHs!» — eciau O TOJBKO He 3HAJ, YTO 3TO BOCKIMIIAHUE YKe
TBHICSIUY pa3 IPOU3HOCUIIOCH BO BCEX PYCCKHX BEIMKOCBETCKMX pOMaHaxX. JTO OJHO U OCTaHOBUJIO
MeHs. Ho mokamect s mpHHMCKUBal CIIOBO, JIEBYIIKA OYHYJACh, OTJISHYJIACch, CIOXBATHIIACh,
MOTYIMJIACh U CKOJIb3HYJIa MUMO MEHsI 110 Ha0epeKHOM. 51 ToTuac e moien Beies 3a Heil, HO oHa
Jlorajianach, OCTaBUJIA HaOEPEKHYIO, Mepeluia yepe3 yIuily U TOIuIa Mo TpoTyapy. S He mocmen
nepeitu depes ynuiy. Cepame Moe TpereTano, Kak y MOoWMaHHOW NTHYKU. Bapyr oawH ciydaii
MPUIIEN KO MHE Ha ITOMOIIb.

[To Toi1 ctopoHe TpoTyapa, HEAAIEKO OT MOEW HE3HAKOMKH, BIPYT MOSBWICS TOCIOJIWH BO
(bpake, CONMMIHBIX JIET, HO HENb3s CKa3aTh, YTOO CONUIHON MoxoAku. OH IIeN, MOIIaThIBAsCh U
OCTOPO’KHO OIHUpasich 00 cTeHKy. JleBylika e Iula, CIOBHO CTPENKa, TOPOIIMBO U POOKO, Kak
BOOOIIE XO/ST BCE JIEBYIIKH, KOTOPHIE HE XOTST, YTOO KTO-HUOY b BBI3BAJICS TPOBOXKATH UX HOUYBIO
JIOMOM, ¥, KOHEYHO, KauyaBIIWKUCA TOCIOAMH HU 3a YTO HE JOTHai OBl ee, ecinu O cyapba Mosi HE
HaJOyMUJIa €ro MOUCKaTh MCKYCCTBEHHBIX CpeACTB. Bapyr, He cka3aB HMKOMY HU CJIOBa, MO
TOCTIOJIMH CPBIBACTCSI C MECTa M JIETUT CO BCEX HOT, OEXKUT, JIOTOHSISI MO0 He3HakoMKy. OHa 1uia
KaKk BETep, HO KOJBIXaBIIMKCA TOCIOJWH HACTUTall, HACTHUT, JEBYIIKAa BCKPUKHYJNA — H... S
0J1arocyoBIA0 CyAbOY 3a MPEBOCXOJHYIO CYYKOBATYyIO MaJKy, KOTOpas Clydusach Ha 3TOT pa3 B
Moel mpaBoil pyke. S MUTOM OUYYTHIICS HAa TOH CTOPOHE TPOTyapa, MUTOM HE3BaHbI rOCHOJMH
MOHSUI, B 4YeM JI€JI0, NMPUHSI B COOOpa’keHHE HEOTPa3sUMBIA PE30H, 3aMOiIyall, OTCTal U TOJIBKO,
KOTr/la YK€ Mbl ObUIM O4YeHb JalieKo, MPOTECTOBAI MPOTHB MEHS B JOBOJHHO JHEPTUUYECKHX
tepmuHax. Ho 710 Hac enBa osneTenu cioBa ero.

— Jlaiite MHe pyKy, — cKa3an s MO€W HE3HaKOMKE, — M OH He MocMeeT OoJbllie K HaMm
MIPUCTABATb.

OnHa MoJya mojajia MHE CBOIO PYKY, €II€ JIPOKaBIILYI0 OT BOJHEHHS M ucnyra. O He3BaHbIH
rocrnoauH! Kak s OmarocyioBisul Te0s B 3Ty MHHYTY! S MenabKoM B3IJISiHYJA Ha Hee: OHa Oblia
MpeMUJIeHbKass M OpIOHEeTKa — s yrajganx, Ha €€ 4YepHBIX PECHHIIAX elle OJecTenu CIe3UHKU



HE/IaBHET0 HCIyra MM MpeXHEero rops, — He 3Hato. Ho Ha ry6ax yxe cBepkaina yibioka. OHa Toxe
B3IVISIHYJIa HA MEHs YKPAJIKOH, ClIerka MoKpacHena 1 MOoTyIHIach.

— Bot BuauTte, 3auem jxe Bbl Toraa oToraau meHsa? Ecim 6 s Obw1 TyT, HUYero Obl He
CIIyYHJIOCh...

— Ho s Bac He 3Hana: s nymasna, 4To Bbl TOXKE...

— A pa3Be BbI T€IIepb MEHs 3HaeTe?

— Hemuoxko. BoTt, Hartpumep, 0T4ero Bbl APOKUTE?

— O, BBl yrajgauu c nepBoro pasal — oTBedai s B BOCTOPre, 4YTO MOs JI€BYIIKAa YMHMIIA: 3TO
IIpU KpacoTe HUKOIZAa He mewmaeT. — /[la, BBl C MepBOro B3IUIsLa yrajaiu, ¢ KEM MMEETEe JEJO.
TouHo, s1 poOOK C >)KEHIIMHAMMU, 51 B BOJHEHbE, HE CIIOPIO, HE MEHbIIIE, KaK ObUIM Bbl MUHYTY Ha3al,
KOI'ZIa 3TOT FOCIIOAMH UCIyrall Bac... Sl B KAKOM-TO HMCIIyTe Ternepb. TOUYHO COH, a s JaXKe U BO CHE
He rajiaji, 4o Korja-HuOyap Oy1y rOBOPUTh XOTb C KAaKOM-HUOY/b HKEHIMHOM.

— Kak? neyxenn?..

— Jla, eciu pyka MOsl IpOXKMT, TO 3TO OTTOTO, YTO HUKOI/IA €llle ee He 00XBaThlBaja Takas
XOpOLLIEHbKasl MaJ€HbKasl py4yka, Kak Bamla. Sl cOBCEM OTBBIK OT >KEHILUH; TO €CTh sl K HUM U He
IIPUBBIKAJI HUKOTJA; 51 B€b OAMH... 5] naxke He 3Ha0, Kak TOBOPUTh C HUMU. BOT U Tenepp He 3Hato
— HE CKa3aJl U BaM KakoW-HuOyAb riynoctu? CKaXuTe MHE IPSIMO; HPEIYyNpeKIal0 Bac, s HE
00UIUUB...

— Her, Huvero, Hudero; Hanpotus. U ecnu yxxe BbI Tpedyere, 4To0 s Oblila OTKPOBEHHA, TaK
s BaM CKaXy, 4TO JKEHIIMHAM HPaBUTCS Takas poOOCTh; a €CIIU Bbl XOTUTE 3HATh OOJIbILE, TO U MHE
OHA TOK€ HPABUTCS, U 51 HE OTTOHIO Bac OT ce0s 10 caMoro Jioma.

— BBl cnenaere co MHOM, — Hawan s, 3aJbpIXasichb OT BOCTOpra, — 4YTO sI TOTYac e
nepecTany poOeTh, U TOTJa — MPOINail BCe MOU CpecTBal..

— CpenctBa? Kakue CpeJcTBa, K 4eMy? BOT 3TO YK JypPHO.

— BunoBar, He Oyny, y MeHS C sI3bIKa COPBAJIOCh; HO KakK € Bbl XOTUTE, YTOO B TaKyro
MUHYTY He OBLJIO KEJIaHHUA. ..

— [lonpaButbcs, uro nu?

— Hy na; nga Oynere, pagu Oora, 6yabre noOpsl. Ilocynurte, xto ! Beap BOoT yx MHe
JBaJALIATh LIECTh JIET, a 1 HUKOr0 HUKOraa He Bujaai. Hy, kak ke s MOy XOpOIlI0 TOBOPUTH, JIOBKO U
kcratu? Bam ke Oyzer BbIroJHee, KOrja Bce Oy1eT OTKPBITO, HAPYXKY... Sl HE yMer0 MoI4aTh, KOrjaa
cepaue Bo MHe rosoputT. Hy, ma Bce paBHo... IloBepure nu, HM OJHOW JKEHIIMHBI, HUKOTJA,
Hukorga! Hukakoro 3HakoMcTBa! M TOJNBKO MEUTAI0 KaX/Iblii 1I€Hb, YTO HAKOHEL-TO KOTAa-HUOYb
sl BCTpeuy Koro-HuOyib. AX, eciiv 6 Bbl 3HaJIM, CKOJIBKO pa3 s ObLI BiIIOOJIEH TaKUM 00pazom!..

— Ho kak xe, B Koro xe?

— Jla HU B KOrO, B MJean, B Ty, KOTOpas NMPUCHUTCS BO cHE. S co3maio B Medurax Liejble
pomansl. O, Bel MeHs He 3Haete! IlpaBna, Henb3s ke 6e3 Toro, s BCTpeyall IByX-TpeX JKEeHIIUH, HO
KaKue OHM KEHILMHBI? 3TO BCE Takue Xo3siiku, 4yto... Ho 5 Bac Hacmelly, s pacckaxy Bam, 4TO
HECKOJIbKO pa3 JyMall 3arOBOPUTh, TakK, 3alpOCTO, ¢ KaKOH-HUOYAb apHCTOKPAaTKOW Ha YIMIIE,
paszymeercs, KOrja OHa OJ{Ha; 3arOBOPUTh, KOHEYHO, POOKO, MOUTUTEIIBHO, CTPACTHO; CKa3aTh, YTO
noru6arw OJuH, YTOO OHAa HE OTrOHsIa MEHS, 4TO HET Cpe/ICTBa Y3HaTh XOTb KaKyl-HUOYIb
KEHILMHY; BHYLIIUTh €, 4TO Jake B OOS3aHHOCTSX >KECHIIMHBI HE OTBEPrHYTh POOKON MOJIbOBI
TAKOT0 HECYACTHOTO YelloBeKa, Kak 5. UTo, HaKoHell, U Bce, 4ero s Tpedyro, COCTOUT B TOM TOJIBKO,
4yTO0 CKa3aTh MHE Kakue-HUOY.b J[Ba CJIOBa OpaTcKue, ¢ y4acTHEM, HE OTOTHaTh MEHs C MEPBOTO
11ara, OBEpUTh MHE Ha CJOBO, BBICIYIIATh, YTO 51 Oy1y TOBOPUTH, IIOCMESThCA HA/J0 MHOM, eciu
YTOAHO, OOHA/IEKUTh MEHS, CKa3aTh MHE J[Ba CJIOBa, TOJIBKO JIBa CJIOBA, IOTOM MYCTh XOTh MbI C HEH
HuKorza He BcrpedaeMcs!.. Ho Bel cMeeTecs... Bripouew, st 15 TOro u roBopio...

— He nocanyiite; 1 cMeroch TOMy, YTO BBl caMu cebe Bpar, U eciiu O Bbl MONpoOoBau, TO
BaM ObI U yJaJ0Ch, MOKET OBITh, XOTh OBl M Ha YyJHIIE AeJ0 ObUIO; YeM mpolle, TeM Jyyire... Hu
oJlHa o0Opast )KEeHILMHA, €CJIM TOJIbKO OHAa He ITyIla WM OCOOCHHO He Cep/IuTa Ha YTO-HUOYIb B TY
MUHYTY, He pemmiack Obl OTOcCIaTh Bac 0e€3 A3THX JABYX CJIOB, KOTOPBIX BbI Tak pPOOKO
BbIMaJIMBaeTe... Bripouewm, 4to ! KoHeYHO, MpuHsIa ObI Bac 3a cymaciueuiero. 5 Beap cyauna mno
cebe. Cama-TO 51 MHOTO 3Hal0, KaK JIFOJM Ha CBETE KUBYT!



— O, bnarogapto Bac, — 3aKpuyall si, — BBl HE 3HACTE, YTO BBI ISl MCHS TENEPh cenanu!

— Xopomo, xopomo! Ho ckaxuTe MHE, OYeMy Bbl Y3HaJIM, YTO I Takas >KCHIIWHA, C
KOTOPOMi... HY, KOTOPYIO BBl CUUTAIN JTOCTOWHOW... BHUMAHUS W JPYKOBL... OJHHM CJIIOBOM, HE
X03s1i1Ka, KaK Bbl Ha3bIBaeTe. [louemy BbI pelmiinch NOAOUTH KO MHE?

— [Mouemy? moyemy? Ho BBl OBUTH OJHH, TOT TOCHOJIWH OBLT CIUIIKOM CMEI, TeTeph HOYb:
COTJIACHTECHh CaMHM, YTO 3TO 00SI3aHHOCTb...

— Her, Her, enie npex/e, Tam, Ha TOM cTopoHe. Beab BbI XOTeNH ke MOJA0WTH KO MHE?

— Tam, Ha To#i cropone? Ho s, mpaBo, He 3HAIO, KaKk OTBEYaTh; s OOIOCH... 3HAECTE JIH, S
Cero/Hs ObLI CUACTIIMB; SI IIEJ, TeN; s ObLI 32 TOPOJAOM; CO MHOM €Ille HUKOTAa He OBIBAJIO TaKUX
CYACTIIMBBIX MUHYT. BBI... MHE, MOXKET OBITh, TOKA3JIOCh... Hy, MpOCTUTE MEHSI, €CIIH S HAIIOMHIO:
MHE TI0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BbI IJIAKAJIU, U ... 1 HE MOT CJBIIIATH 3TO... Y MEHSA CTECHUIIOCH cepatle... O,
ooxxe Mmoi! Hy, ma Heyxemu ke s HE MOr IMOTOCKOBaTh 00 Bac? Heyxkemu ke Obul rpex
MOYYBCTBOBATh K BaM OpaTckoe cocTpananue?.. MI3BuHuTe, s ckazan cocrpananue... Hy, na, omaum
CJIOBOM, HEY)KEJIH 1 MOT Bac OOHJIETh TEM, YTO HEBOJIBHO B3yMaJIOCh MHE K BaM MOJIOHTH?..

— OcraBpTe, JOBOJIBHO, HE TOBOPHUTE... — CKa3aja JAEBYIIKA, MOTYMUBIINCh U CKaB MOIO
pyKy. — S cama BUHOBaTa, 4TO 3aroBopuja 00 3TOM; HO S paja, 4ToO He OmuobIach B Bac... HO BOT
yKe s IoMa; MHE HYXXHO CIO/Ia, B IEPEYJIOK; TYT JBa miara... [Ipomraiite, 6imaromapio Bac...

— Tak HeyxenH ke, HeYX el Mbl Ooubllie HUKOTJAAa He yBumumcs?.. Heyxenu 310 Tak u
ocTaHeTrcs?

— Buaure nu, — cka3ana, cMmesch, I€BYIIKA, — Bbl XOTEIM CHayana TOJIBKO JIBYX CJIOB, a
terneps... Ho, Bipodem, s BaM HUYETO HE CKaxy... MOXKET ObITh, BCTPETUMCH...

— S npuny croga 3aBTpa, — ckazan s. — O, IPOCTUTE MEeHS, 5 yKe Tpedylo...

— Jla, BBI HETEPICIIUBEL... BB IOYTH TpeOyeTe. ..

— Ilocnymaiite, nocnymaiite! — npepsan g ee. — [Ipocture, eciiu s1 BaM CKaxy OISTh YTO-
HUOYIH Takoe... Ho BOT 4TO: s HE MOTy HE MPUWTH CIoJia 3aBTpa. Sl MeuTarelnb; y MEHS TaK Majio
JNEUCTBUTENILHON JKU3HU, YTO 51 TAKUE MHUHYTHI, KaK 3Ty, KaK TENepb, CUUTAIO0 TaK PEJIKO, YTO HE
MOTY HE MOBTOPSATh 3TUX MUHYT B MEUTaHbsIX. S mpoMeuTaro 00 Bac MeIyr0 HOYb, LIETYI0 HEJIeIo,
BECh I'oJl. Sl HEPEMEHHO MpUAY CroAa 3aBTpa, UMEHHO CIOJa, Ha 3TO K€ MECTO, UMEHHO B 3TOT 4ac,
1 OyJly CHacTJIUB, MPUIIOMUHAS BUEpalTHEee. YK 3TO MECTO MHE MHJIO. Y MEHS YK€ €CTh TaKue JIBa-
Tpu Mecta B [letepOypre. S maxe oauH pa3 3amiakai OT BOCIIOMUHAHbA, KakK BbL.. [loueM 3HATh,
MOXET OBITh, M Bbl, TOMY Ha3aJ JECSATh MUHYT, IJIAaKaJIA OT BOCTIOMHHAHbs... Ho mpoctute mMens, s
OTISITh 3a0bLICS; BBI, MOXKET OBITh, KOT/Ia-HUOYAb OBLITH 371€Ch OCOOEHHO CYACTIIUBHL...

— Xopo1o, — cka3zajna JeByIlKa, — s, MOXaIyHl, MPUIY CIoa 3aBTpa, TOXKE B JIECATH YaCOB.
Buxy, uTo s yXe He MOTy BaM 3alpeTuTh... BOT B 4eM /€m0, MHE HYXHO OBITh 3/1eCh; HE
noAyMaiite, 94To0 s BaM Ha3Hadalla CBUJIAHUE; sl PEIYNPEkKIAI0 BaCc, MHE HY)KHO OBITh 371€Ch AJIs
cebs. Ho BOT... HY, yX s BaM IpAMO CKaxy: 9TO OyJeT HUYEro, €Ciu U BbI MPUJETE; BO-TIEPBHIX,
MOTYT OBITH OISATH HEMPUSITHOCTH, KaK CErOJIHS, HO 3TO B CTOPOHY... OJJHUM CJIOBOM, MHE MPOCTO
XO0TeJ0Ch ObI Bac BHJIETh... YTOO CKa3aTh BaM JBa CJI0Ba. TOJIbKO, BUAUTE JIH, BHI HE OCYAUTE MEHS
Tenepb? He MOoAyMaiTe, uTo sl TaK JIETKO Ha3Hayalo CBUAAHUA... S| Obl M HazHauwmia, ecnu O... Ho
mycTh 3T0 OyneT mMos TaitHa! Tonbko BIiepen yroBop...

— YroBop! roBopure, CKaXuTe, CKAKUTE BCE 3apaHe; s Ha BCE COTJIACEH, Ha BCE T'OTOB, —
BCKpHUYAIl 51 B BOCTOPre, — sl OTBEYAI0 3a ce0s1 — Oy/y MOCHyIlIeH, TOYTHTEJICH... BBl MEHS 3HaeTe...

— VIMeHHO OTTOTO, YTO 3HAIO Bac, W MPHUTJIAIIAIO Bac 3aBTPa, — CKa3aja CMesiCh JIEBYIIIKA. —
S Bac comepuieHHO 3Hat. Ho, cMoTpuTe, MpUXOIUTE C YCIOBHEM; BO-TIEPBBIX (TOJIBKO OYyAbTE
T0OpBI, UCTIOMHUTE, YTO S TOMPOINY, — BHUIWTE JIH, S TOBOPIO OTKPOBEHHO), HE BIIOOJISIUTECH B
MeHS... JTO Henb3s, yBepsto Bac. Ha npyx0y s roToBa, BOT BaM pyKa MOsL... A BIIOOUTHCS HEMb34,
npomry Bac!

— Knsnych BaM, — 3akpuyai si, CXBaTUB €€ PYUKY...

— TlomHOTE, HE KISHUTECH, ST BEIb 3HAIO, BBl CIIOCOOHBI BCIBIXHYTH Kak mopox. He
OCyXXJlaliTe MEHS, €CIIU s TaK TOBOpr0. Eciu 6 BbI 3HANU... Y MEHsI TOKE HHUKOTO HET, ¢ KeM Obl MHE
MOXHO OBIJIO CJIOBO CKaszaTh, y KOro Obl coBera crmpocuTh. KoHEUHO, HE Ha yJuWIlEe K€ MCKATh
COBETHUKOB, Jla Bbl MCKJIIOUEHHE. Sl Bac Tak 3HAK, Kak OYATO YK€ MBI JABaJlaTh JIET OBbLIU



npy3bsimu... He npaBna inu, Bbl HE U3MeHUTE?

— YBuUauTE... TOJIBKO 51 HE 3HAI0, KaK YXK s IO)KUBY XOTS CYTKHU.

— Cniure mokpemnye; 100pod HOUYM — U MOMHUTE, YTO I BaM yxe BBepuiack. Ho Bbl Tak
XOpOILIO BOCKIMKHYJHM JaBeya: HEYXKENH X JaBaTb OTUET B KaXKIOM UYBCTBE, Jaxke B OpaTckoM
couyBcTBHH! 3HAETE JIM, 3TO OBLJIO TaK XOPOIIO CKa3aHO, YTO y MEHsSI TOTYAC K€ MEJIbKHYJIa MBICTh
JIOBEPUTHCS BaM...

— Pagu 6ora, HO B uemM? 4TO?

— Jlo 3aBTtpa. Ilycth 3TO Oymer mokamect TaiiHOW. Tem mydlne ajs Bac; XOTh M3JAIH OyIeT
Ha pOMaH TNoxoxke. MoxeT ObITh, S BaM 3aBTpa ke CKaXy, a MOXKET ObITh, HET... S emie ¢ BaMu
Harepe] HOroBOPI0 Mbl TO3HAKOMUMCS JIyUIIIE. ..

— O, ;ma g BaM 3aBTpa K€ Bce pacckaxy mpo ceds! Ho uTo 3T0? TOYHO Yyd0 CO MHOM
coBepmaercs... I'me s, Ooxke wmoi? Hy, ckaxure, HEyXeld BBl HEIOBOJBHBI TEM, UYTO HE
paccepanch, Kak Obl cenaia qpyras, He OTOTHAJM MEHS B caMOM Hadane? J[Be MUHYTHI, ¥ BBI
clenanyd MeHs HaBcerja cyacTiuBbIM. [la! cHacTnuBBIM; 1MOYEeM 3HATh, MOXET OBIThb, BBl MEHS C
cO00i MOMUPHITH, pa3pelIiiii MOU COMHEHHS... MOXKeT ObITh, HA MEHS HAaXOJSAT TaKUE MUHYTHL...
Hy, na s Bam 3aBTpa Bce pacckaxy, Bbl BCe y3HaeTe, BCe...

— Xopo11o, TpUHUMAIO; Bbl U HAYHETE...

— Cornaces.

— Jlo cBuanbs!

— Jlo cBuganbs!

W M1 paccTanuck. Sl X0ausn BCIO HOYb; S HE MOT' PELIMTHCSI BOPOTUTHCA JOMOM. S OblI Tak
CYACTJIMB... 0 3aBTpa!

HO4Yb BTOPAA

— Hy, BoT 1 noxxunu! — ckaszana oHa MHE, CMESICh U NT0KHMasi MHE 00€ PYKH.

— 51 3;pech yke J1Ba 4yaca; Bbl HE 3HAaeTe, 4YTO ObLJIO CO MHOM 1IeJIbIi 1eHB!

— 3Haro, 3Halo0... HO K Jieny. 3Haere, 3aueM s npunuia? Beaps He B3m0p OonTaTh, Kak BUepa.
Bot uto: HaMm Hy>HO Bnepes yMHel nocTynaTh. S 000 BceM 3TOM Buepa J10JIro Aymala.

— B uem xe, B ueM ObiTh ymMHee? C MoOe€i CTOpOHBI, s TOTOB; HO, IIPaBO, B JKU3Hb HE
CJIy4aJIoCh CO MHOIO HUYETO YMHeEe, KaK Telepb.

— B camowm nene? Bo-nepBrIX, Npolily Bac, HE )KMHUTE TaK MOUX PYK; BO-BTOPBIX, OOBSBIISIO
BaM, 4YTO 51 00 Bac CEroJiHs JI0JITO pa3lyMbIBaa.

— Hy, u yem e xoHUMIOCH?

— Yem koHuminoch? KoOHUMIOCH TeM, 4YTO HY)XHO BCE€ CHOBa HauyaTh, IOTOMY 4YTO B
3aKJIIOYEHHUE BCErO S peIllnja CerofHsl, 4TO Bbl €€ MHE COBCEM HEU3BECTHBI, YTO sl BUepa
MOCTYMUJIa Kak peOeHOK, KaK JEeBOYKa, M, pa3yMeeTcs, BBIIUIO TaK, YTO BCEMY BHHOBAaTO MOeE
nobpoe cepale, TO €cTh s MoXBajwia ce0s, KaKk W BCErjJa KOHYAeTCsl, KOIrJla Mbl HAUHEM CBOE
pa3bupars. 1 mnoromy, uTOo0 moOmMpaBuTH OIIMOKY, s pelwia pasy3HaTb 00 Bac CaMbIM
noapoOHenmmM oobpazom. Ho Tak kak pazy3HaBaTh O Bac HE y KOT0, TO Bbl U JIOJDKHBI MHE CaMU BCE

paccka3aTrb, BCHO IMOAHOTI'OTHYIO. Hy, YTO BBl 3a YEIOBEK? HOCKOpee — HayuHahTe XKeE,
paCCKaSBIBaﬁTe CBOIO UCTOPHUIO.
— I/ICTOpI/II-O! — 3aKpuyal {, UCITYyTraBIIUCh, — I/ICTOPI/II-O! Ho xto Bam CKa3all, 4TO y MCHA

€CTh MOSI UICTOpHSI? Y MEHS HET UCTOPHUH...

— Taxk Kak ke BbI KWJIH, KOJb HET UCTOPUH? — repeduiia oHa, CMesCh.

— CogepiieHHO 6€3 BCAKHX UCTOpPUH! Tak, KW, KaK Y HAC TOBOPUTCSA, caM 1o cebe, TO eCTh
OJIUH COBEPIIEHHO, — OJMH, OJJUH BIIOJIHE, — MOHUMAETE, YTO TAKOE OJNH?

— Jla xak oguH? To €cTh BbI HUKOT'O HUKOTAa HE BUIAAIN?

— O HeT, BUJIETh-TO BUXKY, — a BCE-TAKH 5 OJIUH.

— Yo ke, BbI pa3Be HE TOBOPUTE HU C KeM?

— B cTtporom cmeIcie, HU € KEM.

— Jla xT0 *e BBl Takoil, oObacHuTech! I[locToliTe, s1 morajbpiBalOCh: y Bac, BEPHO, €CTh



0alymika, kak u y MeHs1. OHa ciernasi ¥ BOT yXKe LEeNYI0 )KU3Hb MEHSI HUKY/Ia He MyCKaeT, TaK 4To 5
IIOYTH pa3y4ywyiach COBCEM FOBOPHUTh. A KOrja s HallajJuja TOMY Ha3aJ roja JBa, TaKk OHA BUIUT,
YTO MEHS HE yJIEPKHIlb, B3sJIa MPU3Baja MEHs, 1a U MPUILIITIINIA OYJIaBKOH MOE IJIaThe K CBOEMY
— M TaK MbI C T€X MOP U CHJUM IO LEJIBIM JTHAM; OHA YYJIOK BSDKET, XOTh M ClIenas; a s NOJJIe Hee
CHIY, IIEH WM KHIDKKY BCIyX €H unTail — Takoi CTpaHHBIM 0ObIYaii, 4YTO BOT YK€ JBa roja
MPULIIHICHHAS. ..

— Ax, 60xe Moii, kakoe HecuacThe! Jla HeT ke, y MeHs HeT Takoi 0a0yIiKy.

— A KOJIb HET, TaK KaK 3TO Bbl MOXKETE JI0Ma CUIETH?..

— Tlocnymaiite, BB XOTUTE 3HATh, KTO Sl TAKOB?

— Hy, na, na!

— B ctporom cMmeicie ciioBa?

— B camom cTporom cmsbicie ciioBa!

— W3BoinbTe, 1 — THIL.

— Tun, Tun! kakoi THN? — 3aKkpuyaja JAeBYIIKa, 3aX0X0TaB TaK, KaK OYATO e LEeJIbIi ro/1 He
ynaBanoch cMesThesi. — Jla ¢ Bamu nipeBeceno! CMOTpuUTE: BOT 371€Ch €CTh CKaMelika; csaaeM! 3ech
HUKTO HE XOJUT, HAC HUKTO HE YCIBIIINT, U — HAYMHAWTE K€ Ballly UCTOPUIO! IOTOMY UYTO, YK BBI
MEHS HE YBEPHUTE, y Bac €CTh UCTOPHS, a BbI TOJILKO CKpbIBaeTeCh. Bo-niepBbIX, YTO ATO Takoe TUII?

— Tun? Tum — 3TO OpUIrMHAJ, 3TO TAaKOM CMEIIHON uYenoBek! — oTBedan s, caM
pacxoxoTaBUIMCh BCJEX 3a €€ JETCKUM CMEXOM. — OJTo Takoi xapakrep. Ciymiaiite: 3HaeTe BbI,
YTO TaKOE MEUTATEINb?

— Meurarens? 1n03BOJIBTE, Ja Kak HE 3HaTh? g cama Mmeutarensb! MHOM pa3 cuauiib noasne
0a0yIIKK1 ¥ 4ero-4ero B rojioBy He BoiijeT. Hy, BOT U HayHelb MeuTaTh, 1a TaK pa3ayMaciibes —
HY, IIPOCTO 32 KUTAICKOr0 MPUHIA BBIXOXKY... A Beb 3TO B Apyroi pa3 u xopomo — Meurars! Her,
BrpoueM, Oor 3HaeT! OcobeHHO ecnu ecTh U 0e3 ATOro 0 YeM JymaTh, — MPUOaBHIIa JEBYIIKA HA
3TOT pa3 JI0BOJIBHO CEPHE3HO.

— IIpeBocxonno! Yk Komu pa3 Bl BHIXOIMIN 33 OOT/IbIXaHA KUTAWCKOTO, TaK, CTaJo OBITh,
coBepuieHHO noiiMere MeHs. Hy, ciaymaiite ... Ho mo3BosibTe: Bepb s €lie He 3Hato, Kak Bac 30BYT?

— Hakonen-to! BOT paHO BCIOMHMJIH!

— Ax, Ooxe Moi#i! Ja MHE U Ha YM HE MPHUIILIO, MHE OBUIO ¥ TaK XOPOIIIO...

— Memns 30ByT — HacrteHbka.

— Hacrennka! u TonpK0?

— Tonbko! 1a Heyxenu Bam Majo, HEHACHITHBIN BBl ATaKOM!

— Mauo au? MHoro, MHOTO, HaPOTHUB, OYeHb MHOTO, HacTeHbka, ToOpeHbKask Bbl JEBYILIKA,
KOJIM C TIEPBOTO pa3y Bbl Wit MeHs cTaid Hactenbkoii!

— To-To xe! ny!

— Hy, BoT, HacTtenbka, cinymaiite-ka, Kakas TyT BBIXOJUT CMEIIHAs UCTOPUS.

S ycencs noasne Hee, NPUHSUT EAAHTCKU-CEPHE3HYIO 03y M Hayall CJIOBHO MO-TTMCAaHOMY:

— Ectb, Hacrenbka, ecnu BBl TOro He 3Haere, ecThb B [lerepOypre MOBOJIBHO CTpaHHBIE
yronku. B 3T Mmecta kak OyATO HE 3arIAJbIBA€T TO € COJHIE, KOTOPOE CBETUT i1 BCEX
neTepOypreKux JIIoeH, a 3arisabplBaeT Kakoe-TO APyroe, HOBoe, Kak OyATO HApOYHO 3aKa3aHHOE
JUIS 3THX YIJIOB, M CBETUT Ha BCE HMHBIM, OCOOEHHBIM cBeTOM. B sTux yrnax, muias HacteHbka,
BBDKHMBAeTCA Kak OYATO COBCEM JIpyrasl KU3Hb, HE TOXO0XKash Ha Ty, KOTOpas BO3JIe HAC KUITUT, a
TakKasi, KOTopas MOXeT ObITh B TPUAECATOM HEBEJAOMOM IIapCTBE, a HE y HAc, B Hallle Cephe3HOe-
npecepbe3Hoe BpeMs. BoT 3Ta-To KU3Hb M €CTh CMECh YEero-To YUCTO (PaHTACTUUECKOro, ropsyo-
uaeanbHoro u Bmecte ¢ TeM (yBbl, HacTenbka!) Tycki10-ipo3anyHOro U 0OOBIKHOBEHHOTO, YTOO HE
CKa3aThb: 1O HEBEPOATHOCTH IOIIJIOTO.

— ®y! rocioam 60ke Moit! kakoe mpeauciaoBue! UTo ke 3To s Takoe yCIbITy?

— VYcnpimure Bbl, HacTenpka (MHE KakeTcs, S HHUKOTJAa HE YCTaHy Ha3bIBaTh Bac
Hacrenpkoii), ychaplmuTe BB, YTO B ITHX YIVIaX MPOKHBAIOT CTPAHHBIC JIIOAM — MEYTATElH.
MeuTarenb — €ClIM HY)KHO €ro moApoOHOe ompeiesieHue — He YelOBEeK, a, 3HaeTe, KaKoe-TO
cyuiecTBo cpenHero poaa. CenuTcsi OH OOJbIIEI0 YacTUIO TAe-HUOYIb B HEMPUCTYIIHOM YTy, Kak
OyATO TauTCs B HEM Jlake OT JHEBHOTO CBETA, M YK €clii 3abepeTcs K cede, TO TaKk M MPUPaACTET K



CBOEMY YIIIy, KaK yJIuTKa, WK, IO KpaillHeil mMepe, OH OYeHb MOXO0X B ATOM OTHOIICHUH Ha TO
3aHUMATEeIbHOE KHUBOTHOE, KOTOPOE U KHUBOTHOE U JIOM BMECTE, KOTOpPOE Ha3bIBaeTCs Yepernaxou.
Kak BBbI 1ymMaeTe, OT4eTr0 OH Tak JIOOUT CBOU YETBHIPE CTCHBI, BEIKPAIICHHBIE HEMPEMEHHO 3€JICHOIO
KpPacKolo, 3aKONTeJNIble, YHbUIbIE KM HEMO3BOJIMUTEIbHO OOKypeHHble? 3adeM STOT CMEIIHON
TOCIIOJIMH, KOTJa €ro MPUXOAUT HABECTUTh KTO-HUOYIb M3 €r0 PEIKUX 3HAKOMBIX (2 KOHYAET OH
TEM, YTO 3HAKOMBIE y HEro BCE MEPEBOMASATCA), 3a4EM ITOT CMEIIHON YeNOBEK BCTPEYaeT ero, Tak
CKOH(Y3UBIINCH, TAK U3MECHUBIIUCH B JIUIIC U B TAKOM 3aMEIIATENILCTBE, KAK OyJITO OH TOJBKO YTO
CZelNiall B CBOMX UYETHIPEX CTEHAX MPECTYIUICHHE, KaK OyaTo oH (GadbpukoBai (ajabIIuBbIE OyMakKKH
WU Kakue-HUOyIb CTUIIKKA JJIs OTCBUIKM B JKypHajl IMpPU AHOHUMHOM IHCbME, B KOTOPOM
0003HaYaeTcs, YTO HACTOSILUN TOAT YK€ yMep M UYTO APYr €ro CUMUTACT CBSAILIEHHBIM JOJITOM
ormyonukoBath ero Bupmu? Otdero, ckaxxure MHe, HacTeHbKa, pa3roBOp Tak HE BSIHKETCS y ITUX
IBYX cOoOecelHUKOB? OTYEro HU CMeX, HM Kakoe-HHOyIb OOIKOoe CJIOBLIO HE CIIETAaeT C S3bIKa
BHE3AITHO BOIIC/IIECTO U 033]a9€HHOTO MPUSATENS], KOTOPBIA B IPYTrOM Cclydae OYeHb JIFOOUT U CMEX,
u OOHKOEe CJIOBLIO, U Pa3roBOPHI O MPEKpPACHOM Ioje, U JApyrue Becenble Tembl? OT4ero e,
HAaKOHEII, 3TOT MPUATEb, BEPOSITHO HEAABHUN 3HAKOMBIN, U MPHU MEPBOM BU3HUTE, — IMOTOMY YTO
BTOPOTO B TakOM ClIy4ae YK€ He OylIeT U HpUsTeNnb APYroil pa3 HE MNPHUAET, — OTYEro cam
MPUATENb TaK KOHPY3UTCS, TaK KOCTCHEET, IIPU BCEM CBOEM OCTPOYMUHU (ECIIH TOJBKO OHO €CTh Y
HEro), TJsAs Ha ONPOKHUHYTOE JIMIO0 XO3SHMHA, KOTOPBIM B CBOIO OYEpElb YK€ COBCEM YCIElN
MOTEPSITHCSA U COMTHCS C TIOCIIETHEr0 TOJIKA MOCJIE UCTIOJIMHCKUX, HO THICTHBIX YCHJIMH pa3riaJuTh
U YIECTPUTh Pa3roBOp, MOKa3aTh U C CBOEH CTOPOHBI 3HAHHME CBETCKOCTH, TOKE 3arOBOPUTH O
MIPEKPACHOM TMI0JIE W XOTh TaKOK IOKOPHOCTHIO TOHPABUTCS OEqHOMY, HE TyAa IOMaBIIEMY
YeN0BEeKY, KOTOPBIN OLIMOKOI0 MpuIlen K HeMy B roctu? OTuero, HaKOHeIl, TOCTh BIPYT XBaTaeTCs
3a NUISIMY ¥ OBICTPO YXOJWT, BHE3AITHO BCIIOMHUB O CAMOHYKHEHIIIEM JIeJie, KOTOPOr0 HUKOTJAa HE
ObIBaJo, M KOE-KaK BBICBOOOXKIACT CBOIO PYKYy U3 KAPKUX TMOXKATHH XO35IMHA, BCSYECKU
CTaparolIerocs MoKa3aTh CBOE pacKasHUE U MOMPaBUTh NOoTepsaHHOE? OTYEro yXOASIINi NMpUITeIb
XOXOYeT, BBIJA 3a JIBEphb, TYT K€ JaeT caMOMy ce0e CJIOBO HHMKOTJa HEe MPUXOAUTH K 3TOMY
YyJlaKy, XOTSl 3TOT YyJaK B CYIIHOCTH M MPEBOCXOIHEHIINI Majblif, U B TO € BpeMs HUKAaK HE
MOXKET OTKa3aTh CBOEMY BOOOpPaXEHUIO B MaJIeHbKOW MPHUXOTH: CPAaBHUTh, XOTh OTAAJICHHBIM
o0Opa3oM, (PU3MOHOMHIO CBOETO HEJABHErO COOSCEHHMKA BO BCE BpPEMsl CBUIAHHS C BHJIOM TOTO
HECYAaCTHOTO KOTEHOUYKa, KOTOPOro M3MSUIU, 3acTpalllajf U BCSIYECKU OOHMIETH JETH, BEPOJIOMHO
3aXBaTHUB €ro B IJIEH, CKOH(Y3WIN B Mpax, KOTOPBIM 3a0MIICSI HAKOHEI] OT HUX TOJI CTYJI, B TEMHOTY,
M TaMm LeNbld 4Yac Ha JOCyre MNPUHYXKICH OIIETUHUBATHCSA, OT(MBIPKUBATHCS M MBITh CBOE
0OMKEHHOE PHUIbIIE 00EMMH JIallaMUu M JIOJTO €IIIe MOCJI€ TOTO BpakaeOHO B3UPATh HA MPUPOIY U
KU3Hb W JIaX€ Ha MOJa4YKy C TOCMOJACKOro o0ena, MPUMAceHHYIO Al HEro COCTPagaTelIbHOIO
KJIFOYHUIIEIO?

— [Mocnymaiite, — nepebuna Hactenbka, KoTOpasi BCe BpeMs Ciyllana MEHS B YIUBJICHUH,
OTKpBIB TJ1a3a U POTHK, — TOCIYIIANTE: S COBEPIICHHO HE 3HAI0, OTYETO BCE ATO MPOU3OINIO U
[0YeMy UMEHHO BBl MHE Mpe/jlaracTe Takue CMEIIHbIE BOMPOCHI; HO YTO I 3HAK0 HABEPHOE, TaK TO,
YTO BCE ITU MPUKIIIOUECHUSI CIYIUIIMCh HETIPEMEHHO C BaMU, OT CJIOBA JIO CJIOBa.

— be3 coMHeHMs, — OTBeYall 1 C CaMOK0 CEPbE3HOM MUHOM.

— Hy, xonu 6e3 coMHEeHHs, Tak MpoaosIKaiiTe, — oTBeTHIa Hactenbka, — mOoTOMy YTO MHE
OUYEHb XOUETCS 3HATh, YEM 3TO KOHUHUTCS.

— BB1 xotute 3HaTh, HacTeHnbka, 4yTO Takoe jeliag B CBOEM YIJy Halll T€POM, WM, JydIle
CKasarhb, s, MTOTOMY YTO Iepoi BCETro JeNia — S, CBOe COOCTBEHHOM CKPOMHOM 0CO0O0; BBl XOTUTE
3HaTh, OTYETO S TAaK TEPETOJIOMMNIICS M TOTEPSJICS Ha IENbI JIeHb OT HEOXUIAHHOTO BU3HTA
npusitensi? Bel XOTUTE 3HATh, OTYETO sl TAaK BCOOPXHYJICA, TaK MOKPACHEN, KOI/1a OTBOPUIIM ABEPH B
MOI0O KOMHATy, TOYeMYy S HE€ YMeJ NPHHATh TOCTSA M TaK TOCTBIAHO TOTHO TOJ TSKECTHIO
COOCTBEHHOTO TOCTEIPUUMCTBA?

— Hy nma, ma! — orBewana Hacrenbka, — B 3ToM U Jneno. llocmymaiiTe: BBl MPEKPACHO
pacckasbIBaeTe, HO HETb3s JIM paccKa3blBaTh Kak-HUOYIb HE TaK MpeKpacHO? A TO Bl TOBOPUTE,
TOYHO KHUTY YUTAETE.

— Hacrenbka! — oTBeyan s BaXKHbIM U CTPOTUM TOJIOCOM, €/1Ba YAEP>KUBASICh OT CMEXa, —



Muitast HacteHnbka, s 3Haro, 4TO 51 pacCKa3blBaro MPEKPaCHO, HO — BUHOBAT, MHAUE 51 pAcCKa3bIBaTh
He ymero. Temeps, munas Hactenpka, Terneps s moxox Ha ayX maps CojaoMoHa, KOTOPBIA ObLI
TBICAYY JIET B KYOBIIIKE, MOJ CEMbIO MEYaTsMH, U C KOTOPOrO HAaKOHEI CHsUIM BCE 3TU CEMb
nevared. Teneps, munas HacTenbka, Koraa Mbl COLUIACH OISTH IIOCIIE TAKOM OJITOW PAa3IyKH, —
IIOTOMY 4TO 51 Bac JAAaBHO YyXe 3Haj, HacTeHbka, HOTOMY 4YTO S YK€ JaBHO KOIO-TO MCKall, a 3TO
3HAaK, YTO s MCKaJl UMEHHO Bac M 4YTO HaM ObUIO CY)XIEHO Telepb CBUAETHCS, — TENepb B MoeH
roJI0BE OTKPBUIMCH THICAYM KJIANIAHOB, U sI JOJDKEH IPOJMUTHCS PEKOIO CJIOB, HE TO 5 33JOXHYCh.
Wrak, npoury He nepebuBath MeHs, HacTeHbka, a ciymaTh MOKOPHO M IOCIYIIHO; MHAa4e — $
3aMoIuy.

— Hu-uu-uu! Hukak! ropopure! Teneps s He CKaXxy HU CJIOBA.

— IIponomxaro: ects, Apyr Mol HacTteHbka, B MOEM JTHE OJUH 4ac, KOTOPBIN s Ype3BbIYANHO
M006J110. DTO TOT caMblil yac, Korjia KOHYaOTCs MOYTH BCAKUE Jera, JODKHOCTU U 00513aTeNbCTBA U
BCE CIEIaT Mo JoMaM Moo0eaaTh, Mpujiedb OTIOXHYTh U TYT K€, B I0pOre, N300pEeTaloT U Apyrue
Becellble TEMBbI, Kacarollrecs Beuepa, HOUM U BCEro OCTAIOLIErocsi CBOO0AHOro BpeMeHu. B aTot yac
U Halll repoii, — MOTOMY 4TO yX I03B0OJIbTE MHE, HacTeHbka, paccka3bIBaTh B TPETHEM JIMILIE, 3aTEM
YTO B IEPBOM JIMLE BCE TO Y)KACHO CTBIIHO PAcCKas3blBaTh, — MTAK, B 3TOT 4ac W Hall T'€POH,
KOTOpBIH Toke ObuT He Oe3 Jena, maraeT 3a npouyuMu. Ho crpaHHOe 4yBCTBO yJIOBOJIBCTBUSL UTPAET
Ha ero 0JieIHOM, KaK OyJTO HECKOJbKO U3MATOM Julle. HepaBHOIYIIIHO CMOTPUT OH Ha BEYEPHIOKO
3aplo, KOTOopasi MEAJIEHHO FaCHET Ha XO0JIO0JHOM Inerepoyprckom Hebe. Korna s roBopro — CMOTpPHUT,
TakK 5 JITy: OH HE CMOTPUT, HO CO3€pLAeT KaK-TO O€30TYETHO, KaK OyTO yCTaJIbIi WM 3aHATHIA B TO
&Ke BpeMsl KaKUM-HUOY/b Ipyrum, 00jiee HHTEPECHBIM MPEIMETOM, TaK YTO Pa3BE TOJIBKO MEJIBKOM,
IIOYTU HEBOJIBHO, MOXKET YIEIUTh BPEMsI Ha Bce OKpyKarouiee. OH JOBOJIEH, IOTOMY YTO IIOKOHYMII
70 3aBTpa C JOCAIHBIMU Ul HEro Odeiamu , U pajJl, KaK IIKOJIbHUK, KOTOPOIO BBIMYCTHIIUA C
KJIACCHOM CKaMbM K JIFOOUMBIM Urpam M manoctsM. [TocMorpure Ha Hero cOoky, HacteHbka: Bb
TOTYAC YBUJUTE, YTO PAJOCTHOE YYBCTBO YK€ CHACTIMBO MOJEHCTBOBAJIO HA €ro clladble HEPBHI U
00JIe3HEHHO pa3/ipakeHHYI0 ¢aHTa3uo. BoT oH 0 uem-To 3aaymancs... Bel qymaere, o6 obene? o
ceroansmHeM Bedepe? Ha uro on Tak cmorpur? Ha 3TOro jin rocnojuHa colMIHON HapyKHOCTH,
KOTOPBIM TaK KapTHHHO MOKJIOHWJICS JaMme, IPOKATUBIIEICS MHUMO HEro Ha PE3BOHOIMX KOHSX B
onecramieii kapere? Het, Hactenbka, 4to emy Teneps 10 Bcerd 3Toi Menoun! OH Teneps yxe Oorat
c6oero 0cobeHHo KU3HBIO; OH Kak-TO BAPYI cTaj 0oraThIM, U MPOIIAIbHBIN JIyd MOTYXaroIEero
COJIHIIAa HE HalpacHO TaK BECEJI0 CBEPKHYJI Iepe]] HUM U BbI3BAJl U3 COIPETOro cep/ia Leblid poi
BIleUaT/IeHUu. Tenepb OH €/1Ba 3aMedacT Ty JOpOry, Ha KOTOPOHM INpexXae camas MeJKas MeJIo4yb
Morja mnopasuTh ero. Temepb «OoruHs @anrtasus» (eciu Bbl uyuTanu JKyKoBCKOro, Muias
Hacrenbka) yxe 3aTkajla IPUXOTIMBOK PYKOKO CBOIO 30JI0TYHO OCHOBY M IIOILIA pa3BUBAaTh MEPEN
HUM Y30pbl HEOBIBAJION, NPUYYIUIMBOW JKU3HM — U, KTO 3HAeT, MOXET, IepeHecia ero
MPUXOTIMBOM PYKOIO Ha CEIbMOE XpYyCTaIbHOE HEOO C MPEBOCXOHOI0 TPAaHUTHOTO TPOTyapa, 1o
KOTOpOMY OH €T BocBosicu. I[lonpoOyiiTe 0CTaHOBUTH €ro Temnepb, CIPOCUTE €ro BAPYT: TIe OH
Tenepb CTOUT, IO KaKUM YJIMLIAM LIeJ? — OH HaBepHO Obl HUYEro He MPUIIOMHWI, HU TOTO, TJe
XOJWJI, HU TOTO, I/I€ CTOSUI TENepb, U, MOKPACHEB C J0CAJbl, HEIPEMEHHO coirai Obl 4TO-HUOYAb
JUId CIACeHMs] NpUiIM4Mid. BoT mouemMy OH Tak B3JpPOTHYJ, 4yThb HE 3aKpHyal U C MCIIYTOM
OTJISIZIENICSL KPYroM, KOIJla OJHa OY€Hb MOYTEHHas CTAapylKa YYTHUBO OCTAHOBWJIA €0 IOCPEIN
TpOTyapa U cTaja paccIpaiuBaTh €ro 0 J0opore, KOTOpyr oHa morepsuia. Haxmypsces ¢ nocansl,
maraeT OH Jaibllie, €Ba 3aMedasl, YTO HE OAMH IPOXOXKUHU YIBIOHYNCS, HAa HEro TJsads, U
oOpaTwiics eMy BCIed M UYTO Kakas-HUOYIb MalieHbKas JeBOYKa, OOS3IMBO YCTYMUBIIAS €My
JI0pOTy, TPOMKO 3acMesiiach, TOCMOTPEB BO BCE IU1a3a HA €ro HIMPOKYIO CO3epLATENIbHYIO YABIOKY U
xecTel pykamu. Ho Bce Ta ke (paHTa3us mojaxsaTuia Ha CBOEM MUTPUBOM IOJIETE U CTapyUIKy, U
JOOOTBITHBIX MPOXO0XKUX, U CMEIOIIYIOCS JIEBOUKY, U MY>KMUYKOB, KOTOPBIE TYT € BEUEpsIIOT Ha
cBoux Oapkax, 3anpyauBHIMX POHTAHKY (MOJ0XKHUM, B 3TO BpeMsl 1O HEH MPOXOJWI HAIll repoi),
3aTKajia [IAJIOBJIMBO BCEX U BCE B CBOIO KaHBY, KaK MyX B MayTHHY, U C HOBBIM MPUOOpPETEHHEM
YyJaK yXe BoIleN K cede B OTPaJHYI0 HOPKY, yXkKe cel 3a 00el, y)Ke JaBHO oToOeaaa U OuHYJICS
TOJIBKO TOT/Ia, KOTJa 3a{yMunBas U BEeYHO IedaibHas MaTpeHa, KoTopas eMy IpUCTYKUBAET, yKe
BCe Mpubpasia co CTojNa U Nojajia eMy TpyOKy, OUHYJICS M C YAUBJICHHEM BCIIOMHHII, YTO OH YK€



coBceM 1oo0ea, pemuTeNbHO MPOTsiAeB, Kak 3TO CAeNaJock. B KoMHaTe MOTEeMHENO0; Ha Jylie
€ro MycTO U IPYCTHO; LI€JI0€ IIAPCTBO MEUTAHUM PYIIMIIOCH BOKPYT HETo, pyILIMiIoch Oe3 ciena, 6e3
IIyMa M TpecKa, IMPOHECI0Ch, KaK CHOBHJIEHHE, & OH M caM HE IIOMHHT, 4TO eMy Ipe3usiochk. Ho
KaKoe-TO TEMHOE OLIYIIEHHE, OT KOTOPOTro CJErKa 3aHblja U BOJHYETCS I'PyAb €ro, Kakoe-TO HOBOE
KeJlaHue COOIa3HUTENNBHO IEKOUYET U pa3ApakaeT ero (paHTa3uio U HE3aMETHO C3bIBAET LEJbIH PO
HOBBIX IIpU3pakoB. B ManeHbKOW KOMHATE€ LAPCTBYET THILIHWHA, YEAUHEHUE U JICHb HEXar
BOOOpaXKEHHE; OHO BOCIUIAMEHSIETCS CIIerKa, CJIerKa 3aKHIaeT, Kak BoJa B KogeilHuke cTapoi
MatpeHsbl, KoTopas 0e3MsTEeKHO BO3UTCS PAIOM, B KyXHeE, CTpsnas CBOM KyxapouHsblid kode. Bor
OHO )K€ CJIerKa IMpOPBHIBAETCS BCHBIIIKAMM, BOT YK€ M KHHUra, B3sTas Oe3 L€l W Hayjady,
BBINQ/Ia€T U3 PYK MOEro MeuTaTells, He JIOIIEIIero U J0 TpeTheil cTpaHulpl. BooOpaxeHue ero
CHOBa HACTPOCHO, BO30YXIEHO, W BAPYr OISATh HOBBI MHUp, HOBasi, OdapoBaTelIbHAas KHU3Hb
OJiecHyna Tiepes] HUM B OJecTsmieit cBoel mepcnektuBe. HoBelli coH — HOBoe cuactue! HoBbrid
IIpUEM YTOHUEHHOIO, ciafgoctpacTHoro ana!l O, 4ro eMy B Hawell aeiictBurensHoi sxu3nu! Ha ero
MOAKYIUICHHBIA B3IJIs[, Mbl C BaMM, HacTeHbka, )KMBEM TaK JIEHUBO, MEIJEHHO, BsSUIO; Ha €ro
B3IJISLJ, MBI BCE TaK HEJOBOJIbHBI HAILICIO CyAb0O0, TAK TOMUMCS Halleo ku3Hbio! Jla u Bopasny,
CMOTpHUTE, B CAMOM J€Jie, KaK Ha NEPBbIM B3MVIA] BCE MEXAY HAMHM XOJIOAHO, YTPOMO, TOYHO
cepauto... «begnsie!» — mymaer moit meutatens. [la u He quBO, uyTo Aymaetr! [locMoTpuTe Ha 3TH
BOJIILIEOHBIE TPU3PAKH, KOTOPbIE TaK 0YapOBATEIbHO, TaK MPUXOTIUBO, TaK O€30PEkKHO U IIHUPOKO
CIIaraloTCsl Tepel HUM B TaKOH BONIIEOHOMN, OJYIICBICHHONH KapTHUHE, I Ha NEpBOM IUIaHE,
MEePBBIM JIMIIOM, Y KOHEYHO, OH CaM, Hall MeyTaTellb, CBOCI JI0poroio ocoboro. [locmorpure,
Kakue pa3HOOOpa3Hble NPUKIIOUEHUS, KaKOM OECKOHEUHbI pol BOCTOPKEHHBIX TIpe3. Brl
CIpPOCHUTE, MOKET ObITh, 0 ueM oH MeuTaer? K yemy 3T0 cmpammBaTth! 1a 000 BceM... 006 poiu
ModTa, CHavaja HE NPU3HAHHOTO, a TIOTOM YBEHYaHHOro; O Apyxkoe c¢ [odmanom;
Bapdonomeeckass Houb, Jluana BepHoH, repoiickas poib npu B3situu Kazanum Banom
BacunbeBnuem, Kiapa MosOpaii, EBpus Jlenc, cobop mpenaroB u I'yc mepex HUMH, BOCCTaHHE
MepTBenoB B Pobepte (momHuTe My3bIKY? KiaaOumiem naxHer!), Munna u bpenna, cpaxkeHue npu

bepesune, urenue nosmel y rpadunu B-ii-/[-i1, [lanton, Kieonarpa e i suoi amanti,] gomux B
Konomue, cBOM yroiok, a nojjie MHJIOE CO3aHue, KOTOPOE CIIyLIaeT BaC B 3MMHUN Bedep, pacKpbIB
POTHK M TJIa3KH, KaK CIyLIaeTe Bbl TENEpb MEHsA, MOW MajeHbKHM aHrenbuuk... Her, HacreHbka,
YTO €MY, YTO €MY, CIaJ0CTPaCTHOMY JICHUBILY, B TOW JKU3HU, B KOTOPYIO HaM TaK XOYeTCsl C BaMu?
OH JlyMaeT, 4To 3TO OeaHas, Kaukas >KM3Hb, HE MPEAYrajbIBasi, 4TO M A HEro, MOXKET ObITh,
KOI/1a-HUOYAb MPOOBET IPYCTHBIM Yac, KOrJa OH 3a OAMH J€Hb TOW KaJKOH U3HU OTAAcT BCe
cBOM (paHTACTUYECKHUE TOJIbI, U €IIe HE 3a PaJI0CTh, HE 332 CYACTHE OT/IACT, M BBIOUPATh HE 3aXO0UeT B
TOT Yac rpycTH, pacKkasHUs U HeBO30paHHOTo Tops. Ho mokamMecr eiie He HAcCTaIO OHO, 3TO TPO3HOE
BpeMs, — OH HMYETrO HE >KEJIAeT, IOTOMY YTO OH BBILIE JKE€JAHUN, IOTOMY YTO C HUM BCE, IOTOMY
YTO OH IPECHIIIEH, IOTOMY YTO OH CaM XYJTOKHHK CBOEH U3HH U TBOPUT €€ ce0e KaXKIblii 4ac 1o
HOBOMY mpou3Boily. M Benp Tak JErko, TaK HATypaJbHO CO3JAETCS ATOT CKA30YHBIM,
¢anTactuueckuid mup! Kak Oyaro u BopsMb Bce 3To He mpuspak! [IpaBo, BepuTh roToB B MHYIO
MUHYTY, YTO BCS 3Ta KU3Hb HE BO30YKIIEHUS UyBCTBA, HE MUPAXK, HE 00OMaH BOOOpaKEHUS, a UTO
3TO U BIPSAMb ACHCTBUTEIbHOE, HacTosIIEee, cymee! Otuero x, ckaxure, HacteHbka, oTyero xe B
TaKle MHHYTBI CTECHSETCS MyX? OTUEero K€ KaKMM-TO BOJIIEOCTBOM, MO KaKOMY-TO HEBEIOMOMY
MIPOU3BOJIy YCKOpPSIETCSI MYJbC, OpBI3KYT cIe3bl W3 TJa3 MeuTarens, TopsaT ero OselHble,
YBJIQXKECHHBIE IIE€KH U TaKOH HEOTpa3uMOW OTpaJoi HAMOJHSAETCA BCe CyllecTBOBaHUE ero? OTuero
e T1eJIble 0eCCOHHBIE HOYHM MPOXOAAT KaK OJIMH MHT, B HEHCTOITUMOM BECEJIUU 1 CYACTHH, U KOT/1a
3apsi OJeCHET pPO30BBIM JIyUOM B OKHAa M pPACcCBET OCBETUT YIPIOMYIHO KOMHATY CBOUM
COMHUTEIBHBIM (paHTACTHYECKUM CBETOM, Kak y Hac, B [leTepOypre, Ham MeuTaTeNb, YTOMJICHHBIN,
M3MYYEHHBIN, OpocaeTcsl Ha MOCTENb U 3aChIlIaeT B 3aMUPAHUAX OT BOCTOpra CBOEro OOJIE3HEHHO-
MOTPSICEHHOTO JyXa M C TaKOK TOMHUTEIbHO-cIagkoo Oonsio B cepane? [la, Hacrenbka,
oOMaHeNIbcsl U HEBOJIBHO BUYIKE TIOBEPHIIIb, YTO CTPACTh HACTOSIIAS, ICTHHHAS BOJIHYET AYIILY €To,
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HEBOJILHO MOBEPHIIIb, YTO €CTh KUBOE, OCSI3aeMO€e B ero OecrioTHbIX rpe3ax! 1 Beap kakoit oOMaH
— BOT, Hampumep, J00O0Bb COIJIa B €ro IPydb CO BCEIO HEUCTOUIMMOIO PaJOCThI0, CO BCEMH
TOMUTEIIHBIMA MYUYEHHSIMH... TONBKO B3TISHUTE HA HEro u yoeaurecs! Bepure iu Bbl, Ha HEro
rians, munas Hactenbka, yTo A€WCTBUTENBHO OH HUKOT/IA HE 3HAJ TOM, KOTOPYIO OH TaK JIOOWI B
CBOEM MCCTYIUIEHHOM MeuTaHuu? Heykenu OH TOJIBKO M BHJIEN €€ B OJHUX OOOJBCTUTEIbHBIX
MpU3paKkax M TOJBKO JUIIb CHUJIACh €My 3Ta cTpacTh? Heyxenu u BIpsMb HE MPOILIM OHU PyKa B
PYKY CTOJIBKO TO/IOB CBOEH JKU3HU — OJHHU, BABOEM, OTOPOCHB BECh MUP U COSIMHUB KaXKIbIii CBOU
MHp, CBOIO XU3Hb C )KU3HBIO Ipyra? Heyxenu He OHa, B MMO3HMI Yac, KOr/la HacTaua pa3iyka, He
OHa JIeXKaya, pblAas M TOCKYs, Ha TPYAH €ro, He CIbllla OypH, pa3bIIpaBIIEHCs MOJ CYpOBBIM
HeOOM, He cIIbIla BETpa, KOTOPBIN CPhIBAI U YHOCHII CJI€3bl ¢ YepHBIX pecHull ee? Heyxenu Bce 310
Obula MeYTa — W 3TOT CaJl, YHBUIBIHA, 3a0pOIIEHHBIA U JUKHHA, C JOPOKKAMH, 3apPOCIIMMH MXOM,
YEeIUHEHHBIN, YIpIOMBIH, T/lé OHM TaK 4YacTO XOJWJIM BIBOEM, HAJESJIMCh, TOCKOBAIM, JIOOWIIH,
MOOUIU IpYT Apyra Tak JOJro, «Tak J0Jro U HexHo»! W 3TOT cTpaHHbIN, MpajeloBCKUIl J0M, B
KOTOPOM JKWJIa OHA CTOJBKO BPEMEHU YEAMHEHHO U IPYCTHO C CTapbIM, YTPIOMBIM MYXEM, BEYHO
MOJTYAJIMBBIM H JKEITYHBIM, ITYTABIINM UX, POOKUX, KaK JeTel, YHBUIO U OO0S3IMBO TAUBIIUX APYT OT
npyra n000Bb cBo0? Kak oHM My4YHIIUCh, KaK OOSJIMCh OHU, KaK HEBUHHA, YKCTa Obl1a UX J000Bb
u kak (yx pasymeercsa, Hacrenbka) 311 Obutn smroau! M, 60ke MOM, HEYXelId HE €€ BCTPETUJI OH
MOTOM, JIaJIeKO OT OeperoB CBOEH POAMHBI, MO Yy>KUM HEOOM, MONyIEHHBIM, KapKUM, B TUBHOM
BEUHOM Topojie, B Onecke Oama, mpu TrpoMe My3bIKH, B Tajamio (HEMPEeMEHHO B IMaJaIlo),
MOTOHYBILIEM B MOpPE OTHEM, Ha 3TOM OaJKOHE, YBUTOM MHPTOM U PO3aMH, Il OHA, Y3HAB €ro, TaK
MIOCTICIITHO CHSIJIA CBOIO MAcKy M, MPOIIENTaB: «5 cBoOOHAY, 3aIpOXkKaB, OPOCHIIACH B €0 OOBSITHS,
Y BCKPUKHYB OT BOCTOpra, MPUkKaBIIUCh IPYT K APYTY, OHU B OJAMH MHT 3a0bLTH U TOPE, U Pa3iyKy,
U BCE MYYEHMs, U YTPIOMBIA JJOM, U CTapUKa, U MPAYHbIi caJ B JAJIEKOW POAMHE, U CKAMEWKY, HA
KOTOPOM, € MOCJIETHUM CTPACTHBIM IIOLIEJIyEM, OHA BBIPhIBANACH U3 3aHEMEBILIUX B OTYASIHHOU MYKE
o0bsiTHH ero... O, cormacurech, HacTeHbKa, 4TO BCIIOPXHEUIHCS, CMYTHIILCS M MOKPAaCHEEIIh, KaK
IIKOJIbHUK, TOJBKO YTO 3allMXaBIIMKA B KapMaH yKpaJeHHOE M3 COCEIHEro caja s0JI0KO, Koraa
KaKOH-HUOYAb JUIMHHBINA, 370pPOBBIM IMapeHb, BeCEIbUaKk W Oajaryp, Ball HE3BaHBIA IPHUSATEID,
OTBOPHUT Bally ABEPb M KPUKHET, Kak OyATO HUYero He ObIBano: «A s, Opar, CUI0O MHHYTY W3
[TaBnoBcka!» boxe wmoit! crapeiii rpad ymep, HacTaeT HEM3PEYCHHOE CYACTHE, — TYT JIIOIU
npuesxaroT u3 [laBnosckal

Sl maternyecku 3amonyai, KOHYMB MOM NaTeTH4Yeckue Bo3riiackl. [IoMHIO, YTO MHE Yy>KacHO
XOTEJIOCh Kak-HMOYyJb 4Yepe3 CHIIy 3aX0X0TaTh, MOTOMY 4YTO SI YK€ YyBCTBOBaJ, YTO BO MHE
3alleBeNNIICS KaKOW-TO BpaxaeOHBbIH OECeHOK, YTO MHE YK€ HAuyMHaJIO 3axBaThlBaTh TrOpJO,
MOJIepruBaTh MOJOOPOAOK M uUTO Bce Ooyiee M Oojee BIaXHENU TIjaza MOH... S| oXujaan, 4To
Hacrenbka, KoTOpast ciyiaia MEeHsI, OTKPbIB CBOM YMHBIE IJ1a3KH, 3aX0X0UET BCEM CBOUM JIETCKHM,
HEYJIEP)KUMO BECEJIBIM CMEXOM, M YK€ PacKauBajCsl, YTO 3allell JAJIEKO, YTO HAIPACHO paccKasai
TO, YTO YK€ JaBHO HAKUIIEJIO B MOEM CEPJILIE, O YEM 51 MOT TOBOPUTH KaK MO-TUCAHOMY, IOTOMY YTO
y’K€ JaBHO MPUTOTOBMII 51 HAJl CAMUM COOOI IPUTOBOP, U TETEph HE yAepKaics, YToO He MpoUyecThb
€ro, MPU3HAThCS, HE OXHUJAAs, YTO MEHS MOWMYT; HO, K yIUBICHUIO MOEMY, OHa IpoMoJyana,
MIOTOJI1 HEMHOTO CJIETKa M0Xajla MHE PYKY U ¢ KAKMM-TO POOKHM y4acTHEM CIpOCHIIa:

— Heyxenu u B caMoMm Jies1e BbI TaK MPOKHUIIN BCIO CBOIO )KU3HB?

— Bcro xn3nap, HacTenpka, — oTBeval 51, — BCIO )KU3Hb, U, KAKETCS, TAK U OKOHUY!

— Her, aToro Henb3s, — cka3ajia oHa OECIOKOHHO, — 3TOro He Oy/AeT; 3TaK, MOXKalyi, u s
MPOXXMUBY BCIO JKM3Hb mojyie O6alymiku. [locnymaiite, 3HaeTe M, YTO 3TO BOBCE HEXOPOIIO TaK
KUThH?

— 3Hato, HacteHbka, 3Hato! — Bckpu4yan s, HE ynep)kuBas Oojee cBoero uyyectBa. — U
Ternepb 3Hato OoJblle, YeM KOTJa-HUOYAb, YTO S AapOM IOTeps Bce cBOM Jydinue roasl! Tenepb
3TO S 3HAI0, U YYBCTBYIO OOJIbHEE OT TAKOTO CO3HAHMSI, TOTOMY YTO caM OOT IOcJal MHE Bac, MOEro
no0poro aHrena, 4rod cka3aTb MHE 3TO U JI0Ka3aTh. Tenepb, KOraa sl CUXKy MOAJIE Bac U TOBOPIO C
BaMH, MHE yX U CTPALIHO MMOAYMAaTh O OyaylieM, IOTOMY 4TO B OyylieM — ONSATh OJMHOYECTBO,
OIISITh ATA 3aTXJIas, HEHYKHasl ’KU3Hb; U 0 YEM MeuTaTh OyJeT MHE, KOI/ia 5l yXKe HasiBy IOJie Bac
6bu1 Tak cyactiauB! O, OyabTe 6JarocI0BEHHBI, Bbl, MUJIas JIEBYIIKA, 3@ TO, YTO HE OTBEPIIIN MEHS C



IIEpPBOTO pa3a, 3a TO, UTO YK€ 1 MOT'Y CKa3aTh, UTO s KWJI XOTb JBa Beuepa B MOEH >KU3HU!

— Ox, Hert, HeT! — 3akpuvania Hactenbka, U cie3uHKY 3a0JMCTaIn Ha TJia3ax ee, — HeT, Tak
He Oynet OoJblie; Mbl Tak HE pacctanemcsi! Uto Takoe /Ba Beuepa!

— Ox, Hacrenbka, Hactenbka! 3HaeTe jiu, Kak Haf0aro0 Bbl IOMUPUIIU MEHS C caMUM co0010?
3HaeTe JIM, YTO yXKe s Ternepb He Oyay o cebe AymaTh Tak XyA0, KaK Jymall B MHbIE MUHYTHI? 3HaeTe
7Y, 9TO YK€ 5, MOXKET ObITh, HEe Oyay Oojee TOCKOBAaTh O TOM, YTO CHeJall MPECTYyIJICHHE U IPeX B
MO KU3HH, IIOTOMY YTO TaKas JKU3Hb €CTh HpectymuieHue u rpex? U He mgymaiite, 4tod s Bam
MpeyBeINYrBall 4YTO-HUOYAb, paau Oora, He aymaiite sToro, Hacrenpka, moromMy 4To Ha MeEHs
MHOTJa HaXOJIT MUHYTBI TaKOW TOCKH, TaKOW TOCKU... [IoTOMy 4TO MHE yXe HauMHAeT Ka3aTbCs B
3TH MUHYTBI, YTO 51 HUKOT'/Ia HE CIOCOOEH HAayaTh KUTh HACTOSIIECIO KU3HUIO; IIOTOMY YTO MHE yXKe
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO 51 IOTEPSII BCAKUI TaKT, BCAKOE UyThE B HACTOALLEM, AEHCTBUTEIBLHOM; IIOTOMY YTO,
HaKOHeIl, sl MPOKJIMHAJ caM ce0sl; MOTOMY YTO IMOCJIe MOMX (DAHTAaCTUUECKMX HOYEH Ha MEHS yxKe
HaXOJAT MHUHYTBI OTPE3BJICHHUS, KOTOpHIE YyxXacHbl! MEXIy TeM CIBIIUIIb, KaK KpPyrom Te0s
IPEMHUT M KPYXKHUTCA B JKU3HEHHOM BHUXPE JIOJCKAs TOJIA, CIBIIIMIIb, BUIMIIb, KAK KUBYT
JIIOJY, — JKUBYT HasBY, BUJMILb, YTO KU3Hb JJI1 HUX HE 3aKa3aHa, YTO UX KU3Hb HE pa3IeTUTCH,
KaK COH, KaK BHUJICHHE, YTO UX >KU3Hb BEYHO OOHOBISIOLIASICSl, BEUHO IOHAs M HU OJUH 4Yac ee
HETMOX0X Ha JPYrod, TOrAa Kak yHbUJIa M O TONUIOCTH OJHOOOpasHa myrimBas (anrasus, pada
TEHHU, Hujaeu, paba mepBoro oOjaKa, KOTOPOE BHE3AMHO 3aCTENeT COJHIIE U COXMET TOCKOIO
HacToslIee NeTepOyprckoe cepie, KOTOpoe TaK JOPOKUT CBOMM COJIHLIEM, — a YK B TOCKE Kakas
¢danTaszusa! UyBcTByellb, YTO OHA HAKOHEI[ YCTAeT, MCTOLIAETCS B BEYHOM HANpPsHKEHUU, 3Ta
Heucmowumas (paHTa3usl, MIOTOMY YTO BEIb MY’Kaelllb, BBDKHBACIIH U3 MPEKHUX CBOUX HICAJIOB:
OHHU pa30UBAIOTCS B MbUIb, B OOJOMKH; €CJH K HET APYroil *U3HU, TaK MPUXOJUTCS CTPOUTH €€ U3
ATHX K€ 00JIOMKOB. A MEXIY TeM Yero-To JAPYyroro MpocuT u xouet ayma! M HampacHO MedTaTelb
poetcs, KaKk B 30JI€, B CBOUX CTapbIX MEUTAHUSX, UIla B 3TOH 305 XOTh KaKOW-HUOYb UCKOPKH,
9100 pa3ayTh €€, BO30OHOBJICHHBIM OTHEM NPUTPETH MOXOJIOJEBIIEE CEPALEe U BOCKPECUTh B HEM
CHOBa BCE, UTO OBLIO MPEXE TaK MUJIO, YTO TPOTAIO AYIILY, YTO KHUIISITUIO KPOBB, YTO BHIPHIBAJIO
CJIe3bl U3 TJ1a3 U TaK POCKOITHO oOMaHbIBaio! 3naere iu, HacreHnbka, 10 4ero s gomen? 3HaeTe Iy,
4TO 1 YK€ NPUHYXKIEH CIPABIATH TOJOBIIMHY CBOMX OUIYIICHWH, FOJOBIIMHY TOTO, YTO OBLIO
IpeXJIe TaK MUJIO, YEro B CYLIIHOCTH HHUKOIJa HE ObIBajlo, — IOTOMY YTO 3Ta TOJIOBIIMHA
CIPABIISIETCS BCE IO TEM K€ TJIYNbIM, OECIIOTHBIM MEUYTaHUSIM, — M JeJIaTh 3TO, IOTOMY 4YTO U
3TUX-TO IIYIbIX MEUTAHUHN HET, 3aT€M, UTO HEUEM UX BBIKHTbH: BE/Ib U MEUTHI BbDKUBaOTCsA! 3HaeTe
JIM, YTO 5 JIFOOJIIO Tenepb MPUIIOMHHUTD U MOCETUTh B U3BECTHBIN CPOK T€ MECTa, I7ie ObLI CUACTIUB
KOI/1a-TO [0-CBOEMY, JIOOJII0 TOCTPOUTh CBO€ HACTOAllee TMOJ JiaJ Yyxe Oe3BO3BpaTHO
IpoIIeameMy M 4YacTo OpoXy Kak TeHb, 0e3 HyXIbl M 0€3 Ield, YHBUIO M TPYCTHO IO
nerepOyprckum 3akoyiakam u ynunam. Kakue Bce Bocnomunanus! [Ipunomunaercs, Hanpumep, 4To
BOT 37IECh POBHO I'0J] TOMY Ha3aJl, pOBHO B 3TO K€ BPEMs, B 3TOT XK€ 4ac, 10 ATOMY K€ TPOTyapy
Opoaui Tak kK€ OJUHOKO, TaK )K€ YHBUIO, Kak U Tenepb! VM mpumomMuHaeip, 4To U TOTJa MEYThI
ObUIM TPYCTHBI, M XOTb U IpeXJe ObUIO HE Jydllle, HO BCE KaK-TO YYBCTBYElIb, YTO Kak OyITO U
Jerye, ¥ MoKoifHee ObUIO KUTh, YTO HE OBLIO ATOM YEPHOH JyMbl, KOTOpasl TeNeph NPUBA3aJIach KO
MHE; YTO HE ObUIO 3THX YTPBI3EHUH COBECTH, YTPBI3E€HUH MpauHbIX, YIPIOMBIX, KOTOpbIE HU JHEM,
HU HOYBIO Terephb He JaroT nokos. W cmpammBaemb ceOs: rje e MeuTbl TBOM? M NOKauMBaellb
rOJIOBOIO, TOBOPHIIIb: KaK OBICTPO JIETAT rofsl! M onarek crpammBaenis ce0s: 4To ke Thl cIeNan ¢
CBOMMHM rojilaMu? Kyza Thl CXOPOHUJ cBoe Jyuinee BpeMsi? Thl skui uinu Het? CMOTpU, TOBOPHUIIL
ce0e, CMOTpH, KaK Ha CBETEe CTAHOBUTCS X0JI0IHO. Elrie mpoiayT rojipl, ¥ 3a HUIMU IPUIET YTPIOMOe
OJIMHOYECTBO, MPUJAET C KIFOKOU TpsiCydasi CTapoCTh, a 32 HUMU TOCKa U yHbIHUE. [lo0seqHeeT TBOM
(daHTacTHUECKUH MHUp, 3aMpYT, YTOHYT MEUTHI TBOM M OCBIIUIIOTCS, KaK JKENThIE JUCThS C
nepesbeB... O, Hactenbka! Beab rpycTHO OyJIeT OCTaBaThCs OJHOMY, OJTHOMY COBEPILIEHHO, U J1aXKe
HE UMETh YEro IMOXaJeTh — HUYEr0, POBHO HUYETO... IOTOMY YTO BCE, YTO NOTEPSII-TO, BCE 3TO,
BCe OBLIO HUYTO, TITYIBIA, KPYTJIbIN HYJIb, OBLTIO OJHO JIMILIL MEUTaHbe!

— Hy, He pazxanobnuBaiite MeHs1 Oonblie! — mporoBopwia Hactenbka, yTHpas CI€3HMHKY,
KOTOpasi BhIKaTHJIach U3 ria3 ee. — Tenepp koHueHO! Tenepb Mbl OyJieM BABOEM; TeNephb, UTO HU
CIIy4HCh CO MHOH, YK MBI HUKOrAa He paccraHemcs. [locmymaiite. SI mpocras neBymika, s Maio



yuuiach, X0TsS MHE 0aOyIka M HaHMMalla YYUTEIs;, HO, MPaBo, sl BaC MOHUMAIO, IOTOMY YTO BCe,
YTO BBl MHE IE€pecKa3alii Temepb, S YK cama Mpokuiia, Koraa Oadyrika MeHs MNpUIINHINIa K
iateio. Koneuno, s1 ObI Tak HE pacckaszajia XOpoUIo, KaK BBl paccKaszaliy, s He yYHJIach, — POOKO
npubaBuiia OHa, IOTOMY YTO BCE €llle UyBCTBOBAJIa KAKOE-TO YBAXKEHUE K MOEH MaTeTHYecKoil peun
U K MOEMY BBICOKOMY CJIOTY, — HO 51 OYE€Hb PaJia, YTO Bbl COBEPIIEHHO OTKPBUIMCHh MHE. Ternepp s
Bac 3HAIO, COBCEM, Bcero 3Haro. M 3HaeTe yTo? 5 BaM XO4y paccka3aTh U CBOIO MCTOPHUIO, BCIO O€3
yTalKy, a BBl MHE TOCIIE 3a TO JAJUTE COBET. Bbl O4eHb YMHBIN 4YelloBeK; 0OemaeTech i Bbl, 4YTO
BbI A/INTE€ MHE 3TOT COBET?

— Ax, Hactenbka, — oTBeyas 5, — 51 XOTh M HHUKOTJIa HE ObLI COBETHUKOM, U TeM OoJjee
YMHBIM COBETHHUKOM, HO TE€Meph BUXKY, YTO €CIM MbI Bcerja OyieM Tak *UThb, TO 3TO OyJIeT KaK-To
OYEHb YMHO, M KaXJbId APYr NPyry HaJaeT npeMHoro ymHsix coBeToB! Hy, XxopoiieHbkas mos
Hacrenbka, kakoil ke Bam coBeT? ['oBopUTE MHE NpSAMO; s TENEPh TaK BECel, CYACTIUB, CMEN U
YMEH, 4TO 3a CJIOBOM HE I10JI€3Y B KAPMaH.

— Her, Her! — mnepebusia HacteHbka, 3acMesSBIINCH, — MHE HYXKEH HE OJIMH YMHBIH COBET,
MHE HYXXEH COBET CepJICUHbIM, OpaTCcKuil, Tak, Kak Obl Bbl y’K€ BEK CBOH JIIOOMIN MEHs !
— Wner, Hactenbka, uaet! — 3akpuyai s B BOCTOpre, — M €clid O s yKe JBajIaTh JIET Bac

00U, TO BCE-TaKM HE JIIOOMIT OBl CUITbHEE TENEePEIIHero!
— Pyky Bamy! — ckaszana Hacrenbka.
— Bor ona! — orBeuau 51, nojaBas eil pyky.
— HWTak, HauHeMTe MO0 UCTOPHIO!

NCTOPUA HACTEHbKU

— [losoBUHY WCTOPWUU BBl yXKE 3HAETEe, TO €CTh BBl 3HACTE, YTO Y MEHS €CTh cTapas
6alymika...

— Ecnm npyrast mojoBrHA Tak e HeAoNra, Kak U 3Ta... — HepeOus ObIIO 51 3aCMESBIIHCH.

— Momuute u cnymaiite. [Ipexae Bcero yroBop: He nepedbuBarh MeHs, a HE TO s, OXKaIYH,
coOwtock. Hy, cirymraiite e cCMUPHO.

Ectb y Mens crapas 6a0ymika. S x Hell momnania eme o4eHb MalleHbKON AeBOYKOIl, TOTOMY YTO
Yy MEHSI YMEpJIU ¥ MaTh U orell. Hamo mymare, uro 6a0ynika Oblia mpexae Oorade, IOTOMY YTO H
Tenepb BCIOMHMHAET O JTy4IIuX AHsIX. OHa e MeHs Bblydriia 1mo-¢GpaHily3cKd U IOTOM HaHsIa MHE
yaurens. Korjga MHe ObUTO TIATHAANATE JIET (a Tereph MHE CEMHAIIATh), YYUTHCS Mbl KOHUHIU. BoT
B 9TO BpeMs 5 U HAIIAIKIIA; YK UTO S CAeNana — sl BaM He CKaXy; JOBOJBHO TOTO, YTO MPOCTYIOK
Obu1 HeOonbION. Tonpko GalyIika Mojo3Bana MEeHs K ce0e B OJHO YTpO M CKazajia, 4TO TaK Kak
OHa CJIera, TO 332 MHOM HEe YCMOTPHT, B3sia OyJIaBKY M MPUIIITHINIA MOE IJIaThe K CBOEMY, J1a TYT U
CKa3aya, 4YTO TaK MbI OyZeM BCIO )KH3Hb CHJIETh, €CITH, pa3yMeeTcs, 51 He c/enaroch rydme. OnHum
CIIOBOM, B TIEpPBOE BpeMsl OTONTH HUKAK HeJb3s ObUIO: U paboTaii, M YUTaii, U YUUCh — BCE MOJJIE
6abymku. S ObuTIO MOMpoOOBalia CXUTPUTH OJUH pa3 M YroBopuia cecTh Ha Moe Mecto Dexiy.
®exna — Hama paboTHHIIA, OHA TiTyxa. Dekia cea BMeCToO MeHsl; 6a0yIka B 3TO BpeMsl 3acHyJa B
Kpeclax, a s OTIpaBWJIach Hemaneko K moapyre. Hy, xymo m koHumiock. baOymka 6e3 meHs
MIPOCHYJACh ¥ O YEM-TO CIPOCHIIA, AyMasi, 4TO s BCE €Ille CHKY CMUPHO Ha MecTe. Dekna-To BUIUT,
yro Oalymika crpamuBaeT, a camMa He CJBIIIMT TPO 4YTO, AyMmala, JyMana, 4To €W Jaenarsb,
OTCTerHyna OynaBKy Ja U MyCcTUJIach OexXaThb...

Tyt Hactenpka ocTaHOBHIIach W Hayasla X0Xo0TaTh. S 3acmesuicst BMecTe ¢ Heto. OHa ToTYac
Ke mepecTaa.

— Tlocnymaiite, BbI He cMeiTeCh Haa 0aOyIIKON. DTO 5 CMEIOCh, OTTOTO YTO CMENIHO... UTO
e Jienarth, korjaa 6adyIika, mpaBo, Takasi, a TOJIBKO 5 €€ BCe-TaKu HEMHOXKKO Jroo6mio. Hy, 1a Torna
M JIOCTAJIOCh MHE: TOTYaC MEHS OIATh IMOCAJAWIA Ha MECTO M YX HHU-HHU, IICBEIBHYTHCS OBLIO
HENb34.

Hy-c, s Bam eme mo3abputa ckazath, 4TO y HAac, TO €CThb y OaOyIIKWH CBOW JIOM, TO €CTh
MaJeHbKUH JIOMHUK, BCETO TPU OKHA, COBCEM JEPEBSIHHBIA M TaKOW K€ CTapblil, kak 0alyiika; a
HaBepXy ME30HHH; BOT M Iepeexal K HaM B ME30HWH HOBBIHM JKHJICIL...



— Crano ObITh, OBLT U CTAPBIH KUJIET? — 3aMETUI S MUMOXOJIOM.

— Y3k KOHEYHO, ObUI, — OTBe4yasia HacTeHbka, — M KOTOpBIH yMeN MoJjdyaTh JIydIle Bac.
[IpaBna, y>x OH efBa SA3bIKOM BOpouaj. DTO ObUI CTApPUUOK, CYXOW, HEMOM, CIIETION, XPOMOH, Tak
YTO HAaKOHEI[ EMY CTaJl0 Hellb3sl )KUTh Ha CBETE, OH U yMep; a 3aTeM U MOHaJ00UJICs] HOBBIN JKUJIEIL,
MOTOMY 4YTO HaM 0€3 >KUJIbIA KHUTh HENb3s: 3TO ¢ 0a0yIIKMHBIM MEHCUOHOM IIOYTH BECh HAI
noxon. HoBbli skwmitenr kKak HapoyHO ObUT MOJIOJION YeIOBEK, HE3NENTHUH, 3ae3kuil. Tak Kak OH HE
TOpProBajcs, To 6a0yIika U MycTUIa €ro, a MoToM | cnpammuBaeT «Uro, HacTteHbka, Ham xuierr
Mo10101 i HeT?» Sl conratk He xoTena: «Tak, roBopro, 6adyiika, He TO YTOO COBCEM MOJIOJION, a
Tak, He cTapuky. «Hy, U mpuATHON HAPYKHOCTU?» — CIIpamBaeT 6a0yiika

S omaTte nrate He Xouy. «Jla, MpUATHOW, TOBOPIO, Hapy)KHOCTH OaOymika!» A Oalyiika
roBoput: «Ax! HakazaHbe, HaKa3zaHbe! S 3TO BHyUKa, TeOe I TOrO rOBOPIO, YTOO THI HA HETO HE
3acMaTpuBajiach. JKOM BEK Kakoil! moau, TakoW MEJKUA S>KWIel, a Belb TOXKE MPUATHOU
Hapy>KHOCTHU: HE TO B CTapUHY!»

A 06abymke Bce Obl B crapuny! M Mosoke-To oHa Oblla B CTapWHY, M COJHIIE-TO OBLIO B
CTapHuHYy TEIJIEE, U CIIMBKU B CTAPUHY HE TaK CKOPO KUCIU, — Bce B cTapuny! Bot s cuxy u Moy,
a mpo cebs Aymaro: 4ro ke 3To Oalyllika cama MeHs HaJ0yMIIMBaeT, CHpPAlINBAEeT, XOPOII JiH,
MOJIOJ Jiu Kujen? [la ToibKO Tak, TOJBKO MOoJyMalia, U TYT K€ CTajia OISITh METIN CUYUTATh, YyJIOK
BSI3aTh, a TOTOM COBCEM I03a0bLIa.

Bot pa3 nmoyTpy kK HaM U TMPUXOIUT >KWIEL, COPOCUTH O TOM, YTO €My KOMHATY OOeIaIH
o0osimMu okitenTh. CI0BO 3a coBO, 6alyika xe 6onTiuBa, u roBoput: "Cxoau, Hactenbka, ko MHE
B CHAJbHIO, NMPUHECH CYETHL. S TOTYAC K€ BCKOYMJA, BCSA, HE 3HAIO OTYEr0, MOKpacHenla, Jla u
103a0bL1a, YTO CHXKY MPHUIIIUICHHAS, HET, YTOO0 TUXOHBKO OTIIIWINTD, YTOOBI KUJIEIl HEe BUJAN, —
pBaHyIach Tak, 4To 0adyIKHUHO Kpecio nmoexano. Kak s yBuaena, 4To ®ujell Bce Tenepb y3Hal Mpo
MeHS$1, TOKpacHesa, cTaja Ha MecTe KaK BKOIaHHas Jla BAPYT M 3aIulakaia, — TaK CThIIHO U TOPbKO
CTaJIO B 3Ty MHUHYTY, YTO XOTh Ha CBET He MsineTh! baOymka kpuaut: «4TO K ThI CTOUIIB?» — a A
emie myuie... JKuell, kak yBUIelN, yBUJIEN, YTO MHE €Tr0 CTBIIHO CTajl0, OTKJIAHSJCS U TOTYac yien!

C Tex mop s, 4yTh IIYM B CEHsIX, KaKk MepTBas. BoT, mymarto, xujen uaer, 1a NOTUXOHbKY Ha
BCAKHI citydail u otmmnwiio 0ynaBky. Tonbko Bce ObuT He OH, He Tpuxoaui. [Ipomno aBe Hexeny;
YKUJICI] U TMPUCHUTAET cKazaTh ¢ MeKsIo, 4TO y HEro KHUT MHOTO ()paHI[y3CKHX M YTO BCE XOPOIIHE
KHHTH, TaK 4YTO MO>KHO YUTaTh; TaK HE XoueT Ju 0alyiika, 4Tod s uX eil mouuTana, yTod He ObUIO
cky4yHo? balOymika cornacunacek ¢ 6J1aro1apHOCThIO, TOJIBKO BCE CITpallinBaia, HDAaBCTBEHHbIC KHUTH
WJIM HET, IOTOMY YTO €CJIM KHUTH Oe3HpaBCTBEHHBIE, Tak TeOe, TOBOpUT, HacTeHbKa, YMTaTh HUKAK
HEJb3s1, Thl JYPHOMY Hay4HIIIbCSI.

— A uyemy X Hay4ych, 0abymka? Yto Tam HanmucaHo?

— A! TOBOPHT, ONKUCAHO B HUX, KaK MOJIOJIbIE JIFOJIA COONA3HSIIOT OJIaTOHPABHBIX JIEBHII, KaK
OHH, TIOJI MPEAJIOTOM TOTO, YTO XOTAT UX B3ATh 32 ce0sl, YBO3AT UX U3 JIOMY POIUTEIHCKOrO, Kak
MMOTOM OCTABJISIOT ATHUX HECYACTHBIX JIEBHI] HA BOJIIO CYAbOBI M OHU MOTHOAOT CaMbIM TUIAUYE€BHBIM
obpazom. S, — roBoputr 06alyiika, — MHOTO TaKWX KHIDKEK 4YMTana, M BCE, TOBOPHUT, TaK
MPEKPACHO OMKMCAHO, YTO HOYb CHMIIb, THXOHHKO YUTACIIb. TakK Thl, TOBOPUT, HacTeHbka, cMOTpPH,
ux He npouTH. Kakux 310, rOBOPUT, OH KHUT npucian?

— A Bce Banbsrepa CkorTa pomansl, 6a0yIka.

— Banprepa Ckorra pomanbl! A MOJHO, HET JIM TYT KakuxX-HUOYb mamtHeit? [TocmoTpu-ka,
HE TI0JIOKUJI JIX OH B HUX KaKOW-HUOY/b JIFOOOBHOM 3aMCOYKU?

— Her, roBopto, 6a0yiiika, HET 3aMUCKH.

— Jla TeI MO IEpETIETOM TOCMOTPH; OHU MHOT/IA B TIEPETUIET 3aMMXatoT, pa30oiHuKH ! ..

— Her, 6a0ymika, 1 moj MeperieToM HeT HUYETo.

— Hy To-10 *e!

Bor Mbl 1 Hawanu yutate BanbTep-CkoTTa M B KakOW-HUOYAb MECSI[ MOYTH TMOJOBHHY
npounu. [Totom oH eme u eme mpuckiai, [lymkuHa mpuUCkIad, Tak 4TO HAKOHEI 51 0€3 KHUT U
OBITH HE MOTJIA U MepecTalia AyMaTh, Kak Obl BBIMTH 32 KUTalCKOTO MIPHHIIA.

Tak ObLTO 7€M0, KOTJIAa OJWH pa3 MHE CIYyYHJIOCHh MOBCTPEYATHCS C HAIIMM JKUJIBIIOM Ha
nectauie. baOyiika 3a yem-To mocnana MeHs. OH OCTaHOBWJICS, sl TIOKpacHeNa, U OH MOKPACHEN,



OJTHAKO 3aCMESICS, TI03/I0pOBaJICs, O 0a0YIIKMHOM 30POBbE CIIPOCHII M TOBOPHT: «YTO, BBl KHUTH
npounu?» S orBevana: «IIpouna». «UTo e, TOBOPUT, BaM OOJIbIIIE MOHPABUIOCH?» I M TOBOpIO:
«HMBanroe na [lymkun 6oblie Bcex MOHpaBWIMCH». Ha 3TOT pa3 TeM u KOHYMIOCH.

Uepes Heelno sl eMy OISITh MoMnanach Ha jJecTHule. B 3ToT pa3 6alyiika He nmoceliana, a MHE
camoii Hazio ObLIO 3a YeM-To. b1 TpeTnii vac, a )Kujiel B 3TO BpeMsl JOMON MPUXOANI.

«3npaBcTBYiTE!» — roBOpUT. S emy: «3apaBCcTByiTE! »

— A 4TO, TOBOPHT, BaM HE CKYYHO IIEJIbIi JCHb CHIETh BMECTE ¢ 6a0ymKoit?

Kak oH 3710 y MeHs cripocu, 51, y>K HE 3HaK0 OTYEro, MOKPACHENa, 3aCThIANIACH, U OISITh MHE
CTaJ0 OOMIHO, BUJHO OTTOTO, YTO YK JPYIHE MPO 3TO JENO pacChpammBarh ctand. 1 yx ObuIo
X0TeJa He OTBeuaTh U YHTH, J1a CHJI He ObLIO.

— Tlocnymaiite, roBopUT, Bbl AoOpasi aeBymika! M3BuHUTE, 4TO S C BaMH Tak T'OBOPIO, HO,
yBEpSIIO Bac, s BaM Jiydile 0aOyIIKu Baiieil xenato 106pa. Y Bac MoApyr HET HUKAKUX, K KOTOPhIM
OBbI MO>KHO OBLJIO B TOCTH TOWUTH?

51 roBopio, UTO HUKAKUX, YTO ObLIa oAHa, MaleHnbka, 1a u Ta B [IckoB yexana.

— Tlocnymiaiite, rOBOPUT, XOTUTE CO MHOIO B T€ATp MOeXaTh?

— B Teatp? kak ke 6abymika-To?

— J1a BB, TOBOPUT, TUXOHBKO OT 0A0YIIKH...

— Her, roBopto, 51 6a0yiiky oOMaHbIBaTh He X0uy. [Ipomaiite-c!

— Hy, npomaiite, TOBOPUT, a caM HUYETrO HE CKa3all.

Tonpko mocie obema W NPUXOAUT OH K HaM; CceJl, JOJIr0 TOBOpUI C 0alyIIKOM,
paccrpamimBall, 4YTO OHa, BbIE3KAET JIM KyJa-HUOY/b, €CTh JIU 3HAKOMbIE, — J1a BAPYT U T'OBOPHUT:
«A cerofHsi s OBLIO JIOXKY B3 B omepy; ,,CeBUIBCKOrO IUPIOJIIBHUKA® NTAl0T, 3HAKOMBIE €XaTh
XOTEJH, J1a IOTOM OTKa3aJIHCh, Yy MEHS U OCTaJICS OMJIET Ha pyKax».

— «CeBUJILCKOTO  HHpIONIbHUKA»! —  3akpuuaia Oalymika, — Ja 3TO TOT CaMbIi
«IuprobHUKY», KOTOPOTO B CTApUHY JaBaju?
— Jla, roBopuT, 3T0 TOT camblii «LlUpIONBHUK», — Ja U B3TJIAHYNI Ha MEHS. A s YK Bce

MOHSUIA, TIOKPACHEIA, M Y MEHS CEpAIC OT OXKHUIAHUS 3aMPHITaio!

— Jla kak >xe, roBopuT 0alOymika, Kak He 3HaTh. §l cama B CTapuHYy Ha JOMAIllHEM TeaTpe
Po3uny urpanal!

— Tak He XOTUTE M eXaThb CErofHs? — CcKazaj Kujel. — Y MeHs OWIeT MpomnaaaeT e
IapoM

— Ma, moxkamyii, moesieM, roBOpuT 6a0yIika, 0Tuero x He moexats? A BoT y MeHa HacTeHbka
B Te€aTpe HUKOT/1a He Obliia

Bboxe Mmoii, kakas pamocts! ToTdac ke MbI COOpaMCh, CHAPSAUIUCH U Toexanu. babyrika
XOTh U CIIeTa, a BCe-TaKU €i XOTelI0Ch MY3bIKY CIyIIaTh, /1a, KpOME TOTO, OHA CTapylika Jo0pas:
0oJbIlle MEHs TMOTEIIUTh XOTela, CaMH-TO MBI HUKOT/Ia Obl He coOpaiuch. YK Kakoe ObLIO
BrieuatiieHue oT «CeBUIIBLCKOTO UPIOJIBHUKA», 1 BaM HC CKaXKy, TOJBKO BO BECh 3TOT BCUCP KHJIICI]
HaIll TaK XOPOIIO CMOTPEN Ha MEHs, TaK XOpOIIO TOBOPHJ, YTO sl TOTYAC yBHJEJNA, YTO OH MEHS
XOTeJ UCTBITaTh MOYTPY, NMPEATIOKUB, YTOO 5 ojHa ¢ HUM noexana. Hy, pagocts kakas! Cnatb s
JIeTTia Takas ropjasi, Takas Becelas, Tak cepJie OMIOoCh, YTO clenanach MajeHbKasi TUXopajaka u s
BCIO HOUb Openuiia 0 «CeBUIBCKOM ITUPIOJILHUKEY

S mymana, 4TO TOCIe 3TOTrO OH Bce OyJeT 3aXOMUTh yallle U yaiie, — He TyT-To Obuto. OH
MOYTH COBCEM TiepecTall. Tak, OJuH pa3 B Mecsll, ObIBAJIO, 3ai/I€T, U TO TOJIBKO C TEM, YTOO B TeaTp
npuriacuTh. Pasa 1Ba MbI ONSTH MOTOM ChE3IMIH. TOJBKO YK 3TUM 5 OblJIa COBCEM HEJOBOJbHA. S
BU/JIENA, YTO EMY MIPOCTO KAIKO ObLIO MEHS 3a TO, UTO 51 y 0a0yIIKH B TAKOM 3aroHe, a 00JIbIIe-TO U
Hudero. Jlanplie u fajbliie, U HAllUIO HA MEHS: U CHJIETh-TO sl HE CHXKY, M YMTATh-TO S HE YHTAI0, U
paboTtath HEe pabOTar, MHOT/IA CMEIOCh U 0abyIIke 4To-HUOYAh HA3JI0 JIeNar, APYror pa3 mpocTo
wady. Hakoner, s moxyzaena u 4yTh ObLIO He cTasa O0onbHA. OTNEepHBIA CE30H MPOIIIeN, U JKUJIel K
HaM COBCEM IIepecTal 3aXOJWTh; KOTJIa K€ MBI BCTPEUAINCh — BCE HA TOH JKe JIGCTHHIIE,
paszymeercs, — OH TaK MOJ4Ya MOKJIOHHUTCS, TaK CEPhE3HO, KaKk OyATO U TOBOPUTH HE XOUET, U YK
COWJIET COBCEM Ha KPBUIBIIO, a S BCE €IIe CTOK Ha TOJOBHWHE JICCTHHIIBI, KpacHas KaK BHIIHS,
MMOTOMY YTO Y MEHS BC KpOBb Hauaja OpocaThCs B TOJIOBY, KOT/Ia S C HUM ITOBCTPEYAIOCh.



Teneps ceituac 1 koHel. POBHO rog Tomy, B Mae Mecsle, )KUIE K HaM IPUXOAUT U TOBOPUT
0a0ylIKe, 4TO OH BBIXJIONOTAJ 3/I€Ch COBCEM CBOE JEJIO M YTO JOJKHO €My OIIITh yeXaTh Ha TOJ B
MockBy. S, kak ycrbliana, moOjeaHeNa U ynaja Ha CTyld Kak MmeprTBas. baOymika HUuYero He
3aMeTHJIa, a OH, O0BABUB, UTO YE3KAET OT HAC, OTKJIAHSJICS HAM U yIIell.

Uro MHe nenats? S qymana-nymalia, TOCKOBaJla-TOCKOBAJIa, 1a HAKOHELl M peLIIach. 3aBTpa
eMy ye3kaTb, a sl IOpelIMsa, 4TO Bce KOHYY BeuepoM, Korjga OaOymika yinaer cnartb. Tak u
CIlydmsioch. S HaBs3ala B y3€JOK BCE, YTO OBLIO IMJIAThEB, CKOJIBKO HY)KHO O€Nbsl, U C y3€JIKOM B
pYKax, HU J)KMBa HM MEpTBa, MOILIa B ME30HUH K Hamemy Kuiblly. Jlymaro, s 1mua nenslil yac mo
nectauue. Korzaa ke oTBopuiia K HEMY JIBEPb, OH TaK U BCKPUKHYJ, Ha MeHs Tsas. OH nymail, 4To
s MIpUBHUJCHHUE, U OPOCUIICS MHE BOABI MOAATh, IOTOMY YTO 5 €]1Ba CTOsU1a Ha Horax. Cepaue Tak
O6uI0Ch, UYTO B TOJIOBE O0JILHO OBLIO, M pazyM Mo momytuics. Korna ke s o4Hynace, To Hayana
IPSIMO TEM, YTO IOJIOXKUIIA CBOHM y3€JIOK K HEMY Ha IIOCTelNb, camMa cella MoJIe, 3aKpbulach pPyKaMu
U 3aruiakaia B Tpu pyubsi. OH, KaKETCsl, MUTOM BCE TIOHSUI U CTOSUI NIEpeo MHOUM OJEeTHBIA M TaK
I'PYCTHO TJIsET Ha MEHs, YTO BO MHE Cep/Ilie HaJ0pBalIo.

— Ilocnymaiite, — Hadan OoH, — mnociyliainte, Hacrenbka, S HUYEro HE MOTY; s YEJIOBEK
OeHbIM; y MEHS IIOKAMECT HET HUYEro, 1a)Ke MecTa IOPsAI0YHOI0; KaK K€ Mbl OyeM XKHTb, €ciiu O
s 1 )KEHUJICS Ha Bac?

MBI 10JIT0 TOBOPHWIIM, HO sI HAKOHELl IPUIILUIA B MUCCTYIUICHHE, CKa3alla, YTO HE MOTY XHTb y
06a0ymiky, 4To yoery ot Hee, 4TO He X04y, YToO MeHs OyJaBKOW MPUIIIMIMBAIMN, U YTO 5, KAK OH
X04YeT, MoeJy ¢ HUM B MOCKBY, MOTOMY 4YTO O€3 HEro »*utb He Mory. M crein, u ar060Bb, U
rOpAOCTh — BCE Pa3oM IOBOPHJIO BO MHE, U S 4yThb HE B CyJIOpOrax ymnajaa Ha mocrenb. S Tak
Oosiach oTkaza!

OH HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CHJIET MOJI4a, IIOTOM BCTaJl, MOJOIIEN KO MHE U B35JI MEHS 32 PYKY.

— Ilocnymaiite, Most no0pasi, Mo Muiass Hacrenbka! — Hayanm OH TOXE CKBO3b CIIE3bl, —
nocnymaidte. KnsHych Bam, 9Tto ecnu Korja-HuOyns s Oyay B COCTOSIHUM JKEHUTBCS, TO
HEIPEMEHHO Bbl COCTABUTE MOE CUACTHUE; YBEPSIO, TENEPb TOIBKO OJHU Bbl MOXKETE COCTABUTh MOE
cuactee. Ciymaiite: s exy B MOCKBY ¥ TpoOyIy TaM POBHO Trojl. 1 HaJer0Ch YCTPOUTH Jieia CBOM.
Korna Bopouych, U eciu Bbl MEHSI HE pa3iito0uTe, KISHYCh BaM, Mbl OyzieM cyacTiuBbl. Teneps ke
HEBO3MOXKHO, ST HE MOTY, 51 HE BIIpaBe XOTh 4TO-HUOYIh oOemark. Ho, moBTOpsItO, eciu uepe3 roj
3TO HE CAENAETCs, TO XOTh KOI/1a-HUOY/Ib HEIPEMEHHO OYAET; pasymMeeTcs — B TOM Cilydae, eCcilu
BbI HE MPEANOYTETE MHE JPYIrOro, MIOTOMY YTO CBS3bIBATh BaC KAKUM-HHOY/Ab CIOBOM s HE MOTY U
HE CMEIO.

Bot uro oH cka3zan MHe U HazaBTpa yexai. [lonoxxeHo Obulo cooOura 0adyiike HeE TOBOPUTH
00 sToM HHM cioBa. Tak oH 3axoren. Hy, BOT Tenepb NoYTH ¥ KOHYEHa Bcs Mosi uctopus. [Ipomen
poBHO roj. OH mpuexai, OH YK 3/1€Ch LeJble TPH JHS U, H...

— W 410 xe? — 3akpuyall S B HETEPIIEHUU YCIIbIIIATh KOHELL.

— W 1o cux nop He sBusuica! — orBevyana Hacrenpka, kak OynTo codupasick ¢ cujiaMu, — HH
CIlyXY HH JIyXYy...

Tyr oHa octaHOBWJIach, MOMoOJYajla HEMHOIO, OINYCTWJA TOJIOBY W BJAPYT, 3aKPBIBIIUCH
pyKamH, 3apblaia Tak, YTO BO MHE CEPJILE IIEPEBEPHYIIOCH OT dTUX PhIIAHUM.

S HUKaK HEe OKUJAT MOJOOHON Pa3BsI3KH.

— Hacrenbka! — Hayan g poOKMM M BKpaJuuBBIM roinocom, — Hacrtenbka! paau Oora, He
wiaubTe! [louemy Bbl 3HaeTe? MOXKET OBITh, €T0 €Ile HET ...

— 3nech, 31ecs! — noaxsatuia Hacrenbka. — OH 311€Ch, s 3TO 3Hat0. Y Hac OBUIO yCJIOBUE,
Torja eime, B TOoT Beuep, HaKaHyHE OThe3/a: KOrja y»Ke Mbl CKa3alM BCe, UTO sl BaM Iepeckaszana, u
YCIOBUJIMCh, MBI BBIIUIM CIOJIa TYJISATh, IMEHHO Ha 3Ty HaOepexkHyro. BbUlo aecaTh 4acoB; Mbl
CHUJIETIU Ha 3TOM ckamelike; s yKe He IJjaKaia, MHe ObLIO CIaJIKO CIyIIaTh TO, YTO OH roBopuiI... OH
CKa3ajl, YTO TOTYAC K€ IO MPHUE3JE NMPUAET K HaM U €CIIU 51 HE OTKAXYCh OT HEro, TO Mbl CKaXXEM
000 BceM O0abymike. Teneps OH mpuexad, s 9TO 3HaK0, U €ro HeT, HeT!

W ona cHOBa yaapuiach B CI€3BI.

— boxe moit! Jla pa3Be HUKaK HEIb3s MOMOYb TOPIO? — 3aKpUyall 5, BCKOUMB CO CKaMElKu B
coBeplIeHHOM oTdasiHuu. — Ckaxute, HacteHbka, Henb3s Iu OyJeT XOTh MHE CXOAUTh K HEMY?..



— Pa3Be 370 BO3MOXKHO? — CKa3alia OHa, BAPYT MOJHSB rOJIOBY.
— Her, pazymeercs, HET! — 3aMeTHII 51, CHOXBAaTUBIIKNCH. — A BOT YTO: HATUIIUTE MUCHMO.

— Her, 3TO0 HEBO3MOXHO, 3TO HEJNb3si! — OTBeYaJla OHA PEHIMTENIbHO, HO YK€ IMOTYIUB
rOJIOBY ¥ HE CMOTPS HA MEHSI.
— Kak Henb3s? oTyero x Helb3s? — MPOJOJIKAN 5, YXBAaTUBIIKUCH 3a CBowo ujaer. — Ho,

3Haere, HacTenbka, kakoe nmucbmo! [lncbMo nuceMy po3Hsb U...Ax, Hactenbka, 310 Tak! BBepbTech
MHe, BBepbTech! S BaM He 1aM nypHOro coBera. Bee 310 MOXkHO ycTpouTh! Bbl %e Hauaau nepBbli
1ar — OTYEro e TeHephb...

— Henp3s, nenp3s! Toraa st kak OyATO HABS3BIBAKOCh...

— AX, nobpenbkas Most Hactenbka! — nepebuit 51, He CKpbIBast YJIbIOKH, — HET )K€, HET; Bbl,
HAKOHEILl, BIIpaBe, MOTOMY 4YTO OH BaMm oOemain. Jla U Mo BceMy 5 BHXKY, YTO OH YEJIOBEK
JeTUKAaTHBIN, YTO OH IMOCTYNMJ XOPOILO, — IPORoJKal s, Bce Oojee U Oojiee BOCTOPrasich OT
JIOTHYHOCTH COOCTBEHHBIX JIOBOJOB M YOeXIeHHH, — OH kak mnoctynui? OH cebs cBs3anl
obemanreM. OH cka3al, 4YTO HU Ha KOM HE JKEHUTCS, KpOME Bac, €CJIM TOJIBKO KEHUTCS; BaM )K€ OH
OCTaBUJI IIOJIHYIO CBOOOY XOTh Ceuac OT HEro OTKa3aThCs... B TakoM ciyyae Bbl MOXETE CAEIaTh
NEPBBI 11ar, Bbl UMEETe MPaBo, Bbl UMEETE Mepel HUM IIPEUMYIIECTBO, XOTs Obl, Halpumep, eciau 0
3aXO0TEJU pa3BsA3aTh €ro OT JAHHOI'O CJIOBA...

— IMocnymaiite, Bb Kak Obl Harucanu?

— Yro?

— Jla 3T0 muchMo.

— 51 6b1 BOT Kak Hanucan: «MUJOCTUBBIA TOCYIAPb...»

— OTO TaK HENMPEMEHHO HYKHO — MMWJIOCTHUBBIN ToCyaapb?

— Henpemenno! Brpouem, otuero x? g gymarto...

— Hy, ny! nansbie!

— "MunocTuBsIil rocyiaps!

W3BunuTe, uto 5..." BrpoueM, HeT, He HYKHO HHUKakuX u3BHHeHMiH! TyT camblii ¢dakT Bce
OIIPaB/bIBAET, MUILUTE IPOCTO:

"S numy x Bam. Ilpocture MHE Moe HeTepneHMe; HO s Lenblii rog Obula cyacTivBa
HAJEX/J01; BUHOBATA JIU 5, YTO HE MOTY TENeph BHIHECTH U JHsI cOMHeHusA? Temnepb, Korja yxe Bbl
IIPUEXATIN, MOKET OBbITh, BBl YK€ U3MEHWJIN CBOU HaMepeHus. Toraa 3To MuchMo CKaXeT BaM, YTo 5
HE pomily U He OOBHHAIO Bac. S He OOBMHSIO Bac 3a TO, YTO HE BJIACTHA HaJ BAIlUM CEpJLEM;
TaKoBa Yy CyJap0a Mos!

Bb1 Onaropoansiii uenoBek. Bbl He ynblOHETeCh M HE MOJOCATyeTe Ha MOM HETEPIIENINBbIE
cTpokH. BecoMHuTe, 4To MX numier O6eqHas JeBYyIIKa, YTO OHA OJIHA, YTO HEKOMY HU HAay4duTh €€,
HU MTOCOBETOBATh €M M UTO OHA HUKOIJIa HE yMeJa cama COBJIaleTh ¢ cBouM cepaueM. Ho mpocture
MEHsI, 4TO B MO0 AYIIy XOTS Ha OJUH MHUI 3aKpajloch COMHEHHE. Bbl He cmocoOHBI naxe U
MBICJIEHHO 0OUJIETh TY, KOTOpasl Bac Tak Jr00mIa u JIIoOuT".

— Mla, na! T0 TOYHO Tak, kak A Aymaina! — 3akpuuana HacTeHpka, U panocTh 3acusiia B
rinazax ee. — O! BbI pa3pemnian Mou COMHEHUS, Bac MHe cam Oor nocinan! brnarogapro, 6aronapio
Bac!

— 3a 4To? 3a TO, YTO MeHs Oor mocnan? — oTBeval s, IS B BOCTOPIe Ha €€ pajloCTHOE
JINYHKO.

— Jla, XOTb 3a TO.

— Ax, Hactenpka! Benp Omaromapum ke Mbl MHBIX JIIOJIEH XOTh 3a TO, YTO OHM JKUBYT
BMecTe ¢ Hamu. S 6iarojgapro Bac 3a TO, YTO Bbl MHE BCTPETHIIUCH, 3a TO, YTO LIEJIbIA BEK MOU Oyny
BaC MOMHUTB!

— Hy, noBosibHO, TOBOJIBHO! A Temephb BOT UTO, CIyIIaiTe-Ka: Toraa ObIJIO YCIOBUE, YTO KaK
TOJILKO MPHENIET OH, TaK TOTYAC JacT 3HATh O ce0e TeM, YTO OCTAaBUT MHE MHCbMO B OJJHOM MECTE, Y
OJIHUX MOUX 3HAKOMBIX, JOOPBIX U MPOCTHIX JIFOJIEH, KOTOpPbIE HUYETro 00 STOM HE 3HAIOT; WM €CIIU
Helb3sl Oy/leT HamucaTh KO MHE MHChMa, 3aT€M YTO B ITMChbME HE BCETJa BCE PacCKaXKelllb, TO OH B
TOT k€ JIeHb, KaK IpHeNeT, OyJIeT Ciojla POBHO B JECSATh YacoB, TJ€ Mbl U TOJOXKWIM C HUM
BCcTpeTUTheA. O IpHes3ze ero s yKe 3Haro; HO BOT yXK€ TPETHM JA€Hb HET HU MHUCbMA, HU €ro. YHUTH



MHE OT 0aOyImKu MOyTpy HUKakK Henb3s. OTmaiiTe mUChMO MOE€ 3aBTpa BBl CaMU TeM JOOPBIM
JIOISIM, O KOTOPBIX S BaM TOBOPHJIA: OHU YK€ TEPENUIIoT, a €ClIM OyAeT OTBET, TO CaMH BbI
MIPUHECETE €r0 BEYEPOM B JIECATH YaCOB.

— Ho nuceMmo, nucemo! Benpb npexae HykHO nmUcbMo Hanucath! Tak pa3se mocie3aBTpa Bce
3TO OyHeT.

— Ilucemo... — orBeyana HacteHpka, HEMHOIO CMEIIABIINCh, — IMMCHMO... HO...

Ho ona He goroBopuna. OHa cHauajga OTBEpHYyJa OT MEHS CBOE JIMYMKO, MOKpacHesa, Kak
po3a, W BAPYT s MOYYBCTBOBAJI B MOEH PYKE MHCHMO, IMO-BUIMMOMY YK€ JIaBHO HAIMCAHHOE,
COBCEM IPUTOTOBJIEHHOE U 3aneyaTanHoe. Kakoe-To 3HakoMoe, MIIOe, TPalio3H0€ BOCTIOMUHAHKE
MPOHECIIOCH B MOEH rojiose!

— R, 0—Ro0, s, i —si, n,a— na, — Hayar .

— Rosina! — 3amenu Mbl 00a, 51, 4yTh HE OOHHMMAsl € OT BOCTOPra, OHA, IMOKPAaCHEB, Kak
TOJIbKO MOTJIa TTOKPACHETh, U CMESICh CKBO3b CJIE3bl, KOTOPbIE, KaK KEMUYKUHKH, JAPOKAIA HA €€
YEPHBIX PECHUIIAX.

— Hy, noBosbHO, noBosnbHO! Ilpomaiite Teneps! — ckazana oHa CKOpOTroBOpKOil. — Bort
BaM IKMCbMO, BOT U aJipec, Kyaa cHectu ero. [Ipomaiite! 1o cBunanus! 1o 3aBtpal

OnHa Kperko ckajga MHE 00¢ pyKH, KMBHYJA TOJIOBOW M MEJbKHYJIAa Kak CTpejia, B CBOM
nepeynok. S Joiaro CTosa Ha MecTe, MPOBOYXKAs ee riia3amMH.

«/o 3aBTpa! 10 3aBTpa!» — MpOHECIOCH B MOEH T'OJI0BE, KOTJ]a OHA CKPBLIAch U3 IJ1a3 MOUX

HOYb TPETbA

Ceronust ObLT I€Hb MEYANbHBIN, MOXKUIUBBIN, 0€3 MPOCBETa, TOUHO OyayIlas cTapocTh MOSI.
MeHsT TECHAT TaKUe CTPAaHHBIC MBICIH, TAKUE TEMHBIC OIIYIICHUS, TAKUE €IIe HESICHBIC IS MEHS
BOITPOCHI TOJIIISATCS B MOCH roJIoBE, — a KaK-TO HET HU CHJIbI, HU XOTEHHUsS UX paspemuTs. He MHe
paspeuruTs Bce 3To!

Ceromust Mbl He yBUIUMCS. Buepa, Korjna Mbl MpoIMIaIKch, 00IaKa CTaIM 3aBOJaKUBATh HEOO
Y mojbpIMascs TymaH. S ckasai, 4yTo 3aBTpa Oy[eT NypHOW JeHb; OHA HE OTBEYalia, OHA HE XOTela
MPOTUB ceOsl TOBOPUTH; VISl HEE ATOT JCHb U CBETENl U SICEH, U HU OJHA Ty4YKa HE 3acTelieT ee
CYACTHSI.

— Konu Oyner noxapb, Mbl He yBUIUMCS! — ckazana oHa. — S He mpuay.

S nyman, 4TO OHA U HE 3aMETHJIa CETOTHSIIHETO IO/, a MEXK/y TeM HE MpHUIIUIa.

Buepa Ob110 Halle TpeThe CBUIaHBE, HAIllA TPEThS Oenast HOYb...

OnHako, Kak pPaJoCTh M CYACTHE JIENAIOT YeJIOBEKa MPEKpPacHbIM! Kak KHUIUT Cepjle
moboBbio! Kaxercs, Xodellb U3IUTh BCE CBOE CEpJlle B APYroe Cepale, Xodelrb, uTod Bce ObLIO0
BeceNo, Bce cMmesuioch. M kak 3apasuternbHa 3Ta pagocts! Buepa B ee cioBax ObUIO CTOJIBKO HETH,
CTOJILKO JOOPOTHI KO MHE B cepaie... Kak oHa yxakuBaia 3a MHOM, Kak JiacKalach BO MHE, Kak
oboapsuta u Hexuna moe cepaie! O, CKOIbKO KOKeTcTBa oT cuactusi! A ... S mpuHuMan Bce 3a
YHCTYIO MOHETY; S IyMaJl, YTO OHa...

Ho, 60e Moit, Kak e MOT s 9TO IyMaTh? Kak e MOT sl OBITh TaK CJIET, KOTJa YKe BCE B3ATO
JIpyTUM, BCe HE MO€; KOTJa, HaKOHEIl, Jake dTa camasi HeKHOCTh ee, ee 3a00Ta, ee J000Bb... J1a,
m000Bb KO MHE, — ObUIa HE YTO MHOE, KaK paJiocTh O CKOPOM CBUJAHUHU C JIPYTUM, KEITaHHE
HaBs3aTh U MHE cBoe cuactue?.. Korma oH He mpuiien, KOrjaa Mbl MPOXKIadd HAampacHO, OHA XKe
HaxMypuJach, OHa e 3apodena u crpycuia. Bece nBmkeHus ee, Bce ClIOBa €€ y)Ke CTalld HE Tak
JIETKH, UTPUBBI U Becenbl. M, cTpaHHOE A€o0, — OHa yABOWJIA KO MHE CBO€ BHMMAaHHE, KaK OyaITO
MHCTHHKTHBHO Kejlasg Ha MEHS M3JIUTh TO, Yero cama kejiayia cebe, 3a 4To cama 0osiach; eciiki O
oHO He cOpuToCch. Most HacteHnbka Tak opobena, Tak mepenyraiach, 4To, KaXeTcs, OHsIIa, HAKOHEII,
gTO S JIIOONII0 €e, W CXKalWiach Haja Moeld OeaHoi mo0oBhi0. Tak, Korga MbI HECUACTHBI, MBI
CHJIbHEE YyBCTBYEM HECUACTHE IPYTHX; YYBCTBO HE pa30MBAETCs, a COCPEOTOUNBACTCA. .

Sl mpumen K HeW ¢ MOJHBIM CEPALEM M €Ba JOXKAAJICS CBUIAHUA. Sl HE MpeadyyBCTBOBAI
TOr0, 4YTO Oyay Temeph OILIyIaTh, HE MPEAYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO BCE 3TO HE Tak KOHUMTCSA. OHa cusna
panocThio, oHa oxuaana orBera. OTBeT ObuT OH caM. OH JTOJDKEH OBLI MPUITH, MpUOEkKaTh Ha €€



30B. OHa mpuIuia paHbiie MeHs IenbiM dyacoMm. CHadajga oHa BCEMY XOXOTalla, BCIKOMY CIIOBY
MoeMy cMmestach. Sl Hadals ObLII0 TOBOPUTH U YMOJIK.

— 3Haere 7, OTYEro 5 Tak paja? — cKaszalia OHa, — TaK pajia Ha BaC CMOTPETh? Tak Jt0OIIO
Bac ceroas?

— Hy? — cnipocuin 51, u cepue Moe 3apoxao.

— 1 orToro mo0II0 Bac, YTO BbI HE BIIOOWINCH B MEHA. Benp BOT MHOM, HA BallleM MecTe,
ctaj Obl OECIIOKOUTB, IPUCTABATh, pa3oxaics Obl, pa30oJesics, a BbI TAKOW MUJIbIH!

TyT oHa Tak ckajia MO0 PpyKYy, 4TO 5 4yTh He 3akpuuai. OHa 3acMessach.

— Boxe! xakoii BbI Ipyr! — Havana oHa 4epe3 MUHYTY OueHb cephe3Ho. — Jla Bac Oor mMHE
nocnan! Hy, 4uro Obl co MHOW ObLIO, ecnmu O Bac co MHOM Temepb He ObL10? Kakoil BbI
6eckopbicTHBIN! Kak xoporo Bel MeHst mobute! Koraa s BbIiy 3aMysX, Mbl OyZIeM O4€Hb JAPYIKHBI,
OoJiplIie YeM Kak Opaths. Sl Oyay Bac JIFOOMTH ITOYTH Tak, Kak €ro...

MHe cTajlo Kak-TO y’KaCHO I'PYCTHO B 3TO MTHOBEHHE; OJJHAKO K YTO-TO IOXOXKEE Ha CMEX
3aIleBEeTUIIOCH B IyIlIe MOCH.

— B&I B npumnanke, — ckasai s, — Bbl TPYCUTE; BBl JyMaeTe, YTO OH HE TPUJIET.

— bor ¢ Bamu! — orBewana oHa, — eciau O s ObUla MEHBIIE CUACTIMBA, sl ObI, KaXeTcs,
3arjiakajga OT Ballero HeBepHus, OT BalllUX yIPEKoB. Bripouem, Bbl MEHsI HaBEIM Ha MbICIIb U 331311
MHE JIONTYIO TyMY; HO 5 [IOAyMalo Ioclie, a Tenepb MPU3HAI0Ch BaM, UYTO MpaBy Bel roBopuTte. Ja!
s Kak-TO caMa HE€ CBOs; S KaK-TO BCA B OKMJIAHUU M YYBCTBYIO BCE KaK-TO CIIMIIKOM Jierko. [la
MOJIHOTE, OCTaBUM IIPO YyBCTBa!..

B 3T0 Bpems moChbIIaNKCh Ard, 1 B TEMHOTE MOKA3aJICsA MPOXO0KHM, KOTOPBIN IIET K HAM
HaBcTpeuy. Mbl 00a 3a1poskaiy; OHa YyTh HE BCKPUKHYJA. S OMyCTHII ee pyKy U clieiall )KeCT, KakK
Oyaro xoren otoiitu. Ho MBI 0OMaHyIMCh: 3TO OBUT HE OH.

— Yero BbI Oomtech? 3aueM BBl OpOCHIIM MOKO PyKy? — cCKaszalia OHa, TojJaBas MHE ee
orsATe. — Hy, 4T0 %e? MBI BcTpeTuM ero BMmecte. Sl xouy, 4ro0 OH BHJEN, KaK MBI JIIOOUM JAPYyT
Apyra.

— Kax mb1 1106uM 1pyr apyra! — 3akpuyait s.

"O Hacrenbka, Hactenpka! — mogymain si, — Kak 3THUM CJIOBOM Thl MHOro ckaszaia! Ot
sTaKoil moo6Bu, Hactenbka, B unoU 4ac X0JIOJI€ET Ha CEpJILE U CTAHOBUTCS TSDKENO Ha ayuie. TBos
pyka XxojomHasi, Mosl ropsiuas kak oronb. Kakas cnmemasi Tbi, Hactenpka!.. O! kak HecHOCEH
CYaCTJIMBBIN YenoBeK B MHyI0 MUHYTY! Ho s He mor Ha TeOs paccepauthes!..""

Hakoner cepaiie Moe nepenosHuioch.

— Tlocnymaiite, Hactenbpka! — 3akpudarn si, — 3Ha€Te JIU, 4YTO CO MHOW OBLJIO BECh JICHB?

— Hy uto, ut0 Takoe? paccka3zbiBaiiTe ckopee! UTo 5k BBI 10 CHX TIOp BCe MOTYaiu!

— Bo-niepBbix, HacteHnbka, Korja s MCIONHUI BCE Ballld KOMHUCCHH, OTAaj MUCHMO, ObUT Y
BaIlNX JOOPBIX JOJEH, TOTOM... TIOTOM 5l IPUIIIEN JOMOM U JIET CHaTh.

— Tonpko-T0? — mepebuia oHa 3aCMESIBIITUCH.

— Jla, moYTH TONBKO-TO, — OTBEYAN sl CKpems CepAle, NOTOMY YTO B TIJla3aX MOMX YXKe
HAKUIAJIN TIIyIble cie3bl. — S IpOoCHYJICS 3a yac 10 HAllero CBHJaHUs, HO Kak OyaTo M HE crall.
He 3Haro, yto ObUTO cO MHOM0. S 11€m, yTOO BaM 3TO BCE pacckas3aTb, Kak OyATO BpeMsl JUIs MEHS
OCTaHOBWJIOCh, KaK OyITO OJIHO OIIYIIEHHE, OJHO YYBCTBO JIOJDKHO OBLIO OCTaThCS C 3TOTO
BpEMEHH BO MHE HAaBEYHO, Kak Oy/ATO OJIHa MUHYTa JOJHKHA ObLIa MPOJIOJHKATHCS LETYI0 BEYHOCTh
U CIIOBHO BCS H3Hb OCTaHOBWJIACH i MeHs... Korzma s mpocHyscs, MHE Ka3aloch, YTO KaKOH-TO
MY3BIKQJIbHBI MOTHB, JaBHO 3HAKOMBIW, T/Ie-TO TMPEXK/E CIBIIMIAHHBIN, 3a0bITHI U CIIaJOCTHBIMH,
Tenepb BCIIOMUHANICA MHE. MHe Ka3aiock, YTO OH BCIO KH3Hb MPOCHIICA U3 AYIIA MOEH, U TOJIBKO
TENEPb...

— Ax, Ooxe moi, Ooxe moit! — mepebmira Hactenpka, — kak ke 3To Bce Tak? S He
MTOHUMAIO0 HH CJIOBA.

— AX, Hacrenbpka! MHE XOTen0OCh Kak-HUOYIb TIEpEaTh BaM 3TO CTPAHHOE BII€YATIIEHUE... —
Hayal 5 )kaJo0HBIM FOJIOCOM, B KOTOPOM CKPBIBAJIaCh €Ille HaIekKAa, XOTs BeCbMa OTaJICHHAS.

— [lonHoTe, mepectanbTe, MOJIHOTE! — 3aroBopuiia OHAa, ¥ B OJUH MHUI OHA JIOrajanachk,
IUTyTOBKA!



Bapyr ona chenanack Kak-TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO T'OBOpJIMBA, Becena, manoBnuBa. OHa B3sia
MEHs MOJ PYKY, CMesulach, XOTeNla, 4To0 M A TOXKE CMesuICs, M KaKJ0€ CMYILEHHOE CIIOBO MOe
OT3BIBAJIOCH B HEW TAKMM 3BOHKHM, TaKHUM JOJTHM CMEXOM... S HauMHAJl CEpAUTHCS, OHA BAPYT
IIyCTHJIACh KOKETHUYATb.

— Ilocnymaiite, — Havana oHa, — a BeJlb MHE HEMHOXKO JIOCAHO, YTO BBl HE BIIIOOMIIUCH B
MmeHs. Pa3bepute-ka mocie storo uesnoBeka! Ho Bce-Taku, rOCHOAMH HENPEKIOHHBIM, Bbl HE
MOJKETE HE TIOXBAJIUTh MEHS 3a TO, YTO 5 Takas mpoctas. Sl BaM Bce rOBOpIO, BCe TOBOPIO, Kakasi Obl
IIyIIOCTh HU MPOMENbKHYJIa y MEHsI B FOJIOBE.

— Cuymaiite! DT0 OJUMHHAALATH 4YacoB, KaXeTca? — cKasal 5, Korjga MEpHBIH 3BYK
KOJIOKOJIa 3aryiel ¢ OTJaJeHHOW ropojckoi Oamuu. OHa BApPYr OCTAHOBMJACh, IepecTalia
CMEATHCS M Havyajla CYUTATh.

— Jla, oqMHHAATh, — CKa3aja OHA HaKOHELl POOKUM, HEPEIIUTEIbHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

Sl ToTyac e packasuics, YTO Hamyrajg €e, 3aCTaBMJ CUMTaTh 4Yachl, M TMPOKISLT ceds 3a
IPUIIAZ0K 3J0CTH. MHe cTajlo 3a Hee IPYCTHO, U s HE 3HaJl, KaK UCKYIHUTh CBOE IperpeuieHue. 1
Hayajl ee yTellaTh, BBIMCKMBATh MPUYMHBI €r0 OTCYTCTBHSI, MOJIBOJIUTH pa3HbIC JIOBOJIHI,
nokasarenbeTBa. Hukoro Henb3st ObUIO jierde OOMaHyTh, Kak €€ B 9TY MUHYTY, Jla U BCSKUH B 3Ty
MUHYTY KakK-TO PaJOCTHO BBICIYIIMBACT XOTh Kakoe Obl TO HH OBUIO yTEIIEHHE W paa-paj, KOJIH
€CTb XOTh T€Hb OIIPABJAHMSL.

— Jla u cmemHoOe jeno, — Hadan s, Bce Oosee um Oosiee ropsdack W JHOOYSICh Ha
HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO SICHOCTb CBOMX JIOKa3aTeNbCTB, — Ja M HE MOI OH INPHUTH; Bbl U MEHSA
oOMaHynu ¥ 3aBiiekin, HacTeHpka, Tak 4To st 1 BpEeMEHH CYET MOTEpPsII... BBl TOIBKO moayMaiTe:
OH €/IBa MOT MOJIYYUTh MHCbMO; TOJ0XKHUM, €My HeJb3sl IPUITH, OJOKHUM, OH OyJeT OTBEYaTh, TAK
MUCHMO TMIPHUJIET HE paHbIIe KaK 3aBTpa. Sl 3a HUM 3aBTpa YeM CBET CXOXY M TOTYAC XK JIaM 3HaTh.
[Ipennonoxure, HAKOHEL, THICAYY BEPOSITHOCTEH: HY, €ro He ObUIO IOMa, KOTJja MPHILIO TUCbMO, U
OH, MOXET OBbITh, €T0 U J0 CHUX IOp He yuTai? Beap Bce MOKET CITyUHUThCS.

— Ha, na! — orBeyana Hactenbka, — 5 U HE MOAyMaJla; KOHEYHO, BCE MOXKET CIYYUTHCS, —
MPOJOIDKAJIa OHA CAMbIM CTOBOPYMBBIM TOJIOCOM, HO B KOTOPOM, KakK JIOCATHBIA HCCOHAHC,
CIIBIIIANIACH KaKas-TO Jpyras, OTAaJeHHas MbICIb. — BoOT 4TO BBl chenaiite, — mnpopoipkaia
OHa, — BBI WIUTE 3aBTPa KaK MOXKHO paHbIIE U, €CIH MOJIYIYUTE YTO-HUOY/Ib, TOTYAC XKE JaiiTe MHE
3HaTh. Bbl Benb 3Haete, e g xuBy? — M oHa Hauasa HOBTOPSATH MHE CBOM ajipec.

[Torom oHa BIOpyr craja Tak HEXHa, Tak poOKka co MHOW0... OHa, Ka3ajioch, Ciyliaia
BHUMATEJIbHO, UYTO s €H TOBOPHJ; HO KOrjga s oOpaTWiCS K Hel ¢ KakUM-TO BOIPOCOM, OHa
cMoOJT4alla, CMeIIanach U OTBOPOTHIIA OT MEHS TOJIOBKY. Sl 3arisiHyln e B Tla3a — Tak U eCTh: OHa
TUIaKana.

— Hy, MoxxHO 7111, MOkHO JIu? AX, kKakoe BbI quTs! Kakoe pedsuectBo!.. [Tonnore!

Omna nonpoGoBana yIblOHYThCS, YCIIOKOUTHCS, HO TOAOOPOJIOK €€ APOoKall U TPyAb Bce elle
KOJIBIXAJIach.

— 51 nymato 00 Bac, — cKa3aja OHa MHE 110CJieé MUHYTHOTO MOJIYaHMsI, — BbI TaK JOOpPHI, 4TO
s ObUla Obl KaMeHHasl, ecii O He YyBCTBOBaJa ATOr0. 3HAETE JIM, YTO MHE MPHIJIO TENeph B
rosioBy? Sl Bac o6oux cpaBHMIA. 3aueM OH — He BbI? 3aueM OH He TakoM, kak BbI? OH XyXe Bac,
XOTb 5 ¥ JI0OJII0 ero OoJiblie Bac.

51 He oTBeyan Huyero. OHa, Ka3ajaochk, Xaaja, 4Tod s cKazayl 4YTo-HUOYIb.

— KoneuHo, s, MOXeT OBITh, HE COBCEM €IIe €r0 TIOHUMAr0, He COBCEM €ro 3Haio. 3HaeTe, s
Kak OyATo Bcerjga Oosjachk ero; OH BcerJa ObUl TakOM Cepbe3HbIM, Takol Kak OYyATO TOPJBIH.
KoHeuHo, s 3HaI0, YTO 3TO OH TOJNBKO CMOTPUT TakK, YTO B CEpAIE €ro OOJbIle, YeM B MOEM,
HEXHOCTH... Sl MOMHIO, KaK OH MOCMOTpeNl Ha MEHs TOrJa, Kak s, MOMHHUTE, MpUIIa K HEMY C
Y3€JIKOM; HO BCE-TaKH S €r0 KaK-TO CIIUIIKOM yBaXKaro, a BE/Ib ATO KaK OyATO ObI MBI U HEPOBHS?

— Her, Hacrenbka, HeT, — oTBeYal 5, — 3TO 3HAYMT, YTO BBl €r0 OOJIbIIE BCETO HA CBETE
mobute, U Topasao OonbIre ceds caMoi JTIFOOUTE.

— Jla, MON0XKUM, 4TO 3TO TaK, — OTBevyasa HauBHasg HacTeHbka, — HO 3HaeTe JIM, YTO MHE
MIPUIILIO TeTiepb B TOIOBY? TOJBKO s TETIEph HE MPO HEro Oyay TOBOPUTH, a TaK, BOOOIIE; MHE yiKe
JaBHO BCE 3TO MPHUXOIWIO B rosoBy. Ilocnymiaiite, 3aueM Mbl Bce HE Tak, Kak Obl OpaThs ¢



OpaTthsaMu? 3aueM caMblii Ty4IIUNA YEIOBEK BCeraa Kak OyATO 4TO-TO TAaUT OT JPYTOro U MOIYHUT OT
Hero? 3aueM mpsMo, cerlyac, He CKas3aTh, UTO €CTh Ha Cep/ille, KOJU 3Haelllb, YTO HE Ha BETEpP CBOE
CJIOBO CKa)kelIb? A TO BCSKHUW TaK CMOTPHT, KaKk OYJITO OH CypOBee, YeM OH €CTh Ha CaMOM Jelie,
Kak OyaTo Bce 0OSTCSI OCKOPOUTH CBOM YYBCTBA, KOJIM OYE€Hb CKOPO BBIKAXKYT HX...

— Ax, Hacrtenpka! npaBay Bbl TOBOPHUTE; J1a BEAb 3TO MPOUCXOAUT OT MHOTHX NMPUYUH, —
nepedu s, cam Oosiee YeM Koraa-HUOYIb B 3TY MUHYTY CTECHSABILUN CBOM YyBCTBA.

— Her, Her! — oTBeuana oHa ¢ MIyOOKUM 9yBCTBOM. — BOT BBI, HalpuMep, HE TaKOB, KaK
npyrue! S, mpaBo, He 3HalO0, Kak Obl BaM 3TO paccKa3aTh, UTO Sl UyBCTBYIO; HO MHE Ka)eTcsl, BBl BOT,
HaMpUMep... XOTh OBl TEMeph... MHE KAXKETCs, BbI YEM-TO JIJISi MEHS JKepPTByeTe, — MPUOABUIIa OHA
poOKO, METBKOM B3IJIIHYB Ha MeHS. — Bbl MeHsI mpocTuTe, eciid S BaM TaK TOBOPIO: s Belb
MpocTasi IEBYIIKa; s BEb MaJO €IIe BHJEJa Ha CBETE€ W, MPaBO, HE YMEI MHOTJA FOBOPUTH, —
npubaBuiia OHa TOJIOCOM, JIPOXKAIIMM OT KaKOTO-TO 3aTA€HHOT'O YYBCTBA, M CTApasiCh MEXKAY TEM
yIBIOHYTHCS,, — HO MHE TOJBKO XOTEJIOCh CKa3aTh BaM, 4YTO s OJarogapHa, 4To s TOXKE BCE 3TO
4qyBCTBYIO ... O, maii Bam Oor 3a 3710 cuactusi! BoT To, 4TO Bhl MHE Hacka3ajd TOrJa O BalleM
MeuTaTelie, COBEpPIIEHHO HENpaBla, TO €CTh, s XOUy CKa3aTh, COBCEM JIO Bac He Kacaercs. Bwi
BBI3JIOPABJIMBACTE, BbI, IPABO, COBCEM JIPYroil 4elloBEeK, 4eM Kak camu ceOsi omucanu. Eciu Bb
KOTJ1a-HUOY/b NOJTI00UTE, TO Jail BaM 00T cuacTus ¢ Hero! A el s HU4ero He jKeNlaro, IOTOMY 4TO
OHa OyJeT cuacT/ivBa ¢ BaMu. S 3Halo, 51 cama JKEHIIMHA, U BbI IOJDKHBI MHE BEPUTD, €CIIU 51 BaM TaK
TOBODPIO...

OHa 3aMOJIKJIa M KPENnKo Moxana pykKy MHe. S Toxe He MOI HUYEero rOBOPUTh OT BOJIHEHHUS.
[IpomuIo HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.

— Jla, BUAHO, 4TO OH HE MPUAET CErojHd! — cCKa3ajga OHa HAKOHEI], MOJHSB TOJIOBY. —
[To3ano!..

— OH npuzer 3aBTpa, — CKa3aj s CaMblM YBEPUTEIbHBIM U TBEPABIM I'OJIOCOM.

— Jla, — npubaBuia OHA, pa3BECEIUBIIKCH, — 51 caMa TeIepPh BHIKY, YTO OH MPHIET TOJIBKO
3aBTpa. Hy, Tak no cBumanwsi! no 3aBtpa! Ecnu Oymer moxab, s, MOxeT ObITh, He mpuxy. Ho
MOCJIe3aBTpa S MPUIY, HEIPEMEHHO TPHUIY, 9TO ObI CO MHOI HU OBLIO; OyIbTE 3716Ch HEIIPEMEHHO; 51
XO04y Bac BUJETh, 1 BAM BCE PACCKAXKY.

N noTom, Korja MbI POIIATKCH, OHA MOJIajla MHE PYKY U CKa3aJia, SICHO B3TJISIHYB Ha MEHS:

— Benap MBI Teneps HaBcerja BMecTe, He IpaBja Jin?

O! Hacrenwka, Hactennka! Eciiu O Tl 3HaNIa, B KAKOM 51 TETIEph OJIMHOYECTBE!

Korna npobumno AeBsATh 4acoB, s HE MOT YCUJIETh B KOMHATE, OJIEJICSI U BBIIIEN, HECMOTPS Ha
HEHacTHOe BpeMs. S ObLT TaM, CHIeN Ha HaIllel ckameiike. S ObuIO molen B uX Nmepeyiok, HO MHE
CTaJ0 CTBIJHO, U S BOPOTHJICS, HE B3TJISIHYB Ha MX OKHA, HE JOWIA ABYX IIAroB A0 MX goma.
TIPUIIIEIN IOMOM B TaKOM TOCKe, B KakoW HHUKOTJa He ObiBan. Kakoe ceipoe, ckyunoe Bpemsi! Eciiu 6
ObL1a XopoIias moro/ia, s ObI MPOTYIIST TaM BCIO HOYb...

Ho no 3aBTpa, no 3aBTpa! 3aBTpa oOHAa MHE BCE PACCKAXKET.

Opnako muceMa cerofHs He Obuto. Ho, Bmpouem, Tak UM HOMKHO ObUIO ObITh. OHU YyXKe
BMECTE...

HOYb YETBEPTASA

boxe, kak Bce 310 KoHUMIocs! Yem Bce 3TO KOHYMIIOCH!

S npuiien B aeBsATh yacoB. OHa Obla yxxe Tam. S elle u3gany 3aMeTHII ee; OHa CToslIa, Kak
TOT/1a, B IEPBBI pa3, 00JIOKOTACH Ha Mepuiia HabepeKHOU, M He CIIbIXalla, KaK s [MOIOIIeIN K Hel.

— Hacrenbka! — OKJIMKHYI 51 ee, uepe3 CUITy NMOAABIIsIsl CBOE BOJIHEHUE.

Omna 6bICTPO 00EpHYJIACh KO MHE.

— Hy! — cka3ana ona, — ny! nmockopee!

S cMoTpen Ha Hee B HEJOYMEHHH.

— Hy, rae e nucesmo? Bbl npuHecan nucbMo? — MOBTOPHJIA OHA, CXBAaTUBILKCH PYKOH 3a
nepuia.

— Her, y MeHs HeT nucbMa, — cKa3ai s HaKOHel, — pa3Be OH ellle He ObL1?



Ona crpamHo moOieqHena U JOJITOe BpeMs CMOTpeNna Ha MEHs HEeNOJBMXKHO. S paz0mi
MOCJIETHIOIO €€ HAEHK Y.

— Hy, 6or ¢ HuM! — mporoBopuia OHa HAaKOHEI] MPEPHIBAIOIIUMCS TOJIOCOM, — OO C
HUM, — €CJIM OH TaK OCTaBJISIET MEHS.

Omna onyctuia riasa, IOTOM XOTejla B3[VIAHYTh Ha MEHs, HO He MorJa. Elle HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT
OHa IepecH/iMBajia CBOE€ BOJHEHHE, HO BJAPYr OTBOPOTHUJIACH, OOJIOKOTSICH Ha OamtocTpany
HaOepeKHOH, U 3aJTHIIach CIE3aMU.

— IlonHoTe, nosHOTE! — 3aroBOpuII OBUIO 5, HO Y MEHS CHJI HEI0CTAJIO0 IIPOAOIIKATh, HA HEe
TS, J1a U 9TO OBl 51 CTal TOBOPUTH?

— He yremaiite MeHsl, — roBopuia oHa Iulaya, — He FOBOPUTE PO HEro, He TOBOPUTE, YTO
OH IPUJET, YTO OH HE OPOCHII MEHS TaK >KeCTOKO, TaK OECUeIIOBEYHO, KaK OH 3TO c/enal. 3a 4To, 3a
yro? Heyxenu 4ro-HuOyAb ObLIIO B MOEM IIUCbME, B ’TOM HECYACTHOM MHCbME?..

TyT pblIaHus MPECEKIIN €€ TOJIOC; Y MEHS CEPALE pa3phlBAJIOCh, HA HEE TSI,

— O, kak 3T0 6ecyenoBeYHO-)KEeCTOKO! — Hayaja oHa CHOBa. — I HM CTPOUYKH, HU CTPOUKH!
XoTb OBl OTBEYAJI, UTO 51 HE HYXHa €My, UTO OH OTBEPraeT MEHs; a TO HU OJJHOM CTPOUYKH B ILIEJIbIE
Tpu aHA! Kak jnerko emy ockopOouth, o0uaeTh OeaHyr0, 0€33alUUTHYIO JIEBYILIKY, KOTOpas TeM U
BHHOBaTa, 4To JIOOUT ero! O, ckoibKo s BeITeprena B 3T Tpu AHs! boxe moit! boxe moii! Kak
BCIIOMHIO, 4TO I IIPUIILIA K HEMY B IIE€PBbII pa3 cama, yTo 5 Mepe]] HUM YHIIKaNach, Ilakaia, 4To s
BBEIMAJIMBaJla y HEr0 XOTh Karumo Jro0BHU... M mocie storo!.. [locmymaiite, — 3aroBopmia OHa,
oOpariasch KO MHE, U YEpHbIE TJIa3KU €€ 3aCBepKalid, — Jia 3TO He Tak! DTO He MOXET OBbITh TaK;
3TO HeHaTypanbHO! Min BbI, WM 1 OOMaHyIUCh; MOXKET OBITh, OH MUChbMA HE TMOIXydan? Moxer
ObITb, OH JI0 CUX IOp HUYero He 3HaeT? Kak ke MOXKHO, CyauTe caMM, CKaXHUTe MHe, paau Oora,
OOBSICHATE MHE, — S 3TOTO HE MOTY TOHSTh, — KaK MOXXHO TaK BapBapCKU-TPyOO MOCTYHHTb, KaK
oH noctynuin co MHor! Hu onnoro cmoBa! Ho k mocienHemy d4enoBeKy Ha CBETE ObIBAOT
cocTpanarenbHee. MoxeT ObITh, OH YTO-HHOY/b CIBIMIAN, MOXKET ObITh, KTO-HHOYh €My HacKa3al
000 MHe? — 3aKkpHuana oHa, 0OpaTUBIIUCH KO MHE ¢ BorrpocoM. — Kak BbI n1ymaere?

— Cnywaiite, Hactenbka, s moli1y 3aBTpa K HEMY OT Balllero UMEHH.

— Hy!

— S cporry ero 060 BCceM, pacCcKaxy emy BCe.

— Hy, ny!

— Bb1 nanumere nucemo. He roBopute Her, HacTenbka, He roBopute Het! Sl 3acTaBito ero
yBa)kaTh Balll OCTYIOK, OH BCE Y3HAET U €CIIH...

— Her, moii apyr, Het, — nepebuna oHa. — JloBosibHO! BombIiie HU c0Ba, HU OJHOTO CJIOBa
OT MEH$1, HM CTPOYKU — J0BOJIbHO! S ero He 3Hato, g He 000 ero 6oblle, s ero mo...3a...0yay...

Omna He goroBopuIa.

— Ycnokoiitech, ycnokoitecs! Csapre 31ech, HacTeHbka, — ckazan s, ycakuBas €€ Ha
CKAMEUKY.

— Jla s cnokoitna. IlonHoTe! D10 Tak! D10 cne3sl, 310 npocoxHer! YTo BBl 1yMaere, 4To s
cry0J1to ce0sl, YTO 51 YTOIUTIOCH?..

Cepaue Moe ObLJIO MOJHO; 51 XOTeN OBLIO 3arOBOPHUTH, HO HE MOT.

— Cnymaiite! — mnpoposkana OHa, B3SB MEHS 3a PYKYy, — CKaXHTe: Bbl Obl HE Tak
noctynuin? Bbl Obl HE OpocHsIM TOM, KOTOpasi Obl cama K BaM INpHIIIa, Bbl Obl HE Opocuiu eil B
riaza 0eccThIIHOM HacMEIIKU HaJl ee cialObiM, riaynbiM cepaiem? Bol moOepernu Ob1 ee? Bbr Obl
NpeJCcTaBUIM cede, UTO OHa OblIa 0J1HA, YTO OHA HE yMella YCMOTpeTh 3a co00if, YTO OHa He ymena
cebs1 yoepeub oT J00OBHM K BaM, YTO OHAa HE BMHOBATa, YTO OHA, HAKOHEI], HE BUHOBATA... YTO OHA
Hudero He caenanal.. O, 0oxke Moii, 00xke Moii!..

— Hacrenbka! — 3akpuuan s HakoHell, He OyAy4Yd B CHJIaX MPEOJIOJIETh CBOE BOJHEHHE, —
Hacrenbka! Bbl Tep3aere menst! Bol s13BuTe cepale Mmoe, Bbl youBaete MeHs, Hactenbka! S He mory
MouyaTh! S 1OJIKEeH HaKOHEell TOBOPUTD, BHICKA3aTh, UTO Y MEHSI HAKUIIENO TYT, B CEPJILIE...

I'oBopst 3TO, g mpuBCcTan co ckamelku. OHa B3sja MEHS 3a PYKy M CMOTpesia Ha MEHS B
YIIUBJICHUU.

— Yto0 ¢ BaMu? — MporoBopuiIa OHa HaKOHEI.



— Caymaiite! — cka3zan g pemmrenbHo. — Crymaiite menst, Hacrenpka! Uto 51 Oyny tenepb
TOBOPUTBH, BCE B370p, BCE HECOBITOYHO, Bce Tiymo! S 3Ha[, YTO 3TOr0 HUKOTJAAa HE MOXKET
CIIYYUTBCSI, HO HE MOTY ke s MoiyaTh. FIMeHeM Toro, 4em BbI TENEph CTpaJacTe, 3apaHee MOJI0
Bac, MPOCTUTE MEHs!..

— Hy, 4rto0, 4T0? — roBopuia oHa, ePECTaB IUIAKATh U MPUCTAIBHO CMOTPS HA MEHs, TOTJa
KaK CTpaHHOE JIIOOOMBITCTBO OJIMCTANIO B €€ yIUBIICHHBIX TJ1a3KaX, — YTO C BaMu?

— D10 HecOBITOYHO, HO 51 Bac JoOmro, Hacrenska! BoT uto! Hy, Temepsr Bce ckazaHo! —
CKazayl s, MaxHyB pykoil. — Temeps Bbl YBUIUTE, MOXKETE JH BBl TaK TOBOPUTh CO MHOM, Kak
ceifiuac TOBOPUIIN, MOXKETE JIM Bbl, HAKOHEII, CJIYIIIATh TO, 4TO 51 Oy/1y BaM TOBOPHUTH...

— Hy, 4To %k, uT0 %)e? — nepedbmina Hactenbka, — 4T0 3k U3 3Toro? Hy, s naBHO 3Hana, 4TO
BBl MEHS JTIOOWTE, HO TOJBKO MHE BCE Ka3ajoCh, YTO BBl MEHSI TaK, IPOCTO, KaK-HUOY/b JIFOOUTE. ..
Ax, 00xe Moii, 00Ke MOi!

— Cnauana 6bu10 TIpocTo, HacTenwka, a Tenepb, Tenepb... 1 TOYHO TaK JKe, KaK BbI, KOTJA BBI
MPUIIUIA K HEMY TOTJa C BalllUM Y3€JIKOM. XYyKe, 4eM Kak Bbl, HacTeHbka, MOTOMY YTO OH TOT/Ia
HHUKOT'O HE JIFOOWII, a BEI JIIOOUTE.

— Yro 310 BBl MHE roBopuTe! S, HaKoHEl, Bac coBceM He moHuMarw. Ho nmocnyiaiite, 3auem
e 9TO, TO €CTh HE 3aUeM, a TOUYeMY K€ 3TO BBI TaK, U Tak BAPYT... boxe! s rosopro rirynoctu! Ho
BBL..

N Hacrenbka coBepiieHHO cMmemmanach. Lllexku ee BCbIxHyIM; OHa OIyCTHIIA ri1a3a.

— Yro x nenarb, HacTenbka, 4yTo X MHE JlenaTh? s BUHOBAT, s ynoTpeOui Bo 370... Ho Her
e, HET, He BUHOBAT s, HacTeHbKa; 51 3TO CIbIIly, YyBCTBYIO, [IOTOMY YTO MO€ CEpALIE MHE TOBOPHT,
YTO S MpaB, IOTOMY YTO s BaC HUYEM HE MOTY 00HIeTh, HUYeM OCKopOuTh! S ObLT Apyr Bail; HY,
BOT 51 M TETIEPh JAPYT; 1 HUUEeMYy He u3MeHs1. Bot y mens teneps ciesbl Tekyt, Hacrenbka. Ilycth
UX TEKYT, IyCTh TEKYT — OHH HUKOMY He MeIIatoT. OHu BbICOXHYT, HacTeHbka...

— Jla canpTe *Ke, canpTe, — CKaszajla OHa, caXkas MEHs Ha CKaMenKy, — 0X, 003ke Moii!

— Her! Hactenbka, s He csfy; s ye Oojiee HE MOTy OBITh 371eCh, BBl YK€ MeHsl Ooliee He
MOJKETE BUCTD; Sl BCE CKAXKY M Yiay. S TOIBKO X04y CKa3aTh, 9TO Bl Obl HUKOTIa HE Y3HAJH, YTO 5
Bac mo0ro. S Ob1 coxpaHWI CBOIO TaiiHy. S1 OBl HE cTal Bac Tep3aTh TeNeph, B 3TY MUHYTY, MOUM
srou3MoM. Het! HO s HE MOT Tenephb BHITEPIIETh; BB CAMU 3arOBOPUIIM 00 3TOM, Bbl BUHOBATHI.. BBI
BO BCEM BHHOBATHI, a 51 HE BUHOBAT. BBl HE MOXKETe MPOTHATh MEHS OT ceOsl...

— Jla HeT ke, HET, s HEe OTTOHsI0 Bac, HeT! — roBopwia HacteHbka, CKpbIBas, Kak TOJIBKO
MOTJia, CBO€ CMYIIICHHE, OeTHEHbKasl.

— Bb1 menst He rorute? HeT! a s OO caMm XoTen OexkaTh OT Bac. S u yiiy, TOJBKO 51 BCE
CKa)Xy CHauaja, MOTOMY YTO, KOrJa Bbl 3/1€Chb T'OBOPWJIM, I HE MOT YCHJETh, KOTJa Bbl 3]1€Ch
TJIaKaliv, KOT/Ia Bbl T€P3aJUCh OTTOTO, HY, OTTOTO (YX sI Ha30BYy 3T0, HacTeHbka), OTTOro, 4TO Bac
OTBEPrarT, OTTOr0, YTO OTTOJKHYJIHM Bally Jit0OOBb, S MOYYBCTBOBAJ, S YCIHBIIIAN, YTO B MOEM
cep/ilie CTOJIbKO JIF0OBU J1Jist Bac, Hactenbka, cronpko mo0Bu!.. 1 MHE cTasio Tak rOpbKo, 4TO s HE
MOTY TIOMOYb BaM 3TOU JIFOOOBBIO... UTO CEpIle Pa30pBAIOCh, U 51, 1 — HE MOT MOJIYaTh, 5 JOJHKEH
OBLIT TOBOPUTH, HacTeHbKa, 51 JOJIKEH OBLII TOBOPUTH!..

— Jla, na! roBopute MHe, TOBOpUTE CO MHOIO Tak! — cka3ana HacTeHbka ¢ HEM3bICHUMBIM
NBIKEeHHEeM. — Bam, MoXeT ObITh, CTPaHHO, YTO 5 C BaMH TaK T'OBOPIO, HO... TOBOpuUTe! s BaM
IIOCJIE CKaXxy! 51 BaM BCE paccKaxy!

— Bam xanp mensi, Hactenbka; BaM IpoCTO Kajlb MEHs, Ipy>KO4eK Moi! Y3k 4ro mporaro,
TO mponaio! y 4To cka3zaHo, Toro He Boporuib! He tak nu? Hy, Tak BbI Teneps 3Haere Bce. Hy,
BOT 3TO TOuKa oTipasiieHus. Hy, xopoio! Tenepb Bce 3TO MpeKpacHo; TOJIbKO nociymaiite. Korna
BBI CHJICJIH U TIJIAKaJH, s po ceds aymai (0X, AaiTe MHE CKasaTh, 4yTo s ayman!), s gymad, 4yTto (Hy,
YK KOHEUHO, 9TOTO HE MOXKET ObITh, HacTeHbKa), 51 JyMas, 4To BHL... 51 yMaJjl, YTO BBl KaK-HUOY/Ib
TaM... HY, COBEpIICHHO MOCTOPOHHHM KaKUM-HHOyIb 00pa3oMm, yX OoIbIlle ero He IoOuTe.
Torma, — st 5TO 1 BUepa U TPEThETO IHS yke Aymai, HacTtenbka, — Torma s Obl cienai Tak, s Obl
HEMPEMEHHO CJIeNiall TakK, YTO BbI ObI MEHsI MOJIIOOWIIN: BEeb BB CKa3ajH, BEAb BBl CAMU TOBOPUIIH,
Hacrenbka, 9TO BRI MEHS YK€ MOUuTH coBceM momtoounu. Hy, aro x nanpme? Hy, BOT mouTu u Bce,
YTO S XOTEJI CKa3aTh, OCTAETCA TOJHKO CKa3aTh, YTO ObI TOr[a OBLIO, €CIM O BbI MCHS ITOJIOOMIIH,



TOJBKO 3TO, Oombmie Huyero! Ilocmymiaiite sxe, Ipyr MO, — MOTOMY 4YTO BBl BCE-TaKd MOM
IpyT, — 51, KOHEYHO, YEJIOBEK MPOCTOM, OCTHBIN, TAKON HE3HAUYNTEIbHBIN, TOJIBKO HE B TOM JIEJI0 (5
KaK-TO BCE HE IPO TO TOBOPIO, 3TO OT cMylIeHus, HacTenbka), a TOJIIBKO s Obl Bac Tak JIOOMI, TaK
OO, 4TO ecau O BBI €lIe U JIIOOUIIM €ro U MPOJOJDKAIM JIOOUTh TOT0, KOTOPOTO I HE 3HAI0, TO
BCE-TaKU HE 3aMETWJIH ObI, YTO MOS JIFOOOBb KaK-HHOYAb TaM JUIs Bac Tspkeda. Bel OBl TOJBKO
CIIBIIIATHN, Bbl OBl TOJBKO YYBCTBOBAIM KaXKIyl0 MHUHYTY, YTO MOJAJE Bac ObeTcs OsaromapHoe,
OmarogapHoe cep/ie, ropsdee cepaie, kotopoe 3a Bac... Ox, Hacrenpka, Hactenpka! 4To BBI CO
MHOH caenanu!..

— He mutaubte ke, s HE X04y, 4T00 BBI IUIaKali, — cka3ana Hactenbka, ObICTpO BCTaBas co
CKaMEWKU, — MONAEMTE, BCTAHbTE, IOMJEMTE CO MHOM, HE IUIaYbTE K€, HE IJIa4bTe, — IOBOpHUIIA
OHa, YTUpasi MOM CJI€3bl CBOUM ILJIATKOM, — HY, OIJAEMTE TeNepPb; 51 BAM, MOXKET OBbITh, CKaXy UTO-
HUOYIb... [la, yK KOJIU Tenepb OH OCTaBUJI MEHsI, KOJIb OH [103a0bLJI MEHSI, XOTSI s €llle U JIFOOJII0 ero
(He xo4y Bac OOMaHBIBAThH)... HO, TOCHyIIaiTe, oTBedaiiTe MHe. Eciam © s, Hampumep, Bac
noJiro0uia, To ectb ecinu O s TonbKo... OX, ApYyr MO, Apyr Moil! Kak s moaymaro, Kak Mmoaymaro,
4TO 51 BaC OCKOPOJIsisIa TOT 1A, YTO CMesIach HaJ| Ballei II000BbIO, KOTa BaC XBaJWJIa 33 TO, YTO BBI
He Biroounuck!.. O, Ooxe! 1a Kak ke s ATOro He IpeaBUJeIa, Kak g He MpelBUena, Kak s Oblia
TaK Iyna, HO... Hy, HY, 5l pELLIIJIACh, 51 BCE CKAXY...

— Ilocnymaiite, Hactenbka, 3Haere uto? s yiiny ot Bac, BOT uro! IIpocto s Bac Toibko
Myuaro. Bot y Bac Tenepp yrpeI3eHHs COBECTH 3a TO, YTO Bbl HACMEXAIMCh, a sI HE XOUy, Jla, HE
X04y, 4T00 BbI, KPOME BAIIEro rops... 1, KOHEYHO, BUHOBAT, HacTeHbka, HO mporaiiTe!

— CroiiTe, BBICTYIIIAWTE MEHSI: BBl MOYKETE K/1aTh?

— Yero xnath, Kak?

— 1 ero mo06m10; HO 3TO MPOWJET, 3TO JOJDKHO MHPONTH, 3TO HE MOXKET HE IPONTH; YK
MPOXOJUT, s CIiblily... [lodyem 3HATh, MOXET OBITb, CETOJHA K€ KOHYHUTCSA, MOTOMY UYTO S €ro
HEHaBUXKY, IOTOMY YTO OH Ha/Jl0 MHOHM HacMesuICs, TOr/Ia Kak Bbl IUIaKaJIM 3/1€Ch BMECTE CO MHOIO,
MIOTOMY 4YTO BBl HE OTBEpIJM Obl MEHS, KaK OH, MOTOMY YTO BBI JIIOOWUTE, a OH HE JIOOUI MEHS,
MMOTOMY 4TO s Bac, HAKOHEII, JIFOOII0 cama... J1a, JTr00I0! JII00IIr0, KaK Bl MEHS JTIOOUTE; 5 KE BEIb
cama elie Ipexie BaM 3TO CKa3aja, Bbl CAMU CIIBIXaJIH, — MOTOMY JIIOOJIO, YTO BBI JIY4IIE €ro,
MIOTOMY, YTO BBI OJIarOpOJIHEE €r0, IOTOMY, IOTOMY, YTO OH...

Bonnenne GeaHsKKH ObUIO Tak CHIIBHO, UTO OHA HE JIOKOHYMJIA, OJ0XKHIIA CBOIO TOJIOBY MHE
Ha IUIeYOo, MOTOM Ha Ipylb U TOpbKO 3amjakaia. 1 yreman, yroBapuBajl €€, HO OHa HE MoOIJa
MepecTaTh; OHa BCE ’ajla MHE PyKY U TOBOpHIIa MEXy pblaanbiaMu: «llogoxaure, moaoxauTe; BOT
s ceiiyac mepectany! Sl Bam Xxody cka3aTb... Bbl HE JAyMalTe, 4TO0 ATH ClE3bl, — 3TO TakK, OT
cnabocTd, MOAOXKANUTE, TToKa Mpoiaer...» HakoHen oHa mepecrana, oTepiia Cile3bl, U MBI CHOBa
nouuti. 1 ObUIO XOTENn TOBOPUTH, HO OHA JOJIr0 €IIe BCE MPOCHUAa MEHs MOAO0XKAaTb. Mbl
3amouand... HakoHnen oHa cobpanachk ¢ 1yXOoM U Hauanaa TOBOPHTb...

— Bor 4ro, — Hayana oHa ciaGpIM U APOKALIUM TOJIOCOM, HO B KOTOPOM BIPYT 3a3BEHENO
YTO-TO TAKOE€, UTO BOH3WJIOCHh MHE MPSAMO B CEPALE U CIAJKO 3aHBUIO B HEM, — HE AyMAaTe, 4TO s
TaK HEMOCTOSIHHA U BETPEHA, HE JlyMaiTe, 4To 51 MOTY TaK JIETKO U CKOPO M03a0bITh U U3MEHUTb... 5
LEeNbId TOA ero Jrobuna U 00roM KISIHYCh, YTO HUKOT/IA, HUKOTJA J1a)X€ MBICIBIO HE OblIa eMmy
HeBepHa. OH mpe3pen 3TO; OH HacMesuica Hajo MHOI, — Oor ¢ HuMm! Ho oH ys3BUI MeHS U
ockopOmi1 mMoe cepaue. S — s He OO0 €ro, MOTOMY 4YTO s MOTY JIIOOMTH TOJBKO TO, YTO
BEJIMKOAYIIHO, YTO IOHUMAET MEHS, YTO OJIaropoHO; MOTOMY UTO 51 caMa TaKoBa, U OH HEJIOCTOMH
MeHs, — Hy, Oor ¢ HuM! OH nydmie caenan, yeM Koraa Obl S MOTOM OOMaHyNnach B CBOMX
OXXKMJIaHMSIX M y3Halla, KTO OH TakoB... Hy, konueno! Ho modem 3HaTh, MOOpHIN Ipyr Mou, —
MpoJoJKalla OHA, MOXUMasi MHE PYKY, — IOYeM 3HaTh, MOXET ObITh, M BCSI TIOOOBH MOSI ObLIa
oOMaH 4yBCTB, BOOOpaX€HMsI, MOXET ObITh, Hauajach OHA IIAIOCTHIO, MMyCTAKAMH, OTTOTO, UTO 5
Obuta ToJ| Hag30poM y 0abymmku? MoskeT ObITh, sl TOJDKHA JIIOOUTH JIPYroro, a He €ro, He TaKoro
4esoBeKa, JPYroro, KOTOphli moxanen Obl MeHs U, U... Hy, ocTaBuMm, octaBuM 3T0, — mnepeduia
Hacrenbka, 3a/1pIXasiCh OT BOJIHEHHSI, — 51 BaM TOJIBKO XOTEJA CKa3aTh... 1 BaM XOTeJla CKa3aThb, YTO
€CJIM, HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO 5 JIFOOIIO ero (HeT, JIIoOWIa €ro), eciau, HeCMOTpPsSI Ha TO, BBI €IIE
CKa)keTe... €CITU BbI YyBCTBYETE, UTO Ballla JJIOOOBb TaK BEITUKA, YTO MOXKET, HAKOHEII, BBITECHUTH U3



MOET0 CEepJla MPEXHIOK... €CJIM Bbl 3aXOTUTE CXKAJTUTHCSA HAZA0 MHOIO, €CJIM Bbl HE 3aXOTUTE MEHS
OCTaBUTH OJIHY B MOE€H cynbOe, 0e3 yremieHus, 0e3 HaIekKIbl, €CIU Bbl 3aXOTUTE JTIOOUTH MEHS
BCEI/Ia, KaK Teleph MEHS JIIOOWTe, TO KISHYCh, YTO OJaroJapHOCTh... YTO JTIOOOBH MOS OyneT
HaKOHEII IOCTOWHA Balel Jo0BH... Bo3bMeTe 1 BBl TENEPh MO0 pyKy?

— Hacrenbka, — 3akpuyain s, 3aap1xasch oT pelianuii, — Hacrenpka!.. O Hactenbka!

— Hy, noBosbHO, M0BOJBHO! Hy, TENEPh COBEPIIEHHO JOBOJLHO! 3aroBopwiia OHA, €/Ba
nepecunuBas ce0si, — Hy, TeIephb YK€ BCe CKa3aHo; He mpasjaa nu? tak? Hy, v BbI CHACTINBEL, U 5
CYACTJIMBA; HU CJIOBA k€ 00 ATOM OOJIbIIIE; MOJOKINTE; MOIIAANTE MEHS... [ oBOpHUTE O YeM-HUOY b
apyrom, paau ooral..

— Jla, Hacrenbka, ma! moBosbHO 00 3TOM, Temepb s cuactiauB s... Hy, Hactenwka, Hy,
3aroBOPHUM O JPYroM, IOCKOpEE, MOCKOpee 3aroBOpUM; /1a! s TOTOB...

W MBI HE 3HANMH, YTO TOBOPUTDH, MBI CMESUIMCh, MBI TUTAKAJIM, MBIl TOBOPHJIA THICSYH CJIOB 0€3
CBA3M M MBICIIM, Mbl TO XOJWJHU IO TPOTyapy, TO BIAPYI BO3BpallAJIUCh HA3aJl M IYCKaJIUCh
MEePEXOIUTh Yepe3 YIHILY; MOTOM OCTAaHABIWBAJIWCH M OISTh MEPEXOIWIM Ha HAOEPEKHYIO; MBI
OBLIU KaK JICTH...

— 41 reneph xuBy onuH, HacTteHbka, — 3aroBopui si, — a 3aBTpa... Hy, KOHe4HoO, s, 3HaeTe,
Hacrenbka, OenieH, y MEHs BCEro ThICsi4a JIBECTH, HO 3TO HUYETO...

— Pazymeercs, Het, a y 6a0yIlIKH IEHCHOH; TaK OHA HAac He CTeCHUT. Hy»Ho B3sTh 6a0yIIKYy.

— KoneuHo, Hy>xHO B35Th 0a0ymky... Tonbko BoT Marpena...

— AX, na u y Hac Toxxe ®Dekial

— Marpena no0pasi, TOJBKO OJMH HEIOCTaTOK: Yy HeW HeT BooOpaxeHus, Hacrenbka,
COBEPIIIEHHO HUKAKOTO BOOOPaXEHUS; HO 3TO HUYETO!..

— Bce paBHO; OHM 00€ MOTYT OBITH BMECTE; TOJIBKO BBI 3aBTpa K HaM Iepee3KanTe.

— Kak 310? k Bam! Xopot1iio, s rOTOB...

— Jla, BBl HaliMuTe y Hac. Y Hac TaMm, HaBepXy, ME30OHHMH;, OH IYCTOH; XuiuIlla ObLia,
CTapyllKa, ABOPSHKA, OHAa chexana, U 0alyllika, s 3HaK, XOYET MOJIOAOTO YENOBEKa MYCTUTh; S
rOBOPIO: «3a4yeM e MOJIOJIOTo 4yesloBeka?» A oHa roBopuT: «Jla Tak, g yxe cTapa, a TOJIBKO Thl HE
noaymaii, Hacrenpka, 4to s 3a Hero Tebs xouy 3aMyX cocBaraThy». Sl U Joraaanach, 4TO 3TO IS
TOTO...

— AXx, Hacrenpkal..

N o6a MBI 3acMesITHCh.

— Hy, monHoTe ke, monHOoTE. A T/1€ e BbI )kuBeTe? g U 3a0blia.

— Tam, y -ckoro mocra, B tome bapanHukosa.

— 710 TaKoi OONBIION JOM?

— Jla, Takoi OONBITION JTOM.

— AX, 3Haw, XOpOIIWil 1OM; TOJNBKO BBI, 3HAETe, OpPOChTE €ro M Iepee3xkaiTe K Ham
MOCKOpEE...

— 3aBTpa ke, Hacrenpka, 3aBTpa ’ke; s TaM HEMHOXKO JOJDKEH 3a KBapTUPY, Aa 3TO
HUYETO... 5 MoIydy CKOpO JKaJOBaHEbE. ..

— A 3Haere, s, MOXKET OBITh, Oyy YPOKH J1aBaTh; caMa BBIY4YCh M Oy/Iy 1aBaTh YPOKH...

— Hy BOT 1 pexpacHo... a st CKOpo HarpaxjaeHue noinydy, Hactenska...

— Taxk BOT BBI 3aBTpa U Oy/ieTe MO KHUJIEIL...

— Jla, u MbI toefieM B «CeBUIIBLCKOTO IMHUPIOJIBHUKA», TIOTOMY YTO €ro TeNeph OISTh JaayT
CKOpO.

— Mla, moenem, — ckaszana cmesich HacreHpka, — HeT, Jydmie Mbl OyaeM ciylmiaTb He
«uproapHUKay», a 9TO-HUOYIb APYTOE...

— Hy xoporio, 4to-HuOYIb APYTroe; KOHEYHO, ITO OyIeT JTydIle, a TO 5 HE MO lyMall...

I'oBopst 3T0, MBI XOaMIK 00a Kak OyATO B Yaay, B TyMaHe, Kak OyJATO caMU HE 3HAJH, YTO C
HaMH JenaeTcsa. 1o OCTaHAaBIWMBAJIMCh W JOJTO pa3rOBapHMBalid HA OJIHOM MECTE, TO OIAThH
MyCKAJIUCh XOJUTh U 3aXO0JIUIN OOT 3HAET KyJla, ¥ OISITh CMEX, OMATh cie3bl... To Hactenbka BOpyT
3aX04YeT JOMOH, 51 HE CMEIO YACP)KMUBATh M 3aX04y IMPOBOJMUTH €€ JO CAMOT0 JIOMa; MbI ITyCKaeMcCsl B
MyTh U BJAPYT Yepe3 YeTBEepPTh yaca HaXxoauM cels Ha HabepexxHOW y Hamiel ckameiiku. To oHa



B3JIOXHET, U CHOBA CJIE3MHKAa HAOEXHUT Ha IJaza; s opobero, moxonoxaero... Ho oHa TyT ke xMmer
MOIO PYKY U TAlIUT MEHS CHOBA XOJIUTh, O0NTATh, TOBOPUT...

— Ilopa Temepp, mopa MHE JIOMOM; S JyMmar0, O4YEHb IIO3/IHO, — CKa3ajla HaKOHEll
Hacrtenbka, — MoiIHO HaM Tak pedsunThCs!

— Jla, HacTeHbKa, TOIBKO YK 5 TEIEPhb HE 3aCHY; 5 JOMOU HE IONAY.

— 5 Toke, kaxkeTcs, He 3aCHY; TOJIBKO Bbl IPOBOAUTE MEHS...

— HenpemenHo.

— Ho yx Tenepp Mbl HEIPEMEHHO JTOMIEM /10 KBApPTUPHI.

— HenpeMmeHHO, HENTPEMEHHO. .

— YecTtHOe ¢0BO?.. MOTOMY YTO BE/lb HYKHO K€ KOT/1a-HUOYb BOPOTUTHCS JOMOI!

— YecTHOE €10BO, — OTBEYAJI 51 CMESCh...

— Hy, noiinemre!

— Ilolinemre.

— IlocmoTpuTe Ha Hebo, Hactenpka, mocmorpute! 3aBTpa OyneT 4yAeCHBIM JCHB; Kakoe
roxyboe HeOo, kakas jgyHa! [locMOTpuUTe: BOT 3TO ’KeNToe 00JIaKO TEHeph 3aCTHIIAET €€, CMOTPHUTE,
cmotpute!.. Het, oHo mpomio muMo. CMOTpUTE K€, CMOTpHUTE! ..

Ho Hacrenbka He cmoTpena Ha 00J1ako, OHA CTOsJIa MOJ4Ya, KaK BKOIAHHAs; Yyepe3 MUHYTY
OHa cTaja Kak-To poOKO, TECHO MpPIKMMaThCs KO MHe. Pyka ee 3ampoxkana B Moed pyke; s
norssaen Ha Hee...OHa onepsach Ha MEHS €Ilie CUIIbHEE.

B 3Ty MuHYyTY MUMO Hac mpoien Mouogoi 4yenoBek. OH BAPYr OCTAaHOBWJICS, MPUCTAIBHO
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha HaC ¥ TIOTOM OIISITh CJIeJIall HECKOJIbKO 11aroB. Cep/ie BoO MHE 33p0oxkallo...

— Hacrenbka, — cka3zan s Brosirosnoca, — Kto 310, Hacrenpka?

— Ot0 oH! — OTBeyasa OHa MICTIOTOM, emle OJrKe, elle TpereTHee MPIKUMAsCh KO MHE... S
€/1Ba yCTOsJI Ha HOTrax.

— Hacrenbka! Hacrenpka! 310 ThI! — mocablliajics rojioc 3a HaMu, U B Ty € MUHYTY
MOJIOJIOM YeJIOBEK c/ieall K HaM HECKOJIbKO I1aroB.

boxe, kakoil kpuk! kak oHa B3Aporsynal Kak oHa BbIpBaJlaCh U3 PYK MOUX U MOPXHYJa K
HeMy HaBcTpeuy!.. Sl cToan u cMoTpen Ha HUX Kak youtsiii. Ho oHa enBa monmana eMy pyky, eaBa
Opocuiack B ero oOBATHA, KaK BIPYT CHOBAa OOEpHYNAach KO MHE, OUyTWJIACh IMOJJIe MEHS, Kak
BeTEep, KaK MOJHUS, U, IPEXKIE YeM yCIield S OMOMHUTHCS, 00XBAaTHIA MOIO LICI0 00CHUMH PyKaMu U
KpeIKo, ropsiyo mouenosaiga MeHs. [lorom, He cka3aB MHE HHU CJIOBa, OpOCHIIach CHOBAa K HEMY,
B3s1JIa €70 32 PYKH M MOBJIEKJIA €ro 3a co0010.

S nonro crosi u TasAen UM Beie... HakoHer 06a oHU Mcuesnu U3 I1a3 MOUX.

YTPO

Mowu HOuYM KOHUMIHUCH yTpoM. JleHb ObuT Hexopomuid. [llen mokab U YHBLIO CTy4al B MOU
CTCKJIa; B KOMHATKe ObLIO TEMHO, Ha JBOpe macMypHO. ['oioBa y MeHs OoJyiela U KpY>KHJIach;
TUXOpaJiKa MPOKPaIbIBAIaCh IO MOMM YJICHAM.

— IMuceMo k Tebe, OaTroMIKa, IO TOPOJICKON TMOYTe, MOYTaph MPUHEC, — MPOTOBOPHIIA HAJIO
MHOIO0 MarpeHa.

— IIucemo! oT KOro? — 3aKpuyai s, BCKakuBasi Co CTyJa.

— A He Bef1aro, 0aTIoIIKa, TOCMOTPH, MOXKET, TaM M HAIMUCAHO OT KOTO.

41 cnomai me4daTk. ITO OT Hee!

"O, mpoctute, mpoctutre MeHs! — mucana MHe HacreHbka, — Ha KOJEHSX YMOJISIFO Bac,
npoctute MeHs! Sl oOmaHyna u Bac U ce0a. DTO ObLI COH, MpU3pak... S| W3HBLIA 3a BaC CErofHs;
MIPOCTHUTE, IPOCTUTE MEHs ! ..

He oOBuHSIITE MEHS, TIOTOMY YTO 51 HU B YeM HE U3MEHUJIACh MPEJ] BaMH; s CKa3aia, 4To Oyy
TMOOUTH Bac, s U Temephb Bac o0, Oonbiie yeM ro6mo. O 6oxke! ecnu 6 s Moria mOOUTH Bac
ob6oux pazom! O, ecu 6 BbI ObLTH OH!"

«O, ecnmu 6 oH OBUIH BBI!» — MpONETENO B MOeW roioBe. Sl BCIIOMHUI TBOHM e CIIOBA,
Hacrenpka!



"Bor BuauT, uTO OBI S Temephb s Bac caenana! S 3Ha[, 4TO BaM TSKEINO W TPyCcTHO. S
OCKOpOMJIa Bac, HO BBl 3HACTE — KOJIH JIFOOUIIIb, JOJTO JIM TIOMHHIIb O0MAY. A BbI MEHS JIFOOUTE!

bnarogapro! ma! Onmaromapro Bac 3a 3Ty 000Bb. [loromMy dYro B mamsATH Moed oOHa
Hareyvarsenach, Kak ClIaJKhil COH, KOTOPBI J10JI0 MOMHHUILB HOce MPoOYKIEeHUs; TOTOMY YTO 5
BEYHO OyJIy MOMHUTh TOT MHI, KOTJa BbI Tak OpaTcKHM OTKPBUIM MHE CBOE CEpAlle U Tak
BEJIMKOAYIIHO IMPHUHSIU B JAap Moe, youroe, uto0 ero 6epedb, JenesTh, BbUICYUTH €ro... Eciu Bbl
MPOCTUTE MEHS, TO MaMsATh 00 Bac OyaeT BO3BBIIIICHA BO MHE BEUHBIM, OJIATOJIAPHBIM YYBCTBOM K
BaM, KOTOpPO€ HHUKOI/Ia HE M3MVIAAUTCS U3 AyMH Moeil... Sl Oyay XpaHWThb 3Ty NamsTh, Oyay ei
BEpHA, HE U3MEHIO €ii, He U3MEHIO CBOEMY CEpJIIly: OHO CIMIIKOM MOCTOSHHO. OHO ele BYepa Tak
CKOpPO BOPOTHUIIOCH K TOMY, KOTOPOMY IPHUHAJIEKAIO0 HABEKH.

MpbI BCTpeTUMCS, BBI IPUIETE K HaM, BBl HAC HE OCTABHTE, BBl Oy/IeTe BEYHO JAPYroM, OpaTom
MOMM... VI korjma Bbl YBUJIUTE MEHS, Bbl MOJAJAUTE MHE PYKY... Ja? Bbl MOJAJAUTE MHE €€, BbI
MIPOCTHUIIN MEHS, He TpaBaa au? Bel MeHs mobute nonpescnemy ?

O, nmobute MeHs, HEe OCTABJIANTE MEHS, IOTOMY YTO 5 Bac Tak JIOOJO B 3TY MUHYTY, IOTOMY
9TO 51 JOCTOWHA JIOOBU BaIllIei, TOTOMY UTO s 3aCIIyXKY €e... Apyr Mol mwblii! Ha Oymymieit Henene
s BbIXOXKY 3a Hero. OH BOpOTWJICS BIIOOJICHHBIN, OH HUKOrJa He 3a0biBal 000 MHeE... Bbl He
paccepauTech 3a TO, 4TO 51 00 HeM Hamucana. Ho s Xody mpuiiTu K BaM BMECTE€ C HUM; BbI €rO
noJyiroOuTe, He TpaBaa Jau?..

[IpocTuTe xe, TOMHUTE U TIOOUTE BaITy

Hacmenvry "

S monro mepevYrTHIBa ATO MUCHMO; CJIE3bI IIPOCWIIMCH U3 I71a3 MOMX. HakoHel OHO BBINAo y
MEHS U3 PYK, U 5 3aKPBLI JIUILIO.

— Kacaruk! a kacaruk! — navana Matpena.

— Yro, cTapyxa?

— A mayTHHY-TO 5 BCIO C TIOTOJIKA CHSUJIA; TENEeph XOTh KEHUCH, TOCTEH CO3BIBAl, TaK B Ty X
nopy...

S nocmoTpen Ha MatpeHny... 1o ObuIa emie 60apasi, Mo100as CTapyxa, HO, HE 3HaI0 OTYEro,
BIPYI OHA MPEACTaBHJIACh MHE C TOTYXIIMM B3TJSAOM, C MOpPIIMHAMHU Ha JHIE, COrOCHHAasd,
npsixiyasi... He 3Haro ot4ero, MHE BIPYT MPEACTABHIOCH, YTO KOMHATa MOSI TIOCTapesia TaK ke, Kak U
ctapyxa. CTeHbl U TOJBI OOMUHSIIM, BCe MOTYCKHENO; MAayTUHBI pa3Benoch eme Oonbiie. He 3Haro
OTYero, KOTJa s B3TJISTHYJ B OKHO, MHE TTOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO JIOM, CTOSIBIIUI HAIIPOTHUB, TOXKE OAPSIXIIEI
U TIOTYCKHEN B CBOIO OuYe€pe/lb, UYTO IMITYKaTypka Ha KOJIOHHaX OOJYyNmWiIach M OChINaiach, 4TO
KapHHU3BI TTOYEPHETTH M PACTPECKAIHNCh U CTEHBI U3 TEMHO-)KEJITOTO SIPKOTO I[BETA CTAJH TIETHE. ..

Wnu nmy4 conmuia, BHE3AMHO BBITJISIHYB U3-32 TY4H, OMSTh COPATANCS MO T0KI€BOE 001aK0, U
BCE OIATH IOTYCKHENIO0 B TJla3aX MOMX; WJIHM, MOXXET OBITh, INEpPEeI0 MHOI MENbKHYyJA TaK
HEMPHUBETHO U TPYCTHO BCS MEPCIEKTHBA MOETO OYAYIIEero, U g YBUIEN ceOsl TAKUM, KakK s TEHepb,
POBHO dYepe3 IMATHAIIATh JIET, MMOCTAPEBITNM, B TOH K€ KOMHATE, TaK K€ OJUHOKHM, C TOU XKe
MatpeHoii, KoTopasi HUCKOJIBKO HE TIOYMHeIa 332 BCE 3TH T'OJIBI.

Ho uyT06 s momuun obuny Mmoo, Hacrenbka! UTo0 s HarHan TeMHOe 00J1ako Ha TBOE SICHOE,
0e3MATE)KHOE CcyacTHe, 4ToO s, TOPHKO YIPEKHYB, HAarHall TOCKY Ha TBOE CEpIle, YSA3BHI €ro
TallHBIM YTPBI3CHUEM M 3aCTaBHJI €T0 TOCKJIMBO OMTHCS B MUHYTY OJaXKEHCTBA, YTOO ST U3MSI XOTh
OJIMH U3 9TUX HEXKHBIX I[BETKOB, KOTOPHIE ThI BIJIENIA B CBOU YEPHBIE KYIPH, KOTJa TMOILIa BMECTE C
HUM K anrtapiro... O, Hukoraa, Hukoraa! Jla Oyner sicHo TBoe He0Oo, a OyAeT cBeTa U Oe3MITEKHA
MuIast yaplOKa TBOS, 1a Oy/Ielib Thl OJarociIOBEHHA 32 MUHYTY OJIa)KEHCTBA M CUACTHSI, KOTOPOE ThI
Jana Ipyromy, OJHHOKOMY, OJlarogapHOMy cepairy!

boxe moit! Ilenas munyra OmaxenctBa! Jla pasBe 3TOro mano XOTh Obl U Ha BCIO XH3HBb
YEJI0BEYECKYIO?..



